
1

From the Prez..........................

Volume 28, Issue 7 July, 2004

Hi everyone,

I hope everyone is enjoying our changing weather. I think we have
had enough rain this year. Ask Norm (W8TTH), he even had flash flooding
in his building when the rain came in a downburst a couple of weeks ago. He
will be doing some landscaping to prevent this from occurring in the future.

Once again I would like to thank Ted (K8AQM) for the fantastic job
he is doing on The Tickler. It takes a lot of preparation to put a paper to-
gether, so please help him out by sending lots of articles and pictures. He
would love to publish them for you.

There were a couple of hamfests that some of you may have attended
in the month of June. The Chelsea and Monroe hamfests came and went as
usual. Norm and I went to one up in Hudsonville, Michigan. It was a nice
hamfest and there were a lot of people.

We did not attend the Chelsea fest again this year, but we did make it
to the Breeze Shooters Hamfest in Butler, PA. There were a lot of people
there and the drive there and back was beautiful. The Monroe fest seemed a
little smaller this year, but there were still a lot of people there and everyone
had a good time as always. We even knew two of the people who won prizes
at Monroe: Dave (KA8KDS) won two tickets to the Peoria Hamfest and
Adam (KB8MDF) won the 1st prize. Both fellows are from the Fulton
County Club.

At the May meeting it was decided that we would not be participating
as a club in Field Day. No one seemed to have any interest in setting any-
thing up for the event. This saddens me, because I think Field Day is a worth
while event. Traditionally Field Day should be a dress rehearsal or practice
to keep us ready to set up auxiliary power and communications in case an
emergency arises where commercial power is not available. It is also a fun
time when lots of contacts can be made with other folks all doing the same
thing at their Field Day events. From the pictures I have seen and stories that
I have heard the Adrian Club used to have great participation in the Field
Day activities. Check the pictures out on the website (www.w8tqe.com). There
used to be plenty of camping, cook outs, and family/friend oriented fun.
Maybe next year.

See you all on July 2nd at the meeting. 73,

Ginny W8TTX

http://www.w8tqe.com)
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Local Area Ham RdioInformation

The Tickler

NU8Z… Is At It Again!
What is it with we hams? We can never seem to leave well enough alone! Whatever happened

to, “if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it!”? It is our nature to constantly build upon a success and continue to
push toward an even higher level of excellence. NU8Z is the premier contester and Dxer here in Le-
nawee County and most likely within the top five in Michigan. You saw his station here in The Tickler
this past year and it “was” sweet! I say “was” because Mark has totally revamped and improved his sta-
tion to a new level putting it on the cutting edge of single operator two radio contesting.

Mark has upgraded his station with the addition of a second Yaseu 1000 MP (Mark V edition, 200
watts). The computer situation now supports two thin screen LCD 15 inch monitors and the station now
has a symmetrical appearance that is extremely functional as well as appealing to the eye and brain.
Mark has his computer system tied into Logbook of the World now as well as the new Logic logging pro-
gram giving him options you wouldn’t believe,,,like instantly working someone and going to the CIA
World Facts for data on that country (gee, I guess the CIA will give you factual information...ed). Check-
out the picture below of this mighty fine station layout of NU8Z:

Mark says the next step in the
NU8Z rebuild is to “hide” most of the
cables needed to connect to the relays
used for the switching of radios and an-
tennas. From this view of the station it
almost appears as if a mirror was used to
reflect one side of the station to the other
side. The switch on the left side fore-
ground is the main selector switch Mark
uses to choose between the two radios
and activating his headphones, micro-
phone and keyer.

What you can’t see on the walls
in this picture are DXCC awards, Con-
test Achievement awards and Mark’s
DXCC Honor Roll plaque.

Don’t bet on NU8Z being complete!
Mark has plans to replace his “back” antenna
with a 2 element quad. Six meters is also on
the horizon to add excitement and a challenge
to new Dxing for Mark. Soon both he and
Kaz K8KS, will be chasing and spotting six
meter DX!

Isn’t it great to have a hobby where we
are constantly challenged to new heights both
with our equipment and our operating skills.
Way to go Mark!
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AARC Club Gossip! ....................................

The Tickler

AARC Club Minutes
The Adrian Amateur Radio Club Board met at the CAP building on June 4, 2004. The following

persons were present? Ginny W8TTX, Dick K8GX, Lary K8LNR, Neil KC8DAR, Norm W8TTH, Mark
NU8Z, Ted K8AQM, Bill KA8ARK, Bob K2IBM, Dave K8AA, Art KC8GTA. President Ginny W8TTX
called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. The board picked out the February and May Ticklers to submit to
the ARRL newsletter contest. The treasurer's report submitted by Dave K8AA showed a balance of
$2,638.54. Members were encouraged to check out the new W8TQE website which is being edited by
Bob K2IBM. It was reported that the Dayton Hamvention was a great sucess and that a good time was
had by all who attended. It was also noted that the club dues are due at this time. The meeting was ad-
journed at 7:25 pm.

The Adrian Amateur Radio club met at the CAP building on June 4, 2004 with 31 persons pres-
ent. The meeting was called to order by President Ginny W8TTX at 7:30 pm. The minutes of the May
meeting were accepted as printed in the Tickler upon a motion by Harold WA8QPS, second by Ken
K8KIC. The treasurer's report was presented by Dave K8AA and showed a balance of $2,638.54. The re-
port was approved upon a motion by Neil KC8DAR second by Bob K2IBM. There was no old business.
Members were encouraged to check out the W8QTE web site which is being edited by Bob K2IBM. The
May and February Ticklers were picked out to be sent in to the AARL Newsletter contest. It was reported
that a good time was had by all persons who attended the Dayton Hamvention and I'm sure many bargains
were obtained and much money was spent. Under new business, the location of the August Ice Cream
Social was discussed with no descision being made. It was decided that Field day would be not be held
this year due to lack of anyone stepping up to organize the event. Local hamfests were noted as
follows: Hudsonville June 5, Chelsea June 6 and Monroe June 20. A test session will be held on June 9
at the CAP building for those who want to upgrade or get their license. Please note that annual dues are
due at this time. Meeting was adjourned upon a motion by Harold WA8QPS second by Ken K8KIC.

Secretary Bill KA8ARK

Did you know that…
...KC8DAT is getting married?
...WE8Z sold his DX-70 at Monroe? A new rig is planned as a replacement.
...N8QZO Al, upgraded to Extra Class and is planning on a vanity call soon?
...KG8CO Brian, has a Heathkit Warrior amplifier now to add to his contest station?
...N8KBY Les, has bought NU8Z’s antenna and will soon be putting up a tower?
...Denny ex-WB8LKL(KC8ZXA) upgraded to general now and has applied for W8LKL?
...K8AA and K8AQM leave for KH6 and 5W next Sunday?
...K8GX Dick, bought a new peak reading meter at Monroe?
...the Tuesday night 10m cw net is still meeting, 28050 at 8:00 PM? Join us!
...K8KIC Ken has a switch now installed to switch between his printer and cw keyboard?
...N8QEW Tom, gave a complete hard-copy set of The Tickler from 1996 to present?...TNX!
...NU8Z Mark, actually needed a 2m radio and got one at Monroe?
...KC8ZXA Denny, has his K2 all built and working? Now for an antenna!
...W8LRL Larry, is beginning to recover from stepping on a nail?...ouch!
...the following were seen at the Monroe hamfest...W8ZJE, K8KIC, K8NP, KB8ECG, KG8CO, NU8Z,
K8AA, K8AQM, WA8QPS, K8HCL, W8TTH, W8TTX, WE8Z, K8GX, KC8KZG, KC8OGW…etc.
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A New Antenna…..well sorta!
Not to be outdone by NU8Z, K8GX can’t leave well enough alone either! Dick has gotten him-

self a Hygain TH-6 DXX six element tribander and will soon be replacing his Hygain Explorer antenna.
The TH-6 (it’s most common nickname) has three elements on 20m, three elements on 15m and four ele-
ments on 10m. Dick got this antenna from W8TTH who brought it down in a harrowing antenna project
over in Battle Creek last fall from 100 feet. Dick has replaced the very weathered plastic components and
has the antenna rebuilt and assembled in his back yard. Below is a picture of Dick and the antenna as it
sits on the ground ready to be placed on Dick’s tower.

As you can see the TH-6 is
quite a large tribander. On 15m there
is a separate director to insure proper
spacing and 10m has both a separate
reflector and director giving the an-
tenna a four element footprint.

Dick said he was a bit surprised
at how big the antenna is but is looking
forward to having it in operation this
fall. The explorer will be removed and
replaced on one of Dick’s other towers
and the TH-3jr will come down from
that tower. The explorer gives Dick an
antenna ( a rotating dipole) on 17m.

The picture below shows
Dick’s current Explorer and tower.

Other hams in the area have TH-6
antennas and include KC8A Jack who has
had one in the air for over 20 years.
K8JVW Eric, has a TH-6, WE8S Tom
Pryor has a TH-6 and I believe W8MQN
Al, also has a TH-6. I have two TH-6 an-
tennas side mounted and fixed on Europe.
They are phased to give me an additional
three db gain and flexibility.

KG8EF Chuck has a TH-7 as does
Neil KC8DAR and the only difference be-
tween the TH-6 and TH-7 is an extra
driven element that makes the antenna
more broad banded. KC8DAR also
mounted his three element dual bander for
17 and 12m on the boom of his TH-7.

All in all, a great antenna and a
very good choice Dick!
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Breakfast on Saturdays
Saturdays find a group of us gathering for breakfast

down at the restaurant on the corner of 223 and Treat. The
“usual suspects” include K8AA, W8TTH, NU8Z, K8GX,
WE8Z and K8AQM. We have a good time and managed to
harass one another without being asked to leave the restau-
rant. As you can see by the picture we have lots of empty
chairs and would enjoy having others join us. The only re-
quirement is come with your thick skin on. It could be your
turn in the barrel! What a wild bunch of guys this is!

KH6 and 5W Trip Schedule
Dave and I are ready to shove-

off for another South Pacific adven-
ture. We leave Sunday July 4th for
KH6. Just as KG8CO did we will op-
erate from the Battleship Missouri
running KH6BB July 5th and 6th.
We’ll be operating cw, ssb and hope-
fully rtty from this unique QTH. The
times will be 6:00PM-11:00PM EDST
with 20m and 17m the main bands.
We’ll try to QRV just inside the Gen-
eral bands for 20m SSB and in the cw
area too. Watch the packetcluster for
spots and listen to 2m/440 for local
spots of our operation.

We’re off to Samoa July 7th
and will be QRV late on July 8
through July 22. The calls will be

5W0DL and 5W0TR. We should be operating 160m-10m and running all modes. Dave will take care of
the digital modes, rtty and psk while I handle the cw with both of us using ssb. We’ll be QRV for the
IARU Radiosport Contest July 10-11 and the UK rtty contest the same weekend. Dave will also be QRV
for the NA RTTY QSO Party July 19.

Our local schedule from 5W will be as follows:
Nightly 10:00 PM EDST 15m 21305+ KHZ (SSB)

10:15 PM EDST 17m 18120+ KHZ (SSB)
6:00 AM EDST 20m 14295+ KHZ (SSB)

We hope to work as many of you as possible from 5W on as many bands and modes as possible too.
Don’t hesitate to ask us to QSY or change modes for you...we’ll have two stations afterall...and 300
watts! See you/hear you from the Pacific!
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Adrian Amateur Radio Club
Box 26

Adrian, MI 49221
w8tqe@aix.cc

First Class

President
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX

w8ttx@yahoo.com

Vice President
Dick Densel, K8GX

k8gx@tc3net.com

Secretary
Bill Groover, KA8ARK

billgro@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Dave Larson, K8AA

k8aa@arrl.net

Executive Board

Neil Griffith, KC8DAR
njgriffith@dmci.net

Art Wheeler, KC8GTA
wheelie@voyager.net

Norman Schutte, W8TTH
w8tth@tc3net.com

Larry Lacy, W8LNR
W8LNR@aol.com

Editor
Ted Rachwal, K8AQM

K8AQM@arrl.net

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI. It is
printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local
electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. Articles about activities of
members are solicited. Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print
source. The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537
from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl.

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats
Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC-Net Control

Monday 10 Meter Local Chat at 9:00 p.m. on 28.495 +/- QRM
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM

Local Area Repeaters
W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl Adrian, Michigan
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl Adrian, Michigan

N8QZO 443.375 + 107.2 pl Adrian, Michigan
Local Area DX Packet Clusters

K8XXX 144.910, 441.150 Adrian, Michigan
K8XXX Telnet://k8xxx.no-ip.info

Adrian ARC 31th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show
September 19, 2004

Hamfest Chair Eric, K8JVW k8jvw@arrl.net
AARCWeb Page and E-mail Reflector

www.w8tqe.com
adrianarc@mailman.qth.net
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