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From the Prez..........................

Volume 29, Issue 1 January , 2004

Hello everyone. I hope everyone is enjoying the snow and cold weather.

I am writing this letter earlier this time, since Dr. Bob (K2IBM) is departing for
the South before our usual Tickler publication time. So I hope everyone has a
great Christmas and a Happy New Year. Maybe if you were really good this
year, Santa will be good to you, if not you will have to be good to yourself.

I will be off work again this year from December 22nd through January 5th. I
will certainly miss work by then and Norm will be ready for me to go back as
well. I hope to get in some relaxation and hopefully I won't be sick like I was
last year for part of the time. Of course, I will have the club meeting on Janu-
ary 2nd to help fill up some of the time. It is always enjoyable to spend time
with you folks at the meetings. I also enjoy the time we all spend on Mondays
and Wednesdays at the club. For those of you who have not visited the club
other than the club meetings, a group gets together every Monday and Wednes-
day from 7 - 9 p.m. Monday nights are for socializing and Morse Code prac-
tice with Ken (K8KIC) and Wednesday nights are for socializing and a building
or technical class with Neil (K8NP). Any way a good time is usually had by all
that attend. EVERYONE IS WELCOME.

Mark (NU8Z) will present the January program. He will be discussing the
"Log Book of the World". I am sure it will be as interesting usual. Mark is an
excellent speaker and has a fantastic sense of humor. Of course, you would
have to with our bunch.

Denny (WE8Z) informs me that the new Technician Class tapes have been or-
dered. Once we receive them, we will determine how the Technician classes
will be presented this year.

We have another new board member. Art (KC8GTA) was chosen by the club
members to fill the vacancy due to our loss of Andy (WA8UWQ).

That is all I have for now. Hope to see you at the meeting.

73,
Ginny W8TTX
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Local Area Ham RdioInformation

The Tickler

Twas the night before Christmas,
And all through two-meters,
Not a signal was keying up
Any repeaters.

The antennas reached up
From the tower, quite high,
To catch the weak signals
That bounced from the sky.

The children, Tech-Pluses,
Took their HT's to bed,
And dreamed of the day
They'd be Extras, instead.

Mom put on her headphones,
I plugged in the key,
And we tuned 40 meters
For that rare ZK3.

When the meter was pegged
by a signal with power.
It smoked a small diode,
and, I swear, shook the tower.

Mom yanked off her phones,
And with all she could muster
Logged a spot of the signal
On the DX PacketCluster,
While I ran to the window
And peered up at the sky,
To see what could generate
RF that high.

It was way in the distance,
But the moon made it gleam -
A flying sleigh, with an
Eight element beam,
And a little old driver
who looked slightly mean.

So I thought for a moment,
That it might be Wayne Green.
But no, it was Santa,
The Santa of Hams.

To clean up the bands.

He circled the tower,
Then stopped in his track,
And he slid down the coax
Right into the shack.

While Mom and I hid
Behind stacks of CQ,
This Santa of hamming
Knew just what to do.

He cleared off the shack desk
Of paper and parts,
And filled out all my late QSLs
For a start.

He ran copper braid,
Took a steel rod and pounded
It into the earth, till
The station was grounded.
He tightened loose fittings,
Resoldered connections,
Cranked down modulation,
Installed lightning protection.

He neutralized tubes
In my linear amp...
(Never worked right before --
Now it works like a champ).
A new, low-pass filter
Cleaned up the TV.
He corrected the settings
In my TNC.
He repaired the computer
That would not compute,
And he backed up the hard drive
And got it to boot.

Then, he reached really deep
In the bag that he brought,
And he pulled out a big box.
"A new rig?" I thought!
"A new Kenwood? An Icom?
A Yaesu, for me?!"
(If he thought I'd been bad

Yes! The Ultimate Station!
How could I deserve this?
Could it be all those hours
that I worked Public Service?
He hooked it all up
And in record time, quickly
Worked 100 countries,
All down on 160.
I should have been happy,
It was my call he sent.
But the cards and the postage
Will cost two month's rent!
He made final adjustments,
And left a card by the key:
"To Gary, from Santa Claus.
Seventy-Three."

Then he grabbed his HT,
Looked me straight in the eye,
Punched a code on the pad,
And was gone - no good bye.

I ran back to the station,
And the pile-up was big,
But a card from St. Nick
Would be worth my new rig.
Oh, too late, for his final
came over the air.
It was copied all over.
It was heard everywhere.
The Ham's Santa exclaimed
What a ham might expect,
"Merry Christmas to all,
And to all, good DX."

© 1996 by Gary Pearce KN4AQ
Permission granted for any print or
electronic reproduction.

Twas The Night Before Christmas
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AARC Club Gossip! ....................................

The Tickler

AARC Club Minutes
The Adrian Amateur Radio club board met at the CAP building at 7:00 pm on Dec 5, 2003.

The following were present: President Ginny W8TTX, Dick K8GX, Ted K8AQM, Norm W8TTH,
Larry W8LNR, Art KC8GTA, Bob K2IBM, Bill K8ARK. The board discussed how to replace Andy
WA8UWQ as board member with his untimely demise. Since the by-laws are silent on the procedure,
the board recommended that the person with the next highest number of votes(Art KC8GTA) be
elected to Andy's position. It was noted that Eric needs someone to help with the hamfest due to his
work schedule.
Meeting adjourned at 7:30.

The Adrian Amateur Radio Club met at 7:30 pm at the CAP building with 30 persons present.
K8GEY introduced himself as a visitor new to this area. Motion to accept the minutes as published in
the Tickler by Harold WA8QPS, second by Marion WF8F. Motion passed. The financial report
showed a balance of $2592.39, motion to accept the financial report by Ken K8KIC second by Joe
K8YZA motion passed.
Old business: Dues are due. The club Web site is still active, with Bob K2IBM continuing to keep the
web site up. Denny WE8Z motioned that next June when dues come due, they be increased to $25 per
year. Cletus K8TLT supported motion. After much discussion on the motion. Bob K2IBM motioned to
table the motion until the club officers and the board have time to study the motion. Norm W8TTH sec-
ond motion to table. Motion Passed. Discussion continued on weather radios. Bruce KB8OXK will
send information to Bob K2IBM on a specific radio which he will put on the website. Motion to ad-
journ Harold WA8QPS second by Ken K8KIC.Motion passed. The Program on a homebuilt HF an-
tenna was put on by Cletus K8TLT.
Secretary, Bill KA8ARK.

Did you know that…
...the K8XXX cluster is back on the rf ports? (as of 1/1/04 22m, 440 and 220, soon 6m)
...K8GX is at this moment rebuilding his new TH-6DX yagi?
...Monday nights and Wednesday nights are getting bigger and bigger?
...KG8CO is now QRV mobile vhf/uhf?
...NU8Z and K8KS and the guys set a new QSO and point record on 160m from K8XXX@N8CC?
...K8AQM was 4th in the US and Canada in last year’s ARRL DX Contest on 80m?
...K8NP will soon have an AR-3 receiver and doesn’t even know it?
...W8TTH and K8AQM managed to screw-up the computer lighting at TMS’ stage?
...there is a great radio mag for nostalgic radio called “Electric Radio”?
...K8AQM got an Alinco DJ-841 to carry in the dog-mobile?
...there is a box of “Free Stuff” at the club donated by Jack W8MWC?
...K2IBM and K8AQM are still struggling with paper issue...sure miss Andy
...K8NP built a safe keying circuit in his antique Johnson Adventurer?
...WE8Z was mised at the Monday night meeting to copy code?
...K8KIC actually met “Biggie Munn”?
...the snowbirds will soon be heading south?
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AARC , #2 In Michigan

The club receiver this past
month a certificate for our efforts
in the 2003 Michigan QSO Party.
We came in second in the state and
lost to a club from the U.P. We
just barely lost but we still. Lost.
It’s all well and good to be the sec-
ond best club in Michigan how-
ever, I don’t think we’re second
best.

What will it take to be #1?
The answer is simple, more effort
from our members. The past year
saw a very good turn out of opera-
tors from our club who had never
been in the QSO Party before.
Great strides were made and many
fine scores were turned in . Now
that these operators have a feel for
how the Party works, 2004 should
be a banner year for us, the year
we take the number one position in
Michigan clubs.

The K8AA multiop effort
of Dave and Mark have already
made a serious move to improve
their score. K8AQM multiop with
N8CC and K8JVW plan to equal

their QSO total of last year and increase considerably their multiplier total. K8KIC is going single op and
will produce a very considerable cw score. K8GX says his effort will be major this year and include cw
QSOs. WE8Z has been working on his cw and will increase his contribution. N8TIB and N8QZO hope-
fully will increase their efforts. Will K8TLT try to double his 100 ssb QSO total? Can K8KS make it to
KG8CO’s for a big score from this multi op station, I hope so. But it’s going to take more, these stations
plus the others I haven’t mantioned will again contribute I’m sure but we need more scores, more effort
by all of you have general class privileges. Would it help if some of us could give an at-the-station (club
station) lesson or two on how to contest and log during the Michigan QSO Party? We could have a run
through the procedures at one or two of the Monday or Wednesday night get togethers. If this would be a
good idea let K8AQM or NU8Z know and we’ll put something together for beginners onlyand then possi-
bly an advance course in contesting.

This is how we’ll be number one in Michigan clubs. Your help is needed, we lost one very good
score for next year with the passing of WA8UWQ. We can win this trophy but only with an effort that
represents the efforts of most of the club members. Even a small score would help; we lost by only
40,000 points in a contest were the top two club garnered over 650,000 points. Come on, we can do this!
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The Tickler

Monthly Michigan Section News Summary
(From the ARRL)

12-16-03
I recently swapped a few emails with Bruce, N8UT who is the frequency coordinator for the

Michigan Area Repeater Council. As you are aware, repeater coordination does not fall under the pur-
view of the ARRL, but certainly the greater interest and well being of the hams in Michigan does.
Hence this commentary: Bruce expressed his concerns about complacency in the ranks of ham radio
and the frustrations often faced by applicants for repeater frequencies. They are related. As Bruce de-
scribes it, far too many of us seem to be content in letting the other guy do it instead of taking an active
part. Repeater frequency coordination is done by a volunteer team, folks who have to sacrifice some of
their other activities to help the rest of us find suitable frequencies. Presently, there are simply not
enough of these volunteers to allow this effort to process applications as fast as we all would like to see
them done. It is not a complicated procedure, but one requiring that all of the internal processes be fol-
lowed. In brief, the Michigan Area Repeater Council could use your help. Amateur radio thrives on
volunteerism and this is an area seriously in need of some assistance. We use and support all of these
great repeaters across this great state, so let's pitch in and help the repeater coordinators. You can reach
Bruce at n8ut@arrl.net. Just a few volunteers will make a big difference. Don't let the other guy do it,
this is important, get involved. Thanks.

80m Award
You’ve heard the group of contesters

talk about the beverage receiving antennas we
use at N8CC’s shack when we operate in the
160m contests, well they also work extremely
well on 80m too! For two years now back to
back Jeff has let me run K8AQM in the
ARRL CWDX Contest as single operator-
single band on 80m. For two years I have
taken the top honors in the 8th call area and
been in the top stations of the country. Jeff
has a 65 foot insulated base vertical antenna
on 80m for transmit and of course those won-
derful beverage antennas for receive.

This past year conditions from the
midwest were extremely poor but even so, I
could hear and work stations that others
couldn’t. I only put in half the time as the
year before but it was enough to place fourth
in the US and Canada.

Now if we could only find some op-
erators who like to do phone the shack walls
of N8CC would gain additional certificates.

How about it, any SSB ops out there that would like to try their hand at gathering wallpaper?

mailto:n8ut@arrl.net.
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Adrian Amateur Radio Club
Box 26

Adrian, MI 49221
w8tqe@aix.cc

First Class

President
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX

w8ttx@yahoo.com

Vice President
Dick Densel, K8GX

k8gx@tc3net.com

Secretary
Bill Groover, KA8ARK

billgro@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Dave Larson, K8AA

k8aa@arrl.net

Executive Board

Neil Griffith, KC8DAR
njgriffith@dmci.net

Art Wheeler, KC8GTA
wheelie@voyager.net

Norman Schutte, W8TTH
w8tth@tc3net.com

Larry Lacy, W8LNR
W8LNR@aol.com

Editor
Ted Rachwal, K8AQM

K8AQM@arrl.net

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI. It is
printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local
electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. Articles about activities of
members are solicited. Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print
source. The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537
from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl.

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats
Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC-Net Control

Monday 10 Meter Local Chat at 9:00 p.m. on 28.495 +/- QRM
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM

Local Area Repeaters
W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl Adrian, Michigan
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl Adrian, Michigan

N8QZO 443.375 + 107.2 pl Adrian, Michigan
Local Area DX Packet Clusters

K8XXX 144.910, 441.150 Adrian, Michigan
K8XXX Telnet://12.245.236.250

Adrian ARC 31th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show
September 19, 2004

Hamfest Chair Eric, K8JVW k8jvw@arrl.net
AARC Web Page and E-mail Reflector

www.w8tqe.com
adrianarc@mailman.qth.net
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