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Hello everyone. I hope everyone has enjoyed their summer so far. The
weather has certainly been unpredictable lately. We really haven't had a lot
of nice days this year.

Hope everyone had a great time once again at the Ice Cream Social at the
August meeting. The weather stayed good for us all night. We would like to
thank Ted (K8AQM) and Judy (WD8LCH) for sharing their home with us.

Don't forget officer nominations will be held next Friday night at the Septem-
ber meeting. If you want to run for an office make sure you get your wishes
heard.

Norm and I went to several hamfests in August. We visited Angola, Jackson,
and Peotone and had a great time at all of them. The Peotone hamfest was
quite large and compared to the Findlay hamfest which is held in September.
I believe it is on September 12th this year and we will be attending it as we
always have in the past.

I hope everyone remembers SEPTEMBER 19th is our hamfest. Once again
we will put out plenty of Adrian Hamfest flyers at the Findlay hamfest. If
anyone is planning on attending the Findlay Hamfest, please look Norm and I
up. I always can use help putting flyers on cars and passing them out to ven-
dors. Since this is just the week before our hamfest it is the best time to get
our sales pitch in to the public. I encourage all of you to attend the Septem-
ber meeting to find out where you can help. Whether you help with set up,
parking, vendors, food sales, or cleanup - I am sure we have a place for you.
See Eric (K8JVW) if you can help out in any way. The hamfest is where we
get most of our money to keep our club and station operating. I will once
again be in the kitchen slaving away.

Neil (KC8DAR) has once again managed to secure the fairgrounds for our
hamfest next year. I hope everyone lets him know how important his quest is
for the club's future.

I hope to see you all at the meeting on the 3rd and the hamfest on the 19th.

73 for now,
Ginny W8TTX
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Local Area Ham RdioInformation

The Tickler

K8DD Hank Kohl
If you’ve been around the club for awhile you’ve heard us talk about “the Duck” or “the Duck-

ster”, that’s K8DD of course and none other than Hank (Henry) Kohl. Hank has been a long time per-
sonal friend of mine and it’s been a pleasure to know and hang with the Duck. Hank has been on many,
many Dxpeditions but carries his interests in ham radio far, far beyond Dxing. Hank is an avid QRP man
and is an officer in the national QRP organization as well as a member of the Michigan QRP organiza-
tion. Hank operates QRP and builds QRP, he has two K2 transceivers in addition to his QRO equipment.
Below is a picture of Hank’s well equipped station:

Along with operating in our 160m contests from N8CC and the other major DX contests you’ll
hear Hank actively in the Michigan QSO Party and operating many special events activities including
most recently from the Fort Gratiot Lighthouse during the lighthouses on the air activity.

Hank is also an ARRL field representative on technical matters. He’ll be off to Zone 2 this year
… again...for the CQWW SSB Contest and helping to mount a very serious Michigan QSO Party effert
next spring. Hank has just recently put together the soon-to-be N8QZO Spider Packetcluster. The fol-
lowing photo will introduce you to “the Duck” and you can catch a glimpse of him at Findlay in a couple
of weeks. Say hello when you see him or at least give him a friendly “quack-quack”.
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AARC Club Gossip! ....................................
The Tickler

AARC Club Minutes

Did you know that….
...NU8Z has been learning about tuning quads for maximum gain?
...N8QZO will soon has a cluster activated at his place on 2m, 220, and 440?
...K8AA got his new Force 12 antenna up?
...K8GX got his Hygain TH-6DXX up and operating FB?
...if the wx cooperated KG8CO should have his big 4 element 40m yagi up, his 2 el 40/4el 20m up
and his log periodic antenna fixed and back up...way to go Brian!
...K8AQM, using goat cheese, caught 6 mice this month in his shack?
...K8KIC has his Genlog program running great cw with his keyboard?
...N8QEW’s Florida QTH escaped all damages from “Charlie”?
...W8TTH got more Rohn 20 tower this week?
...K8AQM with the help of his friends is making some pretty cool paddles for Bencher paddles?
...W8LNR is sorely missed at the Monday night gatherings?
...the Monday night gathering is changing it’s name to the “Roast K8AQM Night”?

The Adrian Amateur Radio Club Board met at the home of Ted K8AQM and on
August 6, 2004. President Ginny W8TTX called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm,
also present were Dick K8GX, Dave K8AA, Norm W8TTH, Neil KC8DAR, Art KC8GTA,
and Ted K8AQM.

Discussion determined what old and new business needed to be presented at
the club meeting. The board meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm.

The Adrian Amateur Radio Club met at the home of Ted K8AQM and Judy
WD8LCH for an Ice Cream Social Meeting on August 6, 2003 with 33 people pres-
ent. Our Secretary was absent.

After the welcome and roll call there was mention of the minutes that
were reported in the Tickler and the minutes were approved on a motion by
Harold WA8QPS and seconded by Bob KB8HW. The treasurer's report was read and
approved on a motion by Nick KC8ONZ and seconded by Jim W1SJG.
Old business
Mention our new website w8tqe.com, the need of articles for the Tickler, and
Ted K8AQM reported that the arrangements for the coax stringing event are not
completed yet.
New business
It was mention that the hamfest is on September 19th and we need all the help
we can get.

The Wednesday night get togethers at the club will be discontinued un-
til the winter. On Monday nights, members can still meet at 7 pm as normal.
A motion was made by Mark NU8Z to sponsor the Mad River group again next year
was and seconded by Ken K8KIC. The motion passed. It was mentioned that Sep-
tember is the month for officer nominations.

Club dues for this year are now DUE.

Motion to adjourn the meeting by Bob KB8HW and second by Harold WA8QPS. Mo-
tion passed. Just in time for ICE CREAM.

Substitute secretary, Ginny W8TTX
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The Tickler

Club Dues
This year marks the beginning of our new club dues, $25. After much debate recognizing the in-

crease in costs of managing our club, the membership voted to increase dues from $15 to $25. That’s a
lot of money but then all our operating costs have risen as explained by our club treasure K8AA, insur-
ance is up, our contribution to the CAP for the use of such an excellent facility needed to be increased
and the sponsoring of the Adrian ARC Hamfest has increased. But little has been said regarding what
you truly get for your investment. Here are only some of the benefits to being a member of the club:
� Two very fine repeaters covering the area on 2m and 440.
� An excellent club station covering 160m-10m and 2m, 220 and 440.
� A meeting place that is used Monday nights, Wednesday nights (in the winter) and monthly.
� Class to bring others into amateur radio.
� A web page loaded with outstanding features.
� Expertise in many fields within amateur radio and in areas of life skills.
� Dayton Hamfest options for seller facilities, places to store your purchases and friends galore.
� Our own local Hamfest.
� Our “Pre Dayton” hamfest.
� Presentation by club members on topics of interest at our meetings.
� And lest I forget, an informative and titillating club newspaper!

I am sure there are many more reasons to retain your membership or become a member of the
Adrian ARC, at $25 a year it is really a fabulous bargain! We welcome everyone and encourage your
support of one of Michigan’s finest amateur radio clubs.

Ted, K8AQM

Paddles With Phazass!
I’m a cw man and have seven paddles. Most of these are Bencher paddles but a couple are different

brands and models. Recently I got the idea to jazz up my paddles and replace the plastic paddles with those made
from various exotic woods. With the help of K8TLT I started with my “Code Warrior” paddle I take on Dxpedi-
tions. It had a broken paddle and needed replacing. K8TLT had some “blood wood” he thought would be excel-
lent for the paddles and using my old paddles Cletus made me a set. I did the sanding and polishing and with the
help of W8TTH the holes were drilled to fit the screws. K8AA helped me cut some exotic “zebra wood for my
Bencher paddle and W8TTH provided the skill to “tap” the paddle to accept the 4-40 machine screws since the
Bencher paddles were riveted on. So with the help of my friends’ tools and machines I am now replacing all my
plastic paddles with exotic wood paddles. The pictures below show the current changes as well as the “stock”

Bencher.
Making these paddles is mainly a labor of love and although the original plastic paddles are certainly ade-

quate, the richness of the various exotic woods have an outstanding feel and real sense of a “personal touch.” I
have several other exotic woods I am now cutting and shaping to replace all my plastic paddles. Why not consider
making your paddles more personal?

Postscript: W8TTH tells me he saw someone at the last hamfest he attended selling ready-made wooden replace-
ments for the Bencher paddles. This could be a very easy route to go.
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The Tickler

Amateur Radio Tradition … The Wouff Hong
At the Jackson Hamfest W8TTH won a very interesting book, From Spark...1914-1989...To

Space published by the Amateur Radio Relay League. There are many wonderful traditions in amateur
radio and “The Wouff Hong” is a favorite with old timers and those of us who haunt the low bands. Be-
low is the history of “The Wouff Hong” as presented in the book.

In an institution as old as Amateur Radio, traditions and symbols of the art ap-
pear and become part of it. Our traditions are many, but aside from the ARRL Dia-
mond, only one has become a part of the framework of Amateur Radio, the symbol of
its finest tradition, its long and glorious history.

That symbol is the Wouff Hong. Every ham should know its origin.
It started way back in 1917, in the very earliest days of ARRL and QST, when

an anonymous amateur, writing under the title “The Old Man,” created a wonderful se-
ries of humorous stories in the magazine. In a pithy, irascible style he assailed all that
struck him as criticizable about ham radio operation of the period in his famous “Rotten
Radio” series. He pitilessly exposed the poor operating practices of the day, yet did it
in a way which drew chuckles even from those recognizing themselves as the special
targets of his ire.

In one of those stories, “Rotten QRM,” he launched forth with examples of
some poor sending cluttering up the band in a particular QSO to which he was listening.
The gibberish included the words “wouff hong” which, apparently, was being used by
someone or somebody else.

Although T.O.M. himself admitted at the time he didn’t know exactly what a
wouff hong was, it quickly became something with which both to attack bad operating
practices and to discipline their perpetrators.

The tradition was established, and the Wouff Hong created in the minds of
thousands of amateurs as some mythical instrument of torture to be used in enforcing
good operating practice in Amateur Radio.

When QST resumed after the war (WWI...ed), one of its first contributors was T.O.M. In an early 1919
issue he contributed an article “Rotten Starting” to work off steam on the slowness with which our government
was getting around to let us operate again. At the conclusion of the article appeared the following: “In the Mean-
time...I am sending you a specimen of a real live Wouff Hong which came to light out here when we started to get
our junk out of cold storage. Keep it in the Editorial sanctum where you can lay hands on it quickly in an emer-
gency. We will be allowed to transmit soon and you will need it.”

The object was duly received at HQ, and there it remains to this day.
We know the significance of the Wouff Hong. We don’t know the significance of its weird shape. Not

even the beloved T.O.M. (revealed, after his death, as none other than our first president, Hiram Percy Maxim)
ever explained that. But as the years passed. It continued to grow in the affections of amateurs the country over,
old-timer and youngster alike. Today, it is thoroughly entrenched in the lore of Amateur Radio as its most sacred
symbol.

Also among Amateur Radio tradi-
tions, is the “Reti Snitch”. This “Reti Snitch
is a formidable substitute when the Wouff
Hong was engaged elsewhere.

Ed….One can only imagine how this was
used!
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Adrian Amateur Radio Club
Box 26

Adrian, MI 49221
w8tqe@aix.cc

First Class

President
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX

w8ttx@yahoo.com

Vice President
Dick Densel, K8GX

k8gx@tc3net.com

Secretary
Bill Groover, KA8ARK

billgro@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Dave Larson, K8AA

k8aa@arrl.net

Executive Board

Neil Griffith, KC8DAR
njgriffith@dmci.net

Art Wheeler, KC8GTA
wheelie@voyager.net

Norman Schutte, W8TTH
w8tth@tc3net.com

Larry Lacy, W8LNR
W8LNR@aol.com

Editor
Ted Rachwal, K8AQM

K8AQM@arrl.net

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI. It
is printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials,
local electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. Articles about ac-
tivities of members are solicited. Permission is granted to any other publication to
reprint items appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including pre-
vious print source. The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4
PL or 537 from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl.

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats
Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC-Net Control

Monday 10 Meter Local Chat at 9:00 p.m. on 28.495 +/- QRM
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM

Local Area Repeaters
W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl Adrian, Michigan
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl Adrian, Michigan

N8QZO 443.375 + 107.2 pl Adrian, Michigan
Local Area DX Packet Clusters

K8XXX 144.910, 441.150 Adrian, Michigan
K8XXX Telnet://k8xxx.no-ip.info

Adrian ARC 31th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show
September 19, 2004

Hamfest Chair Eric, K8JVW k8jvw@arrl.net
AARC Web Page and E-mail Reflector

www.w8tqe.com
adrianarc@mailman.qth.net
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