
1

From the Prez..........................
Volume 28, Issue 10 October, 2004

Hi everyone. We have had a couple of weeks of great weather. Some days
were a little cooler than others, but still quite nice.

Our Adrian Amateur Radio Club Hamfest was once again a success this year.
Attendance was typical for hamfests so far this year that we have attended. I
would like to thank all the folks who helped out with the hamfest again this
year. Teamwork is what makes the hamfest a success and I believe it was.
We didn't have as many inside vendors as we would have liked, but maybe
that will change next year. Grey's Lake changed their hamfest date to our
weekend and pulled some of our bigger vendors away. I can't blame them,
Grey's Lake is a three day hamfest in a more populated area near Chicago.
Hopefully they will change their date back to where it belongs. I know of
one of the club members who received a door prize. Randy (N4UUJ) won
something from Control Technologies.

September was once again trash pickup month for the Adopt-A-Highway
program. Neil (KC8DAR) once again got the job done. The trash pick up
day was September 11th. Norm (W8TTH) and I were not able to help this
year, because we had already left for the Findlay hamfest. Which I might add
had a pretty good showing of people and lots of vendors. I won a prize this
year, a tester kit, which I promptly turned over to Norm who is the electronic
guru in our family.

Currently we do not have a program scheduled for this month's meeting, but
it is officer election night. Please plan on attending. Nominations were
made as follows: Dick (K8GX) and myself for President, Dave (K8AA) for
Treasurer, and Bill (KA8ARK) for Secretary. It looks like one way or an-
other you will be stuck with us all again this year. Make sure your dues are
paid up, so you can vote. A club roster is on the website (w8tqe.com) and
Dave (K8AA) will also have a hard copy at the meeting, so you can check
your status. We also have to nominate new board members.

We do have programs scheduled for November and January and will discuss
them in the next newsletter. We are in need of people to conduct programs
for future meetings. Don't be shy. If you have something you would like to
share with the club. Please step forward.

Hope to see you all on the October 1st,
73,
Ginny W8TTX
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Local Area Ham RdioInformation

The Tickler

NU8Z Shines in the NCJ!

The premier contesting
magazines of the amateur world in
the United States are CQ Maga-
zine and the even more dedicated
National Contest Journal. Imagine
my surprise and pleasure to see the
latest NCJ with NU8Z on the
cover as one of the operators at the
K8CC super station! We have
been following Mark’s contesting
episodes on 160m with the
K8XXX crew for the past decade
from N8CC’s terrific 160m station
but most of us didn’t know that
Mark fills the operating chair at
K8CC’s whenever he can for the
major cw DX contests. K8CC is
always in the top ten stations in
America in these contest and to
accomplish this outstanding opera-
tors have to be on the K8CC team.
On the cover of the NCJ are Mark
NU8Z, Dave K8CC, Don K8BB,
John K8JM and Mike WD8M.
The article chronicles K8CC’s de-
velopment in a premier multiop

contesting station. You can see from the following pictures the K8CC station is far beyond “amateur”.
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AARC Club Gossip! ....................................
The Tickler

AARC Club Minutes

The Adrian Amature Radio Club Board met at the Civil Air Patrol building on September 3, 2004 at 19:05. The
following persons were present: Ginny W8TTX, Dick K8GX, Larry K8LNR, Eric K8JVW, Ted K8AQM, Dave
K8AA, Norm W8TTH, Art KC8GTA, Mark NU8Z, Bill KA8ARK, Ken N8KSY CAP Communication Officer.
We discused trying to install new antenna cables at the CAP building before winter. Mark NU8Z will call Dave
a person he knows who might have access to a bucket truck, and Eric will check with the Chief of the Madison
Fire department to see if they can help us get up to the top of the tower to repair the antennas. Ted K8AQM will
check Cletus K8TLT to see if he has cable that would be suitable. We discussed persons needed to help at the up-
coming hamfest. Nominations for club officers will be held this evening at the end of tonights club meeeting. The
meeting was adjourned at 7:30.
The Adrian Amature Radio Club meeting was called to order by Ginny at 7:30 pm. on Sept 3 at the CAP bldg.
There were 25 persons present. Roll call was by callsign. The minutes of the August meeting were approved upon
a motion by Harold WA8QPS, second by Mark NU8Z. The financial report was presented by Dave K8AA which
showed a Balance of $3,204.67. A motion was made by Nick KC8ONZ, second by Harold WA8QPS to accept
the report passed. Members of the club thanked Ted K8AQM for the fine job he is doing as editor of the Tickler,
and Bob K2IBM for his work on the club web site. Eric K8JVW reported on the Hamfest, and Tickets were dis-
tributed. Persons are needed in many areas, see Eric if you can volunter. Nominations for club officers for the
coming year were opened and Mark NU8Z nominated Ginny W8TTX for president, second by Ted K8AQM. Dick
K8GX was also nominated for president by Ted K8AQM second Eric K8JVW. Mark motioned that the nomina-
tions for president be closed. Eric K8JVW nominated Dave K8AA for tresurer, Paul KC8KZG second. Ted
K8AQM nominated Bill KA8ARK for secretary, Nick KC8ONZ second. Paul KC8KZG motioned the nomina-
tions be closed. Ted K8AQM seconded. Motion passed. The meeting was adjourned on a motion by Bob K2IBM
Eric K8JVW second. Mark NU8Z will give program in January on Ham humor. Ted K8AQM and Dave K8AA
will give program in November. Secretary Bill KA8ARK.

Did you know that…..
…we received word the Adrian Amateur Radio Club took first place in the Michigan QSO Party?
...many of the many “shakers and movers” of the Adrian ARC were seen at the Findlay Hamfest?
...all of the “shakers and movers” of the Adrian ARC were at the Adrian Hamfest?
...NU8Z is still tweaking his quad antenna but has made progress?
...KG8CO is setting a date to have the crane set his big antennas in October?
...K8AA has delayed his super 160m and 80m four square until next spring?
...K8GX has new wooden paddles made exclusively for his Bencher from “Paddles R Us”?
...the club paddles are also from “Paddles R Us”?
...K8KIC picked up a great deal on a working keyboard (music type) at the hamfest?
...rumor has it that W8LNR will soon have access to a TH-6 and 60 ft of Rohn 20?
...NU8Z appeared on the cover of The National Contest Journal?
...K2IBM has a new triplexer for his 2m and 440 radios?
...N8QZO has the old K8XXX cluster and will soon be QRV as N8QZO Cluster?
...W8TTH is restoring a 2 element 5 band quad like NU8Z’s?
…K8AQM has installed a 2 element wire 30m beam (ZL style)?
...all has been quiet (and smokeless) from “Senyor Smoke” aka, WE8Z?
...N8CC has his 4 element 40 yagi tweaked and ready to install at 200 ft?
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The Tickler

Boat Anchors that Glow in the Dark!

Back in 1961 when my license arrived I had a regenerative receiver and a home-brew 50 watt
transmitter with an “unknown” length of wire running directly from the center of my so-239 to a tree in
my backyard. As a 12 year old I could only dream of some of the great pieces of gear I saw in QST and
CQ magazines. As I went into high school I had advanced to a General class amateur and to a Halli-
crafters S-107 with a Q multiplier, a Heathkit DX-40 transmitter (CW and AM) and a Heathkit VF-1. By
today’s standards this was junk but I recall many happy and gratifying hours sitting in front of this hum-
ming marvels making contacts all over the country on 80 and 75M. My bug was a Vibroplex Lightening
Bug and I had developed my own “cw swing”. I always enjoyed operating late at night after returning
from a date or finishing those late night last minute homework assignments that we given last week. The
tubes made heat and light, the transformer hummed and the QSOs were always rag chews. I miss that
style of operating. Near the end of high school my father bought me a used Hallicrafters HT-37 (CW,
AM and SSB!) and a Drake 2B receiver with a 2AQ Q-Multiplier. This was the beginning of my Dxing
as now I could both hear on 20m and 15m and transmit with a rig you didn’t have to chase up and down
the bands with your RIT! A Hygain 20-15-10m vertical graced the backyard and I got so I looked only
for those strange call signs we call DX.

Today I work DX easily with my station but I long for those humming transformers, those longer
QSOs and that distinctive smell of tube radios. I take a large amount of crap from those “who weren’t
there”, those “that don’t understand” and those who “don’t do.” I have just finished putting together a
station that uses tubes, can work DX and has that old-time feel of my early ham radio days. The receiver
is a Collins 75A-4, a receiver I could never afford and was everyone’s dream receiver and the transmitter
is my old-time HT-37 recently restored and “semi-souped-up”. The Collins receiver needed nothing
more than to be aligned but the HT-37 took considerable work to restore. Below is a picture of my “new
old” station I operate in the house. The station runs 100 watts to a pair of 6146 tubes in the HT-37 while
the Collins 75A-4 receiver has 27 tubes! The HT-37 has been modified to allow semi-breakin keying
rather than flipping the knob between transmit and receiver which was the way we did it in the old days.

If you look closely
you can also see my K2 is
still there in the shack so I
still have modern gear. In
fact, the station is setup so
with a flip of the switch the
antenna goes from the K2
to the older gear. Also
shown in the picture is the
6m rig which is the Alinco
DX-70 and barely seen on
the top shelf is the old HQ-
145 receiver I bought from
KO8R Harold Harper and I
use for short-wave listen-
ing. Yes, they glow in the
dark and they’re very heavy
but the smells and memo-
ries are worth it!
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The Tickler

One and One Make One...not Two!

As you read on page 4 my HT-37 required a lot of restoration work. In fact, it took two HT-37’s
to make one good one and then some! At Dayton I bought an old HT-37 for $30.00 a real bargain ...I
thought. When plugged in nothing happened...nuts! The transformer was toast and Peter Dahl wanted
$250 for a new one! The sideband generator was flakey and this was discovered only after the new Peter
Dahl transformer was installed. A second HT-37 was purchased for $125.00 and it became the parts ma-
chine. The best of the two cases was selected and repainted. The best knobs were selected and toothbush
cleaned. The tubes were all checked and the best tubes used in the final HT-37. New circuits were added
to give semi breakin for CW and a push to talk circuit was added to make ssb operation much easier. The
result is the re-built, re-tubed, re-knobbed and re-worked $385.00 (without labor) HT-37 you see here and
in the station shown on page 4.

The rear view of the HT-37 still has the extra holes the previous owner used to mount an external
relay right to the case. The remaining hole in the chassis were factory made and actually were empty! I
plan to install a 110 vac plug in the square hole to allow connection to a fan I’ll place on the top above
the 170 degree heat producing transformer. The new Peter Dahl transformer comes with an extra 75 vac
primary winding that should turn a 110 vac muffin fan nicely.

Was it worth the money, time and effort to restore this “boat anchor” (weighing in at 85 pounds)?
Every penny, minute and thought is worth what was given to have this beauty running again and in line. I
can hardly wait to fire it up on the 10m CW net on Tuesdays. I might even check-in to the 10m SSB net
as soon as I rewire an old D-104 microphone! Oh yes, any need any parts for a restoration of an HT-37?
Here is what remains of HT-37 number 2:

There are more “boat anchors” in the future. There are four
Drake 2B receivers that need restore and will be used in “The White
Rat” for “classic radio” competitions. It has been suggested that I
fortify the foundation of “The Rat” before it collapses! Even more
frightening, others have said I need to “enlarge” the trailer and I
should consider an “annex” like “The Silver Bullet” for instance. I
even had offers of help to haul it in….but I don’t think so!

“Glowin’in the dark”…..K8AQM
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Adrian Amateur Radio Club
Box 26

Adrian, MI 49221
w8tqe@aix.cc

First Class

President
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX

w8ttx@yahoo.com

Vice President
Dick Densel, K8GX

k8gx@tc3net.com

Secretary
Bill Groover, KA8ARK

billgro@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Dave Larson, K8AA

k8aa@arrl.net

Executive Board

Neil Griffith, KC8DAR
njgriffith@dmci.net

Art Wheeler, KC8GTA
wheelie@voyager.net

Norman Schutte, W8TTH
w8tth@tc3net.com

Larry Lacy, W8LNR
W8LNR@aol.com

Editor
Ted Rachwal, K8AQM

K8AQM@arrl.net

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI. It is
printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local
electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. Articles about activities of
members are solicited. Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print
source. The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537
from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl.

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats
Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC-Net Control

Monday 10 Meter Local Chat at 9:00 p.m. on 28.495 +/- QRM
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM

Local Area Repeaters
W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl Adrian, Michigan
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl Adrian, Michigan

N8QZO 443.375 + 107.2 pl Adrian, Michigan
Local Area DX Packet Clusters

K8XXX 144.910, 441.150 Adrian, Michigan
K8XXX Telnet://k8xxx.no-ip.info

Adrian ARC 31th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show
September 19, 2004

Hamfest Chair Eric, K8JVW k8jvw@arrl.net
AARC Web Page and E-mail Reflector

www.w8tqe.com
adrianarc@mailman.qth.net
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