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From the Prez..........................
Volume 28, Issue 6 June, 2004

Hi everyone!

Mother Nature has given us a lot of rain this year and she can stop any-
time soon! We could do without the threat of tornadoes, too.
Dayton Hamvention has once again come and gone. Time sure flies when

you are having fun. It is always fun to go to the Dayton Hamvention. We
had two days of great weather, but of course it was cold and had to rain all
day Saturday. To our amazement the flea market still stayed quite active. A
lot of people just put on their rain suits and others didn't, but they still walked
the flea market. As always each day after the Hamvention we enjoyed each
other's company, devoured scrumptious food, and drank the beverage of our
choice. Thanks to Ted (K8AQM) some of us tried Japanese cuisine for the
first time. The food was great and so was the Japanese beer and sake. We al-
ways eat way too much for our own good, but we have a year to recuperate.
The silver bullet once again made the journey without a problem. I think
everyone went home happy with the purchases they made. Now that it is
over, we once again have a whole year to plan and dream of Dayton Ham-
vention 2005. Don't believe all pictures that may appear in this issue.
Things aren't always as they look, sometimes they are worse.
The month of June brings a couple of good hamfests. Close to us in

Michigan we have the Chelsea and Monroe hamfests coming up soon. Last
year we attempted to make it to the Breezeshooters Hamfest in Butler, Penn-
sylvania, but had vehicle problems and spent the weekend with some nice
folks in Milan, Ohio. They saw us broke down on the road and allowed us to
pull our truck and camper into their driveway for the whole weekend until we
could get a new radiator for the truck. There are still some caring people in
the world. We now have friends for life and hope to see them in the future,
but not under those same circumstances. Once again we are going to head
off to Pennsylvania on the 5th. It is supposed to be a fairly large event and
should be fun.
We will be holding a test session at the club on June 9th from 7-9 p.m. if

anyone wants to upgrade or get their first license. Please spread the news to
all your friends and associates. As always if you are a VE come and help out.
I would like to congratulate all the high school and college graduates this

year. My youngest daughter, Robin, graduated this year from Sand Creek
High School. Thank goodness it is over. After a short summer vacation, she
will be attending Adrian College in the fall.

I will catch you at the meeting. 73s,
Ginny W8TTX
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Local Area Ham RdioInformation

The Tickler

My good friend Mark, WB8JKR enjoys working
on amplifiers and scanning around the internet. Mark
knows his stuff and has kept the AQM amplifiers all
working through the years as well as designing circuits
used by some commercial amplifier builders. Recently
Mark sent me the enclosed pictures shown here of an am-
plifier for sale on e-bay. The front panel here in this
photo is very clean and has the typical “load” and “plate
“ controls but what is not typical is the lack of a band
switch and the inside layout of the amp! This amplifier
has 12, yes, 12 3-500Z tubes! I used to run a Heathkit
SB-220 which ran 2 3-500Z tubes and the output was
1200-1300 watts!

Doing the math gets you something like 7200-7800 watts! And since the band switch seems to be miss-
ing, that would lead one to believe this amp is used/sold on 11 meters. What must the power supply for
this beauty be? Perhaps a “pole pig” is required to supply the voltage and current in the power supply,
who knows? At any rate this is definitely going beyond the limit in amateur radio and certainly on the 11
meter band. Gee, suppose you couple this to a 9-10 db gain antenna!

THIS IS GOING BEYOND THE LIMITS!

Ancient History?

I receiverd this picture of an old QSL card from a friend in
Toledo. Gee, could this be a long lost family member of the AQM
crowd? Perhaps it is the “first” of the 8AQMs or at least a very early
relative.

I wonder who the original W8TTH, W8TTX and W8LNR
were? I do know the story behind K8GX though. It would be fun to
look into the history of some of our re-issued call signs.
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AARC Club Gossip! ....................................
The Tickler

AARC Club Minutes
The Adrian Amateur Radio Club board met at the CAP building at 7:00 pm on May 5, 2004. The

following were present: President Ginny W8TTX, Dick K8GX, Larry W8LNR, Mark NU8Z, Norm
W8TTH, Dave K8AA, Art KC8GTA and Bill KA8ARK. Dayton tickets have not been received yet Ted
K8AQM could use some help cleaning out the trailer for Dayton at 3:00 pm Sunday. motion to adj Dave
at 7:00 pm.

The Adrian amateur Radio Club meeting was called to order by President Ginny W8TTX at 7:00
pm at the CAP building on May 5,2004. There were 25 members and guests present. Dave Abraham
gave the program at the beginning of the meeting so he could leave early. His topic was how he, as a
state
representative, could help amateur radio. Roll call was by callsign. The April minutes were approved as
published in the Tickler upon a motion by Harold WA8QPS second by Bob K2IBM. Motion passed. The
Treasurer's report was presented by Dave K8AA and showed a balance of $3,169.91. Motion to accept
the report was by Ken K8KIC, second by Eric K8JVW. Motion Passed. The Pre Dayton Hamfest pro-
vided $95 to the repeater fund. The Michigan QSO party report by Mark NU8Z showed approx.
1,100,000 points for Lenawee County. Hopefully this will be a winner. The Adopt a highway cleanup
project attracted 9 people who did a good job. Thanks to all who helped. Ted K8AQM will be cleaning
the Silver Bullet for Dayton on Sunday at 3:00 pm, come, help, and bring the stuff you want to go to
Dayton. The Dayton tickets have not arrived yet but we are expecting them any moment. The Meeting
was adjourned upon a motion by Bob K2IBM moved second by Jack KC8A.
Secretary Bill KA8ARK.

Did you know…..
…NU8Z has bought an FT-1000 MP Mark V? That makes TWO FT-1000 at NU8Z!
...K8GX has a new IC-746 Pro? Bought at Dayton and Larry, W8LNR, enjoyed spending Dick’s money.
...K8AQM has a new ALM-500 (500 watt solid state amp), bought at Dayton.
...K8AA has a new ALM-500 (500 watt solid state amp), bought at Dayton.
..almost everything we took to Dayton sold, bad weather but great sales.
...large, very large screen TV is watched at Dayton now at the Red Roof?
...Norm’s Fabrication did a brisk business in torque arms this year at Dayton?
...ex-WB8LKL, Denny, has his K-2 operational,? Nice job Denny!
...K8AA and K8JVW both went to the WW II Memorial dedication in Washington with their veteran
Family?
...the Tuesday night 10m cw net is still on? Last week K8KIC, K8GX and K8AQM were there...come!
...K8AA and K8AQM are finalizing their gear for their 5W operation.
…NU8Z is eying getting into the 6m game? Bet he’s first with DXCC!
...there is no news to report on the Michigan QSO Party but all logs have been submitted?
...we still need a “home” for the silver bullet...free membership?
...N8QZO bought an AL-811 H amplifier?
...the Monday and Wednesday night get-togethers are still going on at the CAP building?
...K8NP has just about restored his origininal Novice station, Heathkit AR-3 rx and Johnson Adventurer?
...K8KIC sold his straight key won from the QLF Contest years ago?
...this is antenna season, are you ready to work?
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The Tickler

CONVERSATION
A Bit of a Stretch

(This is the text of a short presentation I made to the Town Hall Meeting forum at the Dayton Hamvention. While
its tone is general, the message applies equally well to contesting.) What is the biggest challenge facing ham radio?
Some might say that it's BPL and CCRs, and while those are very important I would disagree. Some might say
demographics and I'd say that they were close. The biggest challenge that we face today is outreach. There are two
types of outreach. First, "Inside Outreach" is hams reaching out to other hams across our internal party lines. The
hobby has such a broad scope today that we can lose touch entirely with aspects outside of our own interests. It's far
too common to hear, "I have nothing in common with them," 'them' being whoever your group is not. Are you kid-
ding me? To anyone even slightly removed from ham radio, our differences are miniscule, yet we sometimes insist
on magnifying our differences to ridiculous extremes. This must be avoided for it weakens us as a group and diverts
our energies from attending to the health of the hobby. Second, "Reaching Outreach" means hams reaching out to
those who are not, making them aware of ham radio and presenting the hobby as an attractive and useful activity.
Sometimes, we hide our light under a heavy bushel. This is partly due to the depth and breadth of the hobby. Unlike
a generation ago, there is so much to ham radio that 24 hours a day is just not enough time to experience it all. Just
ask our spouses. This very attraction pulls our focus inward, when we need to occasionally turn outward. In addi-
tion, many of us are better tinkerers than salesmen and women. As a result, we slowly disappear from public view,
into our own mythical radio Shangri-La. When I started writing "Ham Radio for Dummies," I planned it to be a
Desktop Elmer for new hams and licensing students - and this it certainly is. However, as I ferreted out information
about the various niches of the hobby, I realized how much there was that I, a grizzled 30-year veteran, didn't know
and of which I had been blissfully unaware. I also became aware as I worked with my non-ham editors of what a
compelling story we have to tell. Not just of the days of yore and of radio pioneers, but of ham radio here and now.
If only it could be told straight up and not as stereotyped images. I realized that there are literally dozens of great
and interesting stories that needed a vehicle to carry them. I hope that "Ham Radio for Dummies" is just the first of
those vehicles. Sure, I'd like to sell a copy to every ham. But I'd really like to sell you two - one to keep and one to
give away to a neighbor, a co-worker, a niece or nephew, or maybe to your mayor or a news reporter. The "for
Dummies" brand is a opportunity for ham radio to break out and be seen and heard by John and Jane Q Public and
their 2.2 offspring. They won't see it if it's sitting on your radio shack's bookshelf.

"Ham Radio for Dummies" is only a tool. It must be used to be effective. The demographics of ham radio
are clear. If we continue to fracture internally and waste our energy on divisive debates, ten years from now, this
convention may be just a memory. But the demographics also point to the solution. Making a few reasonable as-
sumptions, we can hold our numbers steady by recruiting just one new ham apiece every few years. Just one! If we
can pull in two in the same period, ham radio will be back on an ascending flight path. Don't sit back and wait for
somebody else to do it. Don't fall into the trap of, "I paid my dues, let the ARRL do it." The ARRL is a powerful
voice for ham radio, but people don't take up avocations because they like a national organization. If you can recall
what got you into ham radio, it was probably seeing people like yourself having a good time and doing something
useful and interesting. The
future of ham radio depends on each of you.

"Ham Radio for Dummies" is a start. Of course, it's an opportunity for us to practice Inside Outreach and
get back in touch with other parts of our hobby's family that we may not have visited with for a long time. More im-
portantly, the familiar yellow-and-black cover gives us a Reaching Outreach presence on bookshelves and Web sites
that we have never had before. I was fortunate enough to be in the right place at the right time to write it. The chal-
lenge for you is to find your own right places and times to use it.

73, Ward N0AX

Below is a very good article written by N0AX and “lifted from the “ARRL Contest Rate Sheet, May 2004. Al-
though I have never seen a copy of “Ham Radio for Dummies”, it just might be worth buying and reading.
K8AQM, editor
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The Tickler

The weather was some of the worst at Dayton I
have been through but it was Dayton and that means
fun! When the Adrian gang goes to Dayton there can be
nothing but fun and with the “Silver Bullet” along that’s
how it begins. Again W8TTH pulled the bullet down
and back with no problems. Norm made sure we had
“newer” tires on and at 6:00 AM Thursday WE8Z,
K8AQM and W8TTH/W8TTX headed south.

Friday morning is always setup and with “the
gang all here” it took only a half hour to get ourselves
open for business and off exploring the market for those
“good deals”. To the right NU8Z, K8KS and KB8ECG
hold down the sales table.

Looks like K8KS is enjoying his cigar when NU8Z rests his weary dogs from scouring the flea
market. KG8CO checks out “a bargin” in vhf. Is that W8TTH enjoying a cigar while “Mr. Rise and
Shine,” WE8Z ponders why the smoke always comes to him. There is absolutely nothing worse than
WE8Z in the morning smiling and grinning while the rest of us are still trying to figure-out what day it is
and why we’re up so darn early!

Below W8TTH relaxes with an adult beverage or three while NU8Z wonders if he’ll really like
this Japanese food….and he did too! Sure wish Dayton 2005 would hurry!

DAYTON 2004
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Adrian Amateur Radio Club
Box 26

Adrian, MI 49221
w8tqe@aix.cc

First Class

President
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX

w8ttx@yahoo.com

Vice President
Dick Densel, K8GX

k8gx@tc3net.com

Secretary
Bill Groover, KA8ARK

billgro@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Dave Larson, K8AA

k8aa@arrl.net

Executive Board

Neil Griffith, KC8DAR
njgriffith@dmci.net

Art Wheeler, KC8GTA
wheelie@voyager.net

Norman Schutte, W8TTH
w8tth@tc3net.com

Larry Lacy, W8LNR
W8LNR@aol.com

Editor
Ted Rachwal, K8AQM

K8AQM@arrl.net

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI. It is
printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local
electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. Articles about activities of
members are solicited. Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print
source. The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537
from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl.

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats
Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC-Net Control

Monday 10 Meter Local Chat at 9:00 p.m. on 28.495 +/- QRM
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM

Local Area Repeaters
W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl Adrian, Michigan
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl Adrian, Michigan

N8QZO 443.375 + 107.2 pl Adrian, Michigan
Local Area DX Packet Clusters

K8XXX 144.910, 441.150 Adrian, Michigan
K8XXX Telnet://k8xxx.no-ip.info

Adrian ARC 31th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show
September 19, 2004

Hamfest Chair Eric, K8JVW k8jvw@arrl.net
AARC Web Page and E-mail Reflector

www.w8tqe.com
adrianarc@mailman.qth.net
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