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Hello folks. Once again winter seems to be here already. We have
had a little snow and a little sleet already. I have had enough already and we
can go back to the warmer weather of spring.

I hope everyone had a delightful Thanksgiving. We had a good day
and ate way too much food as usual. We just have a small immediate family
gathering, but I still fix way too much food, but the leftovers will be great.
However, you can only have turkey sandwiches a couple of times and the
dogs will love the rest.

Norm (W8TTH) and myself once again went to the Holland and Fort
Wayne Hamfests. Both of them were quite a success. There were lots of
vendors and lots of people to check out the great deals. My favorite of the
two is of course, Fort Wayne. We stay the whole weekend and are getting to
know the area a lot better. We stayed a lot closer to the Coliseum this year
and at a lot closer to the local restaurants. It was a good time all the way
around. Once again a lot of our members attended the Fort Wayne Hamfest.
It was good to see you there.

I am not sure whether we will be having a program at the meeting on
Friday, Dec. 3rd or not. We may be having a short weather spotter program,
but this has not been confirmed. I would also like to apologize for the mes-
sage in my article last month stating that Mark (NU8Z) was doing his pro-
gram last month. His program of "Ham Humor" will actually be presented at
the January meeting. I would like to also apologize to Ted (K8AQM) and
Dave (K8AA) for not letting everyone know that their presentation was in
fact the one that was to be presented last month. This is not the first mistake
I have ever made and I am certain it will not be the last.

I was not at the meeting last month, but I hear that Dick (K8GX) han-
dled everything quite well and the normal troublemaker of the group (Norm)
was with me, so I am sure he didn't even have to toss the gavel at anyone. I
hope you all enjoyed the program that Ted (K8AQM) and Dave (K8AA) pre-
sented. Sorry we did not attend, but the Holland Hamfest was on Saturday
and we didn't want the long drive in the morning so we went the night before.

I don't have a whole lot more to say, so I will say 73 for now and
hope to see you all at the meeting on Friday.

Ginny W8TTX
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Local Area Ham RdioInformation

The Tickler

Serious Antenna Work at N8CC’s
Many of you may not know N8CC, Jeff Benson who lives in Nashville, Michigan and is a club

member. It’s from the shack of N8CC that we do our 160M and 80M operations. Jeff has an excellent
antenna system for these two bands and is completely work on a fabulous 40M system with the other
bands soon to follow. Can you imagine putting up a 200 foot tower of Rohn 45? The climb alone would
be tiring! Jeff has done that and at the top he has recently installed a 4 element 40M yagi! Here are some
pictures of Jeff’s new antenna and a view from 200 feet up:

Above is Jeff at the 80 foot level tuning and tweaking the
antenna while the picture at the right is the finished an-
tenna at 200 feet!

The antenna is a homebrew design with two
driven elements and loading coils inserted in the ele-
ments. Below is a picture of the loading coils designed
and built by Jeff:

This tower will also
have two 5 element 10M mono-
banders (phased) in addition to
the 40M and other antennas.
The picture on the right shows
the mast that will be used for the
two 10M monobanders. One
antenna will be at the bottom of
the mast and one at the top.
This side-mount construction
will give the two antennas about
270 degrees of rotation. Stack-
ing antennas gives about 3db
gain over a single antenna and a
bit lower angle of radiation take-
off.

Now to figure out where
to mount the 20M and 15M
stacks! Jeff does everything in a
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AARC Club Gossip! ....................................
The Tickler

AARC Club Minutes
The Adrian Amature Radio Club board meeting met on November 5, 2004, and was chaired by Vice Presi-

dent Dick K8GX. The following persons were present, Dick K8GX, Larry K8LNR, Ted K8AQM, Mark Nu8Z,
Dave K8AA, Art K8JVW, Bob K2IBM and Bill KA8ARK. The Tresurer's report by Dave K8AA showed a bal-
ance of $5,546.17. There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm.

The Adrian Amateur Club met on November 5, 2004 at 7:30 pm, with 22 persons present. The October
minutes were approved upon a motion by Paul KC8KZG second by Harold WA8QPS. The Treasurers report by
Dave K8AA showed a balance of $5,546.17. A motion by Jack WB8BBO, second by Jack KC8A to accept the
report, motion passed. Old business, Ted K8AQM reported that W8TQE came in first in the Mich QSO
party. Ken K8KIC was 5th in the state. Ted K8AQM was 1st multiop. Dave K8AA was second. New
business. We need a program for December. Ted & Dave show from KH6BB will be tonight. Bob discussed the
new website. The club showed their appreciation to Bob K2IBM for his work on the website and Ted K8AQM for
the excellent Tickler. Ken K8KIC moved and Bob K2IBM that the club donate $600 to the CAP. Joe K8YZA an-
nounced that the weather service will present the Spotter program for the December program. The antenna party
at the club will be held Saturday November 6 if weather and the Madison fire dept. cooperates. Meeting ad-
journed upon a motion by Joe K8YZA, second by Allen N8TIB at 7:49 pm.

Bill KA8ARK Secretary.

Did you know that…
…KG8CO went to the Bahama’s with a license and never operated? Shame on you Brian!
… NU8Z won first place in the 8th District as single-op 80M ARRL CW DX Contest and 4th place in all
USA and Canada? Way to go Mark!

… It’s a known fact that Kaz K8KS is a 6m icon on the band? Everyone knows “The Kaz Man”!
… W8LNR is still planning on having a spring erection?
… K8AA has cards for 5W0 for all our club members who worked us? See Dave.
… it is rumored that KG8CO challenged NU8Z to a phone contest in the past SSB Sweep Stakes?
… K8AQM worked 30 countries with his HT-37 and 75A4 this past weekend?
…WE8Z has a beautiful new F-250 Diesel?
… K8KIC and K8GX are still QRV on 10m at 28050 on Tuesday evening, 8:00 PM? All are welcome!
… K8AQM took 10th place USA/Canada in the ARRL CW DX Contest on 160m?
… NU8Z, K8AQM and K8KS will be contesting this weekend on 160M CW as K8XXX? Work ‘em!
… N8CC has his 4 element 40M yagi up and 200 feet?
… Both the club and the CAP have their antennas up with new coax now?
… K8AQM and N8CC are making traps for the CAP low band antenna?
… K8TLT is back from W5 land (Texas)?
… the new hamfest flyer for 2005 is on the web page?
… N8QZO still hasn’t picked up the cluster that’s ready for him?
… K8AQM has just purchased a Collins KWS-1 transmitter and Collins 51j4 receiver?
… there is a way to key the old boat anchors with your computer?
… the Madison Fire Dept came with their truck to help with our antenna work at the CAP?
… this month’s program is on winter storm watch?
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The Tickler

W8TQE and CAP Antenna Work
With the help of the Madison Fire Depart antenna work was completed on Novemebr 4 for both

the Adrian ARC and the Civil Air Patrol. Members from both groups worked to reinstall existing anten-
nas and to add new ones all with new RG-213 coax. The following is a pictorial story of their success.

Here is the truck brought out by the fire department with the “climber” and “pilot” heading out and up.
W8LNR with his back to the camera prepares for ground work. The “chief” got the ladder up until fine
control was needed by our “pilot.”

Bill KA8ARK, Ken K8KIC and Ken (CAP) and Randy N4UUJ work hard as ground crew holding tag
lines and uncoiling the new coax. WE8Z was there giving lots of support and ideas along with N8TIB
Alan and Art KC8GTW.

It took us over five hours to get the old antennas down,
the old coax off, the new antennas on and the new coax in place
and taped along the tower legs. Dick K8GX, is not shown here
in the pictures because he tool all the pictures and when he was-
n’t taking pictures, he was busy helping with the ground crew.
The following page show the pictures of the “in air” crew work-
ing on antennas. Ted K8AQM was in the bucket and wishing
Norm W8TTH was not at a hamfest but here in his place!
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Fort Wayne Hamfest Shoppers...Sheesh!
It would appear they let anyone into

the Fort Wayne Hamfest! Here from left to
right are Mark Campbell W8MC, Mark
NU8Z, and Dave K8AA. Gee doesn’t that
look like the bag Dave carries with “the
club’s” check book!!!

By all reports it was a good hamfest
and although Mark and Dave came back
without major purchases it was a lot of fun.

Thanks to Jeff N8CC, for providing
the picture. By the way W8MC has been to
FP with the guys and is a close neighbor to
N8CC up in Nashville.

W8TQE and CAP Antenna Work...continued
After removing the top verticals, the tribander was lowered but first removing an element to allow

the bucket to work its way in to the mast. The mast also had to be pulled and replaced with a new, bigger
mast designed and built by W8TTH. The picture on the right is a worm’s view as we worked above.

There remained the task of getting the coax into the building and that was worked on the remain-
der of the day while workers were there and again on the Monday night following. K8GX has lead the
effort in connecting coax into the shack in our station while Ken (CAP) connected the CAP side.

The club can not thank the Madison Fire Department enough for their generous use of time and
equipment. The task could not have been accomplished without their help. The CAP supplied coax for
their antennas and by early reports they are pleased with the new directional 2M antenna. Finally, a great
big thanks to all the club members who gave their time and expertise to accomplishing the installation. A
special thanks to Dick K8GX who headed the project and lastly to K8KIC who made sure there were no
doughnut holes left to dispose of! Well done everyone!
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Adrian Amateur Radio Club
Box 26

Adrian, MI 49221
w8tqe@aix.cc

First Class

President
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX

w8ttx@yahoo.com

Vice President
Dick Densel, K8GX

k8gx@tc3net.com

Secretary
Bill Groover, KA8ARK

billgro@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Dave Larson, K8AA

k8aa@arrl.net

Executive Board

Neil Griffith, KC8DAR
njgriffith@dmci.net

Art Wheeler, KC8GTA
wheelie@voyager.net

Norman Schutte, W8TTH
w8tth@tc3net.com

Larry Lacy, W8LNR
W8LNR@aol.com

Editor
Ted Rachwal, K8AQM

K8AQM@arrl.net

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI. It is
printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local
electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. Articles about activities of
members are solicited. Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print
source. The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537
from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl.

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats
Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC-Net Control

Monday 10 Meter Local Chat at 9:00 p.m. on 28.495 +/- QRM
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM
Tuesday night CW net 8:00 PM 28050 KHZ

Local Area Repeaters
W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl Adrian, Michigan
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl Adrian, Michigan

N8QZO 443.375 + 107.2 pl Adrian, Michigan

Adrian ARC 31th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show
September 18, 2005

Hamfest Chair Eric, K8JVW k8jvw@arrl.net

AARCWeb Page and E-mail Reflector
www.w8tqe.com

adrianarc@mailman.qth.net
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