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Hi everyone.  I hope you are enjoying your summer.  Can
someone turn the heat up?  Or down I mean.  HOT!  HOT! and
HOTTER yet!!  A little cooler weather would be awesome.  It is
really even too hot for motorcycle riding.

The Van Wert Hamfest was this month, but we were not
able to attend again this year.  Norm was down in Elkhart, Indiana
helping load some equipment for the Buckley Old Engine Club
and I was at my family reunion.  I hope, if you got to attend you
had a good time.

I think I heard somewhere that Angola was once again hav-
ing a hamfest this year, but I haven’t had a chance to get that veri-
fied yet.  It used to be in August, so I am assuming it will be once
again.  Check it out, if you get a chance to see if it is happening or
not.

Once again I can’t stress enough to everyone that our Ham-
fest is coming up soon.  September 18th will be here before we
know it.  Please contact Mark NU8Z, if you can help out.  Help is
always appreciated and there is always room for suggestions on
how to make things better.

Sorry I wasn’t at the meeting last month, but I was in
Toledo and having vehicle trouble.  I am sure that Caleb did a fine
job in my absence.  I will be at this month’s meeting, but I believe
I have to go in to work early so it will be a short meeting as usual.

Don’t forget to check out the website at www.w8tqe.com
and get any new information and pictures to Bob K2IBM.  He is
our web master and we need to support him and the club by shar-
ing he keeps up the website.  Also, don’t forget our newsletter
editor, Ted K8AQM.  He also needs our support.  Get him articles
and pictures.  We don’t need him making up a bunch of stuff to
put in the paper.  Without these two we wouldn’t know what was
going on with the club.  They both do a great job.

The meeting this month will be July 25th.  I hope to see you
all there.

73,
Ginny W8TTX
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The Tickler

Ham Radio Operators:

The Coast Guard Auxiliary Needs Your Skills!
Your amateur radio hobby lets you be very helpful in emergencies; ARES-RACES, SkyWarn, etc. The U.S.
Coast Guard Auxiliary can use your skills and your desire to serve!

We can give you more training for bigger duties. The Coast Guard Auxiliary offers training and operational
activities you may have only dreamed about. You can qualify for FEMA emergency training as well as
some training provided by the Active Duty U.S. Coast Guard.

We are all volunteers. You determine the amount of time you want to invest. There is no pre-set or required
commitment level. We are civilian citizens, age 18 and up. We are the Volunteer, Uniformed Civilian com-
ponent of the Coast Guard. (Our pay is gratitude and recognition!)

Active Duty Guardians depend on us to be there. While we have no police or military function, we do oper-
ate under orders from the U.S. Coast Guard on many of our missions. We train to step into support roles
with the active duty Coast Guard in times of need, if you want to do that. We are a Force Multiplier for the
Coast Guard. We enable their resources to go further!

We have a good time together. There are a great variety of activities you can choose to participate in with
the Coast Guard Auxiliary. We train safe boaters. We do safety inspections on personal boats and some
commercial boats. We support Recreational Boating Safety and Marine Environmental Protection. We run
patrol operations on the river. We make appearances at
the boat shows and other events, etc.

We save lives. All of our activities are oriented toward making recreational boating a safer activity, and the
water a safer place to be. We are the face of the U.S. Coast Guard in our communities. When we appear in
uniform we are part of Team Coast Guard. When transmit over the radio, we are the voice of the U.S. Coast
Guard.

We invite you to get to know us. Give us a call. Come to a meeting. See what we do. Determine whether we
are a fit for your interests.

To learn more about Boater Education, Vessel Safety Checks and other services provided by the Coast
Guard Auxiliary - or if you are interested in learning how to become one of us - please visit us online at
www.uscgauxflotilla3-13.org or contact us at msz@charter.net.

The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary is composed of uniformed, non-military volunteer civilians who
assist the Coast Guard in all of its varied missions, except for military and direct law enforcement. These
men and women can be found on the nation's waterways, in classrooms and on the dock, performing safety
patrols, vessel safety examinations and public education. The 31,000 members of the Coast Guard Auxiliary
donate millions of hours annually in support of Coast Guard missions.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Editors note:  Article thanks to Bruce KB8OXK
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AARC Club Gossip! ....................................
The Tickler

AARC  Club Minutes

The Adrian Amateur Radio Club board met on June 27, 2011 at the CAP
building and was called to order by vice president Caleb KK1G at 7:00 PM.
The following persons were present.  Caleb KK1G,  Larry W8LNR, K8GX, Norm
W8TTH, Neil KC8DAR, Mark NU8Z, Bob K2IBM, and Bill KA8ARK. Discussion was
about, Field day, Hamfest, getting the club station up and running.  The
meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM.

The club meeting was called to order at 7:30 by Vice President Caleb
KK1G with 25 persons present.  Rollcall was by callsign.  The financial
statement was presented by Mark NU8Z and showed a balance of $8,035.73.  The
report was accepted upon a motion by Norm W8TTH second by Dick. The May Min-
utes, as printed in the Tickler,  were accepted upon a motion by Neil KC8DAR
seconded by Dick K8GX.  The membership was reminded that the Hamfest will be
held September 18 at the Lenawee County Fairground.  Ted K8AQM gave a report
on the Bradley museum Ship contest.    Denny WE8Z reported that the group on
the Boyer had 132 qsos.  There will also be an open house on the Boyer in
downtown Toledo this weekend.  Joe K8YZA reported on the recent 9 county test
drill to see if ham radio could be used efficiently for emergencies .  Denny
WE8Z is planning to do a testing session probably in August, and also wants
the club to do a field day next year.  Ted K8AQM will be working on coordi-
nating the 440 repeater.  Motion to adjourn was made by Mark NU8Z seconded by
Don  N8AMM at 8:00 PM.  See W8CDB.com for any info on the Carl D. Bradley.

Secretary Bill KA8ARK

Did you know that…
...KG8CO says he just doesn’t have enough time to make all his planned station improvements?
...N8AMM has a new job?
...W8TTH installed a rope pulley line on the big tower for the CAP ?
...K8KIC made nearly 300 QSOs on Field Day?
...K8AQM made only 200 QSOs on Field Day?
...KG8CO crew (2 xmtr) made 427 QSOs?  Nice job!
...Cigars are bought and ready to go for the T32 DXpedition for KG8CO and K8AQM?
...WB8NPI Bill, got to talk to an old friend living in Cleveland via a 2m band opening?
...AARC Hamfest will be a big topic at this month’s meeting?
...W8CDB QSLs are in?
...K8KIC is back to his winning ways in cards? …”poor” opponents!
...KG8CO will soon have a “restored” Viking Valiant and HQ 110?
...NU8Z is working on his “DX Marathon” challenge?
...the 10m cw nets are pretty “thin” this summer?
...http://www.youtube.com/user/IcomAmericaInc#p/u/10/xHpOkEX6b6A is great? (tnx K8YZA)
...the new coax to the shack should be in place when you read this?
...WE8Z has big Field Day plans for the club next year ?
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Lightening and Your Shack
LIGHTNING is unpredictable and unforgiveable !! These pictures (@ WA8SQX) make a good

case for DISCONNECTING antennas OUTDOORS and not just unplugging the PL-259(s) from the radios
and dropping the cables on the floor of the shack. AND I have SURGE/DISCO devices on both AC panel
"inputs" here. One time over the years one of 'em was toasted by a lightning strike with no damage any-
where in the house...... I'm also a big believer in using Polyphasers on ANY antenna feedlines entering
the house AND A SINGLE POINT GROUND SYSTEM !!!

A V51 friend told me about his similar experience to Don, WA8SQX's situation herein. In Namibia
severe thunder storms are common place. Several years ago he called me on the telephone to tell me he
finally invested time/money in a SINGLE POINT GROUND SYSTEM AND HE BOUGHT SOME POLY-
PHASER'S. We'd talked several time over the years about him doing that !! But it's just NOT an exciting
thing to spend $$$/time on, huh ?? Well........... WHY did he finally go through the work and $$$ ?? One
day serious thunderstorms cropped up so he did his usual "ritual" He discoed the antennas from his radio/
antenna switch, threw the coaxial cables on the floor and also discoed the phone line from his computer
and laid IT atop his amp. Guess what ?? Lightning came in through his TELEPHONE line and totally
toasted his amp/radio and computer in addition to starting a fire........... .

I think everyone who knows me has heard my story of actually SEEING lightning strike my tower
then LEAP over to the power pole on which the transformer was mounted 50 feet away. It happened in
DECEMBER !! Anyway, I'd just come in from physically discoing my antennas/rotor cable and GROUND-
ING them at the base of the tower. I no sooner got in the house and was looking out my west kitchen win-
dow when the lightning strike and an instantaneous CRASH of thunder hit my tower etc. Amazingly, the
rotor/antennas worked thereafter BUT the transformer was a molten mess and the pole was split right
down the middle and a seemingly ENDLESS/BOTTOMLESS hole was at the base of that pole. Any-
way......... that's when I "woke up" and when Dee Dee & I moved in here I spent DAYS creating the COM-
PLETE singlepoint ground system here tying the towers/ roof mounted tripods/antennas/satellite dish to
the #6 solid copper wire that COMPLETELY surrounds the house, connecting EVERYTHING to the single
point ground system here including the ham shacks et ALL............ I have many Polyphasers here, but I
STILL choose to "make the trip out to the towers" and disco/PHYSICALLY ground everything out there at
the tower bases......... The ONLY Polyphasers I totally rely on are the units connected IN THE ROTOR
control lines at the base of each tower/tripods here......... Yes, I most probably go a bit "overboard", BUT
if you EVER have the misfortune(s) mentioned herein you would appreciate the heightened RESPECT for
lightning it infuses in 'ya !!

'Til you actually experience something like these REAL examples it's easy to think it's ALWAYS
"somebody else", huh ????? Hmmmmm, I wonder if YOU'RE next ??
Just some "FOOD FOR THOUGHT" guys !!
73,
Paul Geerdes K8JJC
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KG8CW’s New Antenna
KG8CW Mike Flynn, former Adrian ARC member and local

area ham moved to Beulah, MI near Traverse city and recently put up
this FB tribander and three element 17m yagi.  Looks like a four ele-
ment KLM Yagi at the top of the tower.

Mike meets regularly with Brian KG8CO and sometimes with
Don N8AMM. on 160m .  Check with Brian for schedules with Mike
and drop by and say “hello.”  We have worked Mike from both the
“Fitzgerald “ and “Bradley” operations.

Field Day ala KG8CO
de KG8CO

It had been a while since I  participated in Field Day, so
it was decided that a small effort was going to take place at my
QTH.  Though I have a fairly nice shack to operate from, I
thought it would be fun to operate portable in true Field Day
form.

We pulled the travel trailer to the back of the yard and
put up a couple G5RV’s.  One of the G5RV’s was located in an
old oak tree, and the other G5RV was installed between an alu-
minum ladder and a military mast set lashed to the Silver Bullet.
We made a tad over 400’s QSO and had a great time.  I would
like to thank ops N8AMM, KB8ECG, NU8Z, KA8ZMZ.

Bradley QSLs Are In
QSL cards for the Museum Ships Event Carl D Bradley

(W8CDB) operation are in.  At this time we have over 200 QSL re-
quests and the “crew” will get together soon and begin answering
requests.  If you worked “W8CDB” in the event and want a QSL,
send or give a QSL (and SASE if you want a mail reply to N8AMM
or W8CDB via the call book address on QRZ.com.
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Adrian Amateur Radio Club
Box 26

Adrian, MI 49221

First Class

President
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX

w8ttx@yahoo.com

Vice President
Caleb Squires, KK1G

calebsquires@yahoo.com
Secretary

Bill Groover, KA8ARK
billgro@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Mark Hinkleman, NU8Z

Cqnu8z@comcast.net

Executive Board
Neil Griffith, KC8DAR

njgriffith@verizon.net
Dick Denzel, K8GX

K8gx@tc3net.net
Norman Schutte, W8TTH

Norm@normsfab.com
Larry Lacy, W8LNR

W8LNR@aol.com

EditorTed Rachwal
K8AQM

K8AQM@arrl.net

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI.  It is
printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local
electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. Articles about activities of
members are solicited.  Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print
source.  The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537
from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl.

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats
Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC -Net Control

Tuesday 10 Meter CW Local Chat at 8:00 p.m. on 28.050 +/- QRM
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM

Local Area Repeaters
W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl  Adrian, Michigan
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl  Adrian, Michigan

K8ADM 443.375 + 107.2 pl  Adrian, Michigan
K8ADM has access to Echo Link

Adrian ARC 37th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show
September 18, 2011

Hamfest Chair
Brian KG8CO cqkg8co@yahoo.com

AARC Web Page and E-mail  Reflector
www.w8tqe.com

adrianarc@mailman.qth.net


