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From the Prez..........................

Volume 28, Issue 4 April, 2004

Hello everybody! The weather has been a little wet lately, but I
would rather have rain than snow. Temperature wise you never know what
we will have, but I am pretty sure freezing is behind us or at least I hope.

We attended a couple of good hamfests so far in the month of March.
The Marshall hamfest went well and Norm and I had a great location in the
main room. There were a lot of people there and we had a great time. The
TMRA hamfest was also a success this year. Although there were a lot of
empty spaces on the floor in both rooms, the attendance seemed to be up
some from last year. At both of the hamfests we had plenty of people stop by
our table to look over Norm's tower hardware and we received lots of posi-
tive feed back. A lot of friends also stopped by at both of the hamfests and
that is always the best part of the hamfest. Some of our new hams even ven-
tured out for their first hamfesting experiences.

Once again Ted (K8AQM) and Mark (NU8Z) will head up the April
program and of course the topic will be the upcoming Michigan QSO Party.
Bring your contesting questions and be prepared for a good time. These two
are always very entertaining and knowledgeable on all aspects of contesting.

It was decided at the last club meeting to only mail "The Tickler" out
to members of the club that request this service in writing. If you don't have
the internet and need to have a copy mailed to you, please contact me or one
of the other officers or board members. It is not our intent to deprive any of
you from your enjoyment of reading the newsletter. It is just an effort to save
a few bucks for the club here and there if possible. If we don't hear from you
by May, this may be the last Tickler you will receive.

Once again, I would like to thank our editor, Ted (K8AQM), for the
great job he is doing on putting together "The Tickler". Please support him
by sending in articles and pictures.

I would also like to thank Ted for volunteering to co-chair the ham-
fest with Eric (K8JVW). We need to give them the support they need in the
months of preparation ahead. A lot of teamwork goes a long way. Be a part
of our hamfest team.

I hope to see you all at the April 2nd club meeting.

73,
Ginny W8TTX
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Local Area Ham RdioInformation
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2004 MICHIGAN QSO PARTY

Attention Michigan Amateurs. Spring is here and it's time for the Michigan QSO Party. This is a
great opportunity to get on the HF bands, have some fun, and represent the great State of
Michigan. The organizers of this event would like to see as many Michigan stations on the air
as possible. It is the activity of the Michigan stations that will make this event a success. This
event, like other state QSO parties has seen an increase in activity in recent years. Last year,
the number of MIQP logs submitted were up by 69% and the total qso count was up by 27%.
The MIQP is getting bigger and better every year. With the continued support of those that
have discovered the fun and the addition of some new blood, the MIQP will continue to grow. It
is now considered one of the better qso parties in the country.
As you can see from the rules listed below, this is only a 12 hour event.. Please consider get-
ting on the air for the whole thing, or any portion of the 12 hour period. You can operate from
home, portable, or mobile. We again, with the support of mobile stations plan on having some
activity in all 83 counties.
How about making this a club event? You can submit your individual or multi-op scores under
the name of the club and maybe bring home the club plaque. Hey, why not challenge another
local area club or other groups within your club? Are there others in your club that would con-
sider a mini expedition for a portable operation in one of the Michigan counties with minimal ac-
tivity?? Those of you that have been in the QSO Party, please help us get the word out and en-
courage other Michiganders to particiapate and join the fun. The name of the game is to have
fun and make Michigan "Radio Active" on April 17th. Hope to hear you on the air!
Date /Time: Michigan QSO Party, sponsored by the Mad River Radio Club, from 1600Z April
17th until 0400Z April 18th. Stations may operate the full 12 hours. (12 noon to 12 midnight lo-
cal Michigan time on April 17)
Modes and Categories: Phone and CW on 80/40/20/15/10 meters. Single-op, multi-op, and
mobile categories. Single-op entries are categorized by output power, QRP (5W or less), Low
Power (100W or less), and High Power (greater than 100W)
Multipliers: Work stations once per band and mode. Work other states and Michigan Stations.
Work portables and mobiles again as they change county, state or province.
Exchange: Exchange QSO number and location (county for MI stations, state/province or "DX"
for others).
Freqs: Suggested frequencies: CW-3545, 7045, 14045, 21045, 28045;
Phone-3850, 7225, 14250, 21300, 28450.
Scoring: One point per phone QSO, two points per CW QSO. Count multipliers once per mode.
Multipliers are MI counties for all entries, plus states & provinces for MI entries only. Final score
is total QSO points times total multipliers.
Log Submittal: Mail logs no later than 30 days after the contest to:
Mad River Radio Club, c/o Dave Pruett, 2727 Harris Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198 or via e-mail to
logs@miqp.org
More Information: For complete rules, along with free logging software, log and summary
sheets, see http://www.miqp.org
The information packet found on the web site may also be emailed. Contact NU8Z
cqnu8z@comcast.net.
73 es cu April 17th 2004... Mark NU8Z
PS Give your logs/files to K8AQM for scoring after the contest

mailto:logs@miqp.org
http://www.miqp.org
mailto:cqnu8z@comcast.net.
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AARC Club Minutes

Did you know that…
...club dues will be increased to $25 beginning in June?
...NU8Z and N8KBY are working on a major antenna deal?
...KC8A has loaded Genlog and is ready for the Michigan QSO Party?
...WD8LCC really likes his new TS-570?
...K8AQM worked all-time new countries in 15 minutes after the Tuesday cw net?
...K8AA has completed work on his solid state 300 watt amp, weighs in at only 13 lbs.?
...N8QZO repeater is now operating at low profile, repairs in progress?
...exWB8LKL Denny, new here, has ordered a K2/100 xcvr?
...this is the year for us to win the MQP Club competition?
...KG8CO and K8KS will operate as multi in the MQP?
...K8AA, NU8Z and ND5S will operate as multi in the MQP?
...K8AQM, N8CC and another will operate as multi in the MQP?
...N8KR, Ken Rogner says he plans to win the multi category?
...KC8GTA has a copy of Genlog ready for the MQP?
...K8TLT/KH6 was worked by N8JMN, WE8Z and K8AQM?
...W8TQE will not be open for the MQP due to CAP activities?
...W8TTH/W8TTX would welcome operators at their fine station for the MQP?
...we need EVERYONE to submit a score for our club in the MQP?

The March board meeting of the Adrian Amature Radio Clubmet at the CAP building on March 5, 2005 beginning at
1900 hours. The following persons were present: Ginny W8TTX, Norm W8TTH, Dave K8AA, Ted K8AQM, Paul KC8KZG,
Mark NU8Z, Art KC8GTA, Bill KA8ARK, Dick K8GX, Larry W8LNR. The program for the May meeting will be David
Abraham who is running for State Representative and will be speaking on, Emergency wx radios, Antennas, Data over power
lines and other issues that relate to ham operators on the state level. The Treasurer's report indicated that if we continue spend-
ing at our present rate and do not increase our income we will be bankrupt before the next hamfest. We discussed possible
ways to decrease spending: Stop mailing the Tickler to members and other clubs since it is available on the web page. It was
noted that If a member wants to have the Tickler mailed we could levy a charge to that individual, raise dues, stop providing
donuts and coffee, discontinue life and family membership at a reduced rate. It was pointed out that in the last 3.5 years the
club has increased: the donation to the CAP, Hamfest rent has increased. It was suggested that club
dues be increased to $25.00 per year. The meeting adjourned at 1935 hours.

The Adrian Amature radio club met at the CAP bldg Mar 5 2004 at 1945 hours with 41 persons present. Roll call was
by callsign. The minutes published in the Tickler was approved upon a motion by Harold WA8QPS second by Marion WF8F.
Motion passed. The Treasurers report by Dave K8AA showed a balance of $1894.24. Motion to accept the report by Randy
KC5VTK, second by Jack KC8A. Motion passed. Members were reminded to check the W8TQE web site for the Tickler.
Thanks to Ted K8AQM for voluntering to co-chair the hamfest with Eric K8JVW. The recent beginners class had an 87%
completetion rate. They used the new two day class. Ted K8AQM discussed having a pre Dayton hamfest to be held May 1,
2004 at the CAP building. Discussed that we may charge $1 or $2 for admittance or a donation to get in. The purpose is to
raise money for the rpeater. The Treasurer's report: Projected income and expenses will show a shortfall of $600
by Hamfest time. Increase in expenses over the last 3-5 years, showed an increase in the donation to CAP, and an increased
cost to rent the hamfest buildings. There was a suggestion to increase the dues to $25 per year. Bob K2IBM removed from the
table a motion made sometime ago by Cletus K8TLT and second by Denny WE8Z to increase dues to $25 per year. Motion
passed. Joe K8YZA motioned that those members who requested the Tickler be mailed to them, continue to receive it. Second
by Ken K8KIC. Motion passed. Two members suggested that we amend article 7 section 6 of the by laws eliminating life
membership, (current life members membership will be continued). Also revise section 5 of article 7 to read, family members
dues to be 50% of members current dues. Bylaw changes are to be voted on at next months meeting and needs 3/4 of the mem-
bers present to pass. Program next month by Ted K8AQM and Mark NU8Z. The meeting was adjourned upon a motion by Joe
K8YZA second Kevin N8JMN. The Program was by Paul KC8KZG on fuel cells. Secretary Bill KA8ARK.
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Meet KC8GTA, Art
Welcome to the world of KC8GTA, Art Wheeler. Art of course is on our board of directors and

been involved with the AARC since 1998 when he was first licensed. Art’s interest in ham radio goes
back to being a youngster of 10-12 when he met Herb Reid (father of Al W8WVU) through his father and
his love for radio was born. Listening on an old BC-312 military rig Art tuned the amateur and short-
wave bands but never went for his license until his cousin Ray Miles (WD8LCC) got him to sign-up for
our classes. With the help of his “Elmer” W8WVU, Art began his operating career on 80m and qrp mili-
tary rig and an end-fed resonant wire out to his barn. Today Art’s rig for hf consist of an Alinco DX-77,
Icom 707, straight key and an end-fed 400 ft wire and tuner. You can find Art on his favorite bands of
80m (3700-3750) and 15m (21100-21200) running cw and enjoying a qso. Check-out Art’s fine station:

Art doesn’t operate on the vhf/uhf bands but does listen on his scanner to the repeaters. The
equipment is there and including a PK-232 and Art says he’ll get around to it someday. Art can check
into the cluster with telnet and he now has Genlog operating, he’s ready for the Michigan QSO Party.

If you go back in ham radio a few years then Art’s collection of gear is worth seeing and chatting
about. Here’s a list of some of his gear:

Drake 2B Heathkit HW-100 Drake TR-4
Drake R4B rx Heathkit HW-101 Drake TR-4C
Drake T4B tx BC-312 rx Yaesu Ft-817
Drake R4C rx Johnson Ranger Ten Tec Argosy
Drake T4C tx Hallicrafters SR-150 Kenwood TS-930

This is classic radio gear and equipment many have owned, operated or dreamed of. Art says there are
other pieces for parts and such needs. Art has two towers to put up (45ft and 35 ft) and hopes to get them
up soon. He has both a Wilson 5 element tribander and a Butternut Butterfly antenna.

But ham radio is only part of Art’s interests. Art belongs to the Lenawee Computer Club and whil
visiting Art introduced me to “Knoppix” which is a Linux style operating sytem and told me about sev-
eral more he has an interest in. Art has a computer in his shack and all the latest ham programs.

So now you know a bit more about KC8GTA, Art Wheeler. Art listens far more than he talks;
monitoring the two repeaters, checking in to the 10 SSB Tuesday night net and listening in on the 10m
CW net. Get to know Art, he a treasure of information and very active in amateur radio.
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GRASS ROOTS POLITICAL ACTION FORUM

There will be a forum at noon on Friday May 14th. of the Hamvention this
year on grassroots political action.
The program will feature ARRL General Counsel and our man in DC Chris Imlay, W3KD, New
England Vice Director Mike Raisbeck, K1TWF and ARRL President Jim Haynie, W5JBP as
speakers. Great Lakes Division Vice Director Dick Mondro, W8FQT will be the MC and Great
Lakes Division Director Jim Weaver K8JE will offer the opening remarks.
This forum was called by your Division Leadership to bring attention to the importance of com-
municating with your legislators on amateur radio issues. They have gathered experts to an-
swer your questions. President Haynie and General Counsel Imlay have spent more time lob-
bying in Washington than anyone in recent history and they have the knowledge to teach us
how to get action.
This is a MUST SEE Forum and we would recommend that you ask your club members to at-
tend and to kick of an effort within your clubs. No one will do this for us, we must act now to
protect our spectrum and protect our ability to enjoy the Amateur Radio Service.
If you have not met President Haynie, or heard him speak, you have missed a real treat. Here’s
your opportunity to meet the people that work for you as a League Member. Plan to be there.

Pre-Dayton Hamfest May 1

Every year a large number of hams trek their gear to my place to load into the “silver bullet” for
the trip to Dayton. And every year about half the gear gets sold directly to other members of the Adrian
ARC and brought back to Adrian. This year we would like to try something really different. On Saturday
May 1 at the CAP building the AARC would like to hold a small local hamfest for club members and
other hams in the immediate area (NW Ohio included). The hamfest will begin at 8:00 am and run till
about 12:00. The cost is donation only and we would like the proceeds to go to the 2m repeater replace-
ment fund.

There are no table nor entry fees and tables will be available on a first come, first served basis.
You all know the condition of the tables in the club so maybe a good idea would to be to bring your own
table and chairs? Trunk sales are welcome and everything is very informal. The silver bullet will be
there in hopes that anything you don’t sell here or just want to sell at Dayton will be loaded in here at the
Pre Dayton Fest rather than over to my house!

So talk to your radio buddies, clean out that shack, list those items for Dayton and come to the Pre
Dayton Hamfest! Any item you don’t want can be donated to the club and all proceeds will go directly
into the repeater fund. We hope to make a significant contribution to the repeater fund. The club will
have coffee available for a small charge. See you there, May 1.

For further information or questions contact K8AQM or the board members.
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Adrian Amateur Radio Club
Box 26

Adrian, MI 49221
w8tqe@aix.cc

First Class

President
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX

w8ttx@yahoo.com
Vice President
Dick Densel, K8GX

k8gx@tc3net.com
Secretary

Bill Groover, KA8ARK
billgro@hotmail.com
Treasurer

Dave Larson, K8AA
k8aa@arrl.net

Executive Board

Neil Griffith, KC8DAR
njgriffith@dmci.net

Art Wheeler, KC8GTA
wheelie@voyager.net

Norman Schutte, W8TTH
w8tth@tc3net.com

Larry Lacy, W8LNR
W8LNR@aol.com

Editor
Ted Rachwal, K8AQM

K8AQM@arrl.net

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI. It is
printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local
electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. Articles about activities of
members are solicited. Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print
source. The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537
from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl.

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats
Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC-Net Control

Monday 10 Meter Local Chat at 9:00 p.m. on 28.495 +/- QRM
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM

Local Area Repeaters
W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl Adrian, Michigan
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl Adrian, Michigan

N8QZO 443.375 + 107.2 pl Adrian, Michigan
Local Area DX Packet Clusters

K8XXX 144.910, 441.150 Adrian, Michigan
K8XXX Telnet://k8xxx.no-ip.info

Adrian ARC 31th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show
September 19, 2004

Hamfest Chair Eric, K8JVW k8jvw@arrl.net
AARC Web Page and E-mail Reflector

www.w8tqe.com
adrianarc@mailman.qth.net
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