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Hi everyone. It feels like winter has finally arrived with these frigid tem-
peratures and snow, snow, and more snow. I have had more than enough already
and want spring to come early. How about you?

This year we will be doing the Technician classes a lot different than in the
past. Our club together with the Fulton County Amateur Radio Club has purchased
a set of dvds containing all the information needed to pass the Technician class.
We will be holding the class on two consecutive Saturdays in February. February
21st class will go from 9 am until 5 pm with an hour break for lunch at noon. On
the next Saturday, February 28th class will start at the same time and testing will be
administered after the lunch break. Other clubs have been trying this concept and it
appears to be working well for them, so we thought we would give it a shot. Doing
the class this way will free up a lot of the past instructors' time and greatly lower
their stress levels. In the past we have spent every Monday night for approximately
2 1/2 months for our class sessions; not to mention all the preparation it took for the
classes. I already have a couple of people who have contacted me and are going to
attend. Flyers and public announcements will go out shortly.

Mark (NU8Z) presented January's program where the main topic was Log
of the World. Those of us who stayed after the meeting enjoyed Mark's presenta-
tion.

Once again this year, Norm and I went to the Hazel Park hamfest on Janu-
ary 18th. I had forgotten how cold and dark it is at 4 am in the morning. Hamfest
season is starting up once again, so I had better get used to it. The hamfest was
busier than last years and it seemed there were more people there as well. I hope
that is a good sign for the rest of the year. February brings the Mansfield hamfest
on the 8th and Norm and I will be attending. March of course brings the Marshall
and TMRA hamfests and I am looking forward to attending them both.

Please check out the club website if you haven't already. The address is
w8tqe.com and Bob (K2IBM) has taken over the maintenance of the site. A big
thanks goes out to Bob for the great job he is doing with the site. At the top of the
site, Bob has a link to a new improved webpage. Click on it to check it out and
give Bob the feedback he is looking for.

Once again I would also like to thank our editor, Ted (K8AQM) for the fine
job he is doing with the newsletter. Please send articles and pictures to Ted, so he
can place them in the Tickler. He can always use information. Let him know if
you got a new piece of equipment and what you think about it. Keep others in-
formed of good deals and other ham related stuff. Ted's email address appears on
the last page of the Tickler monthly. You have no excuses.

See you at the February 6th meeting.

73,
Ginny W8TTX
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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT NEWS by Joe W. Pullen, K8YZA, District 1 & Lenawee County Radio Officer/
Emergency Coordinator
The latest on the RACES class based on communications between Washington & Jim Anderson, Lenawee County
Emergency Management Division between Dec. 9, 2002 & Dec.3, 2003 is as follows:
"We actually think copy will be available in February. Stay in touch." Note that Washington did not include a year in
the latest message.
Also, Jim has updated the Lenawee County Snow Emergency Plan in December 2003.
The following part of the plan pertains to amateur radio:
OPERATING PROCEDURES & ASSIGNMENTS OF RESPONSIBILITY
(Note: All the below departments and agencies should be given as much notice as possible that severe conditions
are imminent,)
E. Amateur Radio Public Service Corps: (Includes RACES & ARES)
1. Provide communications between mass care shelters, Red Cross, and Central Dispatch/EOC.
2. Advise Central Dispatch/EOC of the availability of any 4-wheel drive vehicles or snowmobiles for search or res-
cue missions.
3. Assist with coordination of 4-wheel drive and snowmobile operators for assignments from emergency services
agencies (Law Enforcement Agencies, Fire Services, County Road Commission, American Red Cross, National
Guard, The Salvation Army, & Lenawee County Sheriff's Office.) When an adequate number of operators are avail-
able, supply an operator and radio to each vehicle when practical.
4. Provide long distance communications as needed.
5. Coordinate actions with other emergency services agencies.
The Lenawee County Emergency Services is located at 320 Springbrook Ave., Suite 101A, Adrian, Michigan
49221. The telephone number is 517-264-4759. This is to be used only when you cannot get a hold of K8YZA,
K8TLT, K2IBM, or K8KIC. In the event of an emergency and none of the above are available, it is requested that
you act as the amateur radio EC and take charge of the amateur radio situation to best offer assistance to Jim An-
derson in the area of communications or other assistance if you are qualified in other areas where Jim requires as-
sistance. Remember, the only justification of the amateur radio frequencies is PUBLIC SERVICE. DO YOUR
PART.
Thanks & 73 de Joe

When Things Go Wrong!
Some of you know I am trying to restore and operate some old ham gear from the 50s and early 60s. I have several

DX-40 and HQ receivers that I have been activating on the bands. My antique radios are located in the ham shack in my base-
ment and last month I was all set to get on 10m with K8KIC, K8GX and WE8Z for our Tuesday night cw chat. I wanted to
“warm” the gear up so it wouldn’t drift as much and decided to “fire” it up about half and hour before our schedule. After
turning the rigs on I headed upstairs to take a shower. My wife had left earlier in the evening for a night out with the girls and
after getting out of the shower I opened the bathroom door to hear a strange beeping sound...the smoke alarm! At first I
thought it was the wood burner where something had gone amiss; running down the stairs to check smoke was pouring out of
the ham shack! The DX-40 was sputtering and smoking while still “turned on”! Pulling plugs from I discovered not only was
the DX-40 smoking but too hot to handle. I grabbed some gloves and ran with the rig up the stairs and tossed the DX-40 out
into the snowy yard still smoking and hissing. It appears a transformer went but the cause is unknown. Check out the photo of
the burned DX-40 and the shack of “ancient” gear.
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AARC Club Minutes
AARC Club Minutes

The Adrian Amateur Radio Club Board met at the CAP building on January 2,
2004. President Ginny W8TTX called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. The fol-
lowing were present: Art KC8GTA, Dave (K8AA), Dick K8GX, Norm W8TTH, Ted
K8AQM, Larry W8LNR, and Neil KC8DAR. Our Secretary was absent.

Discussion determined what old and new business needed to be presented
at the club meeting. The board meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm.

The Adrian Amateur Radio Club met at the CAP building on January 2,
2004 with 23 people present. Our Secretary was absent.

The minutes from the December meeting were approved on a motion by Gary
(W8CFP) and a second by Howard (WA8QPS).
The treasurer's report was read by Dave (K8AA) and was approved on a motion
by Marion (WF8F) and a second by Norm (W8TTH).

Old business
It was mentioned that dues were due in June and if you haven't paid you are
past due. Please see Dave (K8AA) to remedy the situation.
If you haven't visited the website lately, please do so. The address is
w8tque.com.

The new cluster IP address must start with 24 and if that is not what
you are using; you can go to the website to get the correct address. We are
still in need of a co-chairperson for the hamfest; contact Eric (K8JVW) if
you are will to help out.
We also still need someone to speak on the subject of hamradio at the Senior
Center in the month of February. If interested in helping out please contact
Marion (WF8F). This does not need to be to technical just a general basic
understanding is all they would like to hear.
New business

Liability Insurance for the club is due at a cost of $500.00 and pay-
ment was approved on a motion by Ted (K8AQM) and a second by Neil (KC8DAR).

The DVD and books for the new Technician classes have arrived and dis-
cussion determined that we the class will be held on Saturday, February 21st

and the test session will be the next Saturday, February the 28th. This will
allow enough time for announcements and preparations.
Cletus (K8TLT) reported that he has the repeater information from Neil (K8NP)
and he is also the Technical Advisor for the ARRL.
Meeting Adjourned at approximately 8:40 pm with a motion by Harold (WA8QPS)
and a second by Phil (K8HCL).

Did you know…
...the N8QZO repeater (443.375/448.375 pl107.2) has a great echo link system?
...KG8CO recently back from a month of KH6 is frozen solid now?
...K8AQM now has an arc fault system for his old gear and ground fault plugs?
...N8CC is recovering nicely after his untimely heart attack?
...K8KIC has a new keyboard cw system, built by K8HCL?
...K8AA is recovering from his new knee dislocation?
...K8GX is beginning to “publish”? Read his article here in The Tickler.
…W8TQE repeater does not like the cold wx, trouble with the phone patch.
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Tuesday Evening C.W. Net
Frequency: 28.050
Time: 8 p.m.

Would you like to improve your code skills? If the answer is yes join us for about an hour on Tuesday
evenings. We are running slow code at approximately 15-18 w.p.m. but will slow down even more if necessary.
Regulars are Ted (K8AQM), Ken (K8KIC), Denny (WE8Z), and Dick (K8GX). Also Mark (NU8Z) has been
known to drop by. There is no set format as we have round table sessions. Come join the fun. Everyone is wel-
come.

Sometimes we use keyers, sometimes a straight key but always we have fun and enjoy about an hour of cw
conversion. You never know what might happen during the QSO and what the conversion might be about or even
who it’ll be about. We had an SWL report from someone named Glenn and even though we have no idea where
Glenn lives it was good to know there are others out there listening to our cw. Come and join us or just eves drop
on our QSO and contribute to the fun.

WB8JKR, Mark Graalman
A couple decades ago while N8KR (Ken Roger) was living in Toledo I had the pleasure of meeting Mark

WB8JKR. Along with being both a great guy and great operator, Mark is a wizard with repairing radios and
building amplifiers. Mark began his amateur career in 1971 as WN8JKR and became WB8JKR in 1972. Below
are a couple of pictures of Mark in his fine station today which includes both heritage equipment of both Heahtkit

gear and Kenwood gear. In the picture on the left you can see Mark’s Kenwood gear and his Heathkit 6m station.
On the right. Is a picture of Mark and in the background only some of his Heathkit gear and work-bench can be
seen. Mark has been aligning and rebuilding much of my old gear and has worked on maintaining the Alpha am-
plifiers here at K8AQM. Below are some of Mark’s older Heathkit gear. WB8JKR can be found on all bands

160m through 2m and is a very accomplished VHF operator en-
joying both 6m and 2m SSB QSOs.

Mark does equipment repair but does not do hts nor sur-
face mount technology gear. But if you have an amplifier or an
older piece of gear, I can highly recommend Mark’s expertise.
If you wish to reach Mark check QRZ.com for his email address
or contact me for Mark’s phone number and address.

73, K8AQM
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Help with Line Noise...Please
I received word from Eric K8JVW he has developed some very serious line noise in his area. If I’m not mistaken
NU8Z and KG8CO have had a similar problem and might offer some good ideas and help to Eric regarding how to
track the source down. How about it guys, contact Eric and give him some ideas. If any of you have had a similar
problem I’m sure Eric would appreciate hearing from you too.

K8KIC, Net Control for the Adrian ARC Emergency Net….and so much more!
I think it’s safe to say we all know K8KIC either through the 2m repeater or the club meetings but there is

some much more to K8KIC. Ken began his amateur career in 1958 as KN8KIC with the help of good friends
Woody K8GHX and Gary K8HLX. Ken’s first xmitter was a home brew unit and the rx was a Heathkit AR-3.
Using this equipment and an end- fed long wire of 66 feet, Ken worked many stations and 24 states all on 40 me-
ters. He switched his antenna between rx and xmit with an old knife switch. As a general Ken advanced from a
DX-20 xmitte(crystal controlled) and HQ-129x rx, to a DX-40 transmitter and an electronic TR switch built by
then high schooler, Dan Baker, K8WTI (now K8TI and owner of Adrian Communications). Between Ken’s DX-
40 and his modern station of TS-570DG with voice board, there were several other rigs including a Viking
Ranger, HW-101 and Icom 735. The antennas at K8KIC today include a dipole for 75/80 m,Cushcraft R5 vertical
and a discone antenna for 2m and 440.

Ken is an expert within our club on cw and is the “official” cw teacher of our classes. Ken is the 2m net
control operator. Ken is our 10m cw net control station and as a worshiper of fiscal responsibility and Rush Lim-

ball, our voice of dissent within our
club causing us all to question
whether we are doing the “right
thing.”

But Ken enjoys much more than
amateur radio. Ken follows the profes-
sional sports teams, the college teams and
of course, the Adrian Maples. Ken is an
accomplished organ player, a bowler and
a carpenter and has made several picnic
tables. Ken rag chews on the bands,
works the contests and monitors the two
meter repeater while being involved with
many other activities including his family
and the computer world.

And you thought you knew
K8KIC!

73...K8AQM

K8XXX DX Packetcluster Has Moved
Not by choice the K8XXX has a new IP address. Comcast gave me a new address unbeknownst to me. After two
weeks of trying to figure why I couldn’t check into my own cluster a new IP address was discovered. The new ad-
dress is on the web site but in case you miss it, it is: 24.11.179.219. In the very near future there will be a new
address that will be a proxy IP address and more permanent for the cluster. K2IBM will be helping me establish a
proxy DNS for the cluster. I’ll post it as soon as it is official. K8DD has offered to help straighten out the RF link
problems. Sure do miss Andy.
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Adrian Amateur Radio Club
Box 26

Adrian, MI 49221
w8tqe@aix.cc

First Class

President
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX

w8ttx@yahoo.com

Vice President
Dick Densel, K8GX

k8gx@tc3net.com

Secretary
Bill Groover, KA8ARK

billgro@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Dave Larson, K8AA

k8aa@arrl.net

Executive Board

Neil Griffith, KC8DAR
njgriffith@dmci.net

Art Wheeler, KC8GTA
wheelie@voyager.net

Norman Schutte, W8TTH
w8tth@tc3net.com

Larry Lacy, W8LNR
W8LNR@aol.com

Editor
Ted Rachwal, K8AQM

K8AQM@arrl.net

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI. It is
printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local
electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. Articles about activities of
members are solicited. Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print
source. The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537
from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl.

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats
Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC-Net Control

Monday 10 Meter Local Chat at 9:00 p.m. on 28.495 +/- QRM
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM

Local Area Repeaters
W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl Adrian, Michigan
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl Adrian, Michigan

N8QZO 443.375 + 107.2 pl Adrian, Michigan
Local Area DX Packet Clusters

K8XXX 144.910, 441.150 Adrian, Michigan
K8XXX Telnet://24.11.179.219

Adrian ARC 31th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show
September 19, 2004

Hamfest Chair Eric, K8JVW k8jvw@arrl.net
AARCWeb Page and E-mail Reflector

www.w8tqe.com
adrianarc@mailman.qth.net
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