
1

From the Prez..........................
Volume 28, Issue 8 August , 2004

Hi everyone! Hope everything is going well with all of you.

July went very fast this year. I hope everyone had a great 4th of July.
I was on vacation for the week preceding and following the 4th, so I guess I
have had a pretty great month. At least I wasn't at work, the dreaded four-
letter word. It is pretty safe bet that any place is better than work for most
people including myself.

There were a couple of hamfests that Norm (W8TTH) and I attended
in July. Norm and I went to Wood County held in Bowling Green, Ohio and
OH-KY-IND held in Cincinnati, Ohio. Norm also went to the Van Wert
hamfest. I guess they were well attended for the sizes of the communities
they were held in, but I would love to see more people participate. We will
also attend the Angola hamfest, which is the 1st of August. There is also a
hamfest in Jackson, I believe it is on the 14th.

Once again the August meeting and program will be our annual Ice
Cream Social and will be held at the home of Ted (K8AQM) and Judy
(WD8LCH) Rachwal. Their address is 1600 Wolf Creek Highway, Adrian,
MI. Please bring your own bowls, toppings, and lawn or folding chairs.
Once again Neil (KC8DAR) will be picking up the main ingredient.

From all reports I have heard Ted (K8AQM) and Dave (K8AA) had
a great time on their trip to Somoa. I am sure there will be a plan in the near
future to share their adventures with all of us at one of our club meetings. I
am sure we will hear some things at the Ice Cream Social Friday, August 6th,
at the club meeting as well.

We had another Adopt-a-Highway trash pick up day in July. There
weren't as many participants this year, but everyone still had a great breakfast
at Becky's in Blissfield and the team made it through another day.

Hope to see you all at the Ice Cream Social.

73,
Ginny (W8TTX)
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Local Area Ham RdioInformation

The Tickler

DL7UX...Horst

Most of you know Horst DL7UX
but for those of you who don’t, Horst
has been a long-time friend of the
Adrian ARC and has visited with Jack
KC8A and attended several Dayton
Hamventions and several visits to Te-
cumseh. Amateur radio developed a
strong friendship between Jack and
Horst and has carried on now for over 25
years. Here’s the latest photo sent to
Jack of Horst in his Berlin hamshack.

Hams all over the world seem to
have the same problem as we do here….
too much equipment and not enough
room! Horst has worked about every-
thing there is to work and done in both
QRO and QRP. I do know that during
the recent 5W trip I worked breaking
through the EU pileups. I also seem to
recall several years back Horst had some
interesting antenna setups. I think I re-
member his antennas for listening ran
through a cemetery! Gee, I wonder if
the bands were “dead quiet” with these
antennas!

Thanks Jack for the great pic-
tures of Horst’s shack and update info.
Contact Jack if you’d like a schedule to
meet Horst on the air. They often chat
on 20 and 15m.

ICE CREAM SOCIAL MEETING THIS MONTH AT THE
HOME OF K8AQM

This month’s meeting will be August 6 at K8AQM’s place. The usual board meeting is at 7:00 PM
and the meeting (Eating!) begins at 7:30 PM. K8AQM lives at 1600 Wolf Creek highway. The QTH is
just north of 223 and the LCS school grounds. Ice cream is provided by the club but bring your own top-
pings, spoons, bowls and chair. Drive up the hill and park in the yard, plenty of parking up top. If it rains
the meeting will be held inside.

For further directions call 263-0615, everyone is welcome, see you there!
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AARC Club Gossip! .......................
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AARC Club Minutes
The Adrian Amateur Radio Club board met on July 2, 2004 beginning at 7:00 pm, at the CAP

building. The following persons were present: Ginny W8TTX, Dick K8GX, Norm W8TTH, Mark
NU8Z, Dave K8AA, Bob K2IBM, Art KC8GTA, Bill KA8ARK, Ted K8AQM and Neil KC8DAR. The
treasurer's report by Dave K8AA showed a balance of $3,078.88. Neil KC8DAR will pick up the ice
cream for the social August 6 at Ted K8AQM's QTH. Mtg adj at 7:30 pm.

The Adrian Amateur Radio club met at the cap building on July2, 2004 with 24 persons present.
The minutes of the June meeting were approved upon a motion by Marion WF8F second by Jack KC8A.
Motion passed. The Treasurers report by Dave K8AA showed a balance of $3,078.88. Motion to
accept the report by Harold WA8QPS second by Ken K8KIC passed. The club thanked Ted K8AQM for
the wonderful job he is doing on the tickler with an enthusiastic round of applause. Bob K2IBM was also
thanked for the fine job he is doing on the club website. It was also noted that the annual dues are due.
Several flyers were passed around with news from other clubs. The next trash pickup on rt 223 will be on
the 10 of July. Eric K8JVW needs help with the hamfest in all areas on Sept.19th. Theannual ice cream
social will be held at Teds K8AQM on Aug 6. Neil KC8DAR moved and Harold WA8QPS 2nd. to
adjourn the meeting. Secretary Bill KA8ARK.

Did you know that…
...NU8Z has his new quad up thanks to the help of W8TTH and KG8CO?
...the following club members were worked from 5W?

K8GX W8TTH W8TTX WA8QPS K8TLT
KG8CO WE8Z W8CFP K8KIC K8JVW
N8CC NU8Z W8LRL N8QEW KC8A
KC8DAR N8QZO KS8I

...N8QEW was worked at 5W from his Florida QTH?

...K8AA is getting ready to raise his new Force 12 antenna?

...W8TTH is getting ready to put up his 5 band 2 element quad at 50 feet?

...K2IBM has some pretty slick new hearing aids he can program with his computer?

...K8AQM had to build a new door to “The White Rat”? Old one fell off!

...K8GX worked the %w guys on 40m-15m both modes?

...K8AA is a genius with digital photography?

...K8AQM’s internet hub in the trailer was taken over by ants?

...N8QZO will soon be taking over the K8XXX cluster?

...K8JVW says the hamfest is coming soon and would like some volunteers to help?
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Some Highlights from the 5W Adventure...2004
Well, we’re back from Samoa. Dave and I made it back and it was quite an adventure. There

were a few “speed bumps” along the way but that’s just part of the adventure. Conditions were not ex-
pected to be as good as they were two years ago but we still made over 5,500 QSO and were very pleased
with our efforts. The equipment worked well and that was a concern as we had never taken our K2s nor
the new solid state no tune amplifiers. The xcvrs worked very well and the amps worked well with only
some power supply problems caused by the 50 hz AC. It was a hard work running pileups and as the pic-
ture shows we really struggled.

Yes, as you can
see it was really hard
work there in Samoa!
We’d work the bands
“dry” and then get our-
selves cooled off! You
can see Dave had a great
time playing with his
photo software. The
weather was great and al-
though it was the dead of
winter down there south
of the equator the tem-
perature was between 79
and 84 F everyday! In
talking with the guys back
home we often had better
weather than you did.

And then as Dave said, “Not everything in Samoa is beautiful.” What ever could he have been
talking about? Men in Samoa wear what is called a “lava-lava”. We would call it a “skirt”! After being
in Samoa three different times I just had to buy on of these and give it a try. It is very comfortable and

“cool” too...in both senses of the
word! And what do you think
“they” wear under the lavalava?
The same thing as they do under a
kilt and it you don’t know you’ll
just have to guess! The lavalava
has pockets and it’s a strange sight
to see men walking all over Apeia
wearing these and a white shirt and
tie. The footwear is always san-
dles and even the police wear them
as a uniform.

In January Dave and I will
present a show for the club of our
Samoan adventure for 2004 but
we’d be happy to answer ques-
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Samoan Bad Boys!
Several members of the Adrian ARC are seen here

modeling the latest fashions they hope will be the standard
at Dayton next year. W8TTH models the professional gray
for the professional man about Adrian while K8GX ex-
plores a more colorful fun loving lavalava of sky blue.
K8AQM is in a “sporty shorty” of classic brown while
WE8Z models a full length evening blue.

Yes fashion has come to the Adrian ARC and the
“Samoan Bad Boys” certainly know how to strut their stuff.
Thanks to K8AA for capturing the boys at their best!

Yea and Verily
The phone Did ring and ring again, apparently without ending like the stars of the firmament. And this the brow of the Chief-
tain of Hams did cause to furrow deeply since he was sore afraid of the Pestilence of Telemarketers, yet he Did answer the
phone, not sure of what he was thinking, and spake. "H'lo?"A voice familiar Did answer unto the Chief. 'Twas Gerald, deposed
patriarch of a small family of Hams, not seen for lo these many days and considered possibly lost for the ages. And the two
made many pleasantries and talked wistfully of past epochs when their Boys were but hairless youths and did play together at
Multi-Op in the Chief's Radio Tent. Only when they had tired and the receivers did smite uncomfortably their ears, did the One
and True Nature of Gerald's reappearance be made known. "I have to clean out my garage," lamented Gerald. There was a
great Raising of Hair on the back of the Chief's neck, since he knew with great foreboding what hath transpired and what must
surely cometh next. Gerald did sweeten the Pot with the generous Honey of Donation to the Chief's tribe of the many wondrous
Treasures hisGarage did hold. Gerald did sing the praises of the HF yagi possessing nearly all its many pieces, and a multiband
vertical so, too, nearly complete. He Did tell of a 450 MHz yagi of commercial quality tuned just above the band, colored gold
like unto the desert sand, a rare and fabulous thing. Yea and there was a mountainous pile of cable, some quite good and sea-
soned with the finest connectors and some not quite so good. Tower sections he would give, with a pair of top sections and one
rotator. A collection there was of aluminum pieces without number and probably usefulfor something. A venerable and worthy
race of radios from the Legion of Drake, still with their original shipping baskets and not a scratch on them, were the last of the
Treasures and Gerald became still, awaiting judgement. The Chief did smile, not being entreated to help Clean the Garage of
Holding, nor to bear the burden of carrying the Treasures across the trackless wastes past many hazard and over an infinitude
of potholes. And the Chief did say unto Gerald in soothing and sympathetic voice, "Yea and verily, Gerald, I can take that
stuff. Bring it on over." And it was done, arriving in disarray from its long journey and springing forth in a limitless cornucopia
from the back of an SUV the size of a war elephant and weary of its heavy load. Sawhorses were brought forth and the Treas-
ures were made to lay upon them, side by side. And Gerald and the Chief were pleased, one to have and one to have not. After
a suitable feast and bidding Gerald a safe journey home, the Chief did call the Elders and spake to them of the Good Fortune
with which they were smitten and what a Good Deal for the Tribe this would be. And the Elders did come and stroke their
beards in Wonder for some of the Treasures were mystical, indeed. And lo, like a miracle, even more treasure had appeared
silently in the night from Gregory of the North who was also cleaning his tent! A decent R-5 bearing its matching network, but
also an ancient Halo for the Band of Magic, bearing much corrosion and rust and not being worth a doggone. Yet the Tribe did
celebrate and blow upon their Horns of UHF and confer
for the distribution of treasure among the multitude, all making tithe to the Tribal Coffers, with only a little haggling, in appre-
ciation of these wondrous gifts. To the House of Bob went the Vertical of Gerald. Phil of the Large Truck bore away the many
tower sections, forgetting only the rotator control box and returning immediately when summoned by the Horn of UHF. And
one by one, the tribe came forth to receive their treasure, the Technicians Without Code and the Extras of Wisdom alike. They
left the tent of the Chief laden with magnificent things not seen since the Spring Fest of Hams, leaving only the halo and the
aluminum pieces in a sorry and lamentable pile. And when they had convinced their Matriarchs and Others of Significance that
verily, this was a Good and Worthy Thing, the projects Did commence. The members Did smite the airwaves like locusts and
Did make contacts without number and rejoiced, for new bands were now open unto them, carrying signals from far and distant
lands. What then of the Chief? He praised and Did put away the sturdy sawhorses, rendered the halo into salvageable bits, and
cleansed the yard of forgotten hardware. He spent a happy fortnight amongst the aluminum pieces, assembling unusual and dif-
ficult antennas not seen heretofore, discovering a 2-meter Ringo Ranger amongst the ruins and a perfectly useable vertical pipe
mount, too. And he was Pleased because it was the Way of Hamdom.
73, Ward N0AX from: the July 28, 2004 Contest Rate Sheet
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Adrian Amateur Radio Club
Box 26

Adrian, MI 49221
w8tqe@aix.cc

First Class

President
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX

w8ttx@yahoo.com

Vice President
Dick Densel, K8GX

k8gx@tc3net.com

Secretary
Bill Groover, KA8ARK

billgro@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Dave Larson, K8AA

k8aa@arrl.net

Executive Board

Neil Griffith, KC8DAR
njgriffith@dmci.net

Art Wheeler, KC8GTA
wheelie@voyager.net

Norman Schutte, W8TTH
w8tth@tc3net.com

Larry Lacy, W8LNR
W8LNR@aol.com

Editor
Ted Rachwal, K8AQM

K8AQM@arrl.net

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI. It is
printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local
electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. Articles about activities of
members are solicited. Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print
source. The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537
from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl.

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats
Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC-Net Control

Monday 10 Meter Local Chat at 9:00 p.m. on 28.495 +/- QRM
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM

Local Area Repeaters
W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl Adrian, Michigan
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl Adrian, Michigan

N8QZO 443.375 + 107.2 pl Adrian, Michigan
Local Area DX Packet Clusters

K8XXX 144.910, 441.150 Adrian, Michigan
K8XXX Telnet://k8xxx.no-ip.info

Adrian ARC 31th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show
September 19, 2004

Hamfest Chair Eric, K8JVW k8jvw@arrl.net
AARC Web Page and E-mail Reflector

www.w8tqe.com
adrianarc@mailman.qth.net
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