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Hi everyone.  I hope you are all doing fine.  Winter is coming a little
too fast for me since I missed almost my entire motorcycle riding weather
due to my knee.  I have gone back to work, but the cement is a killer.

Please take note when you visit the club.  The guys have been clean-
ing out the radio room, putting up the antennas, and getting things up and
functional once again.  It will be great to have a working station that we can
show off to others that attend our meetings or show up at the Monday BS
sessions, etc.  I would like to thank Mark NU8Z, Ted K8AQM, Curtis
KD8PZS, Irvin KD8PZQ, and Norm W8TTH.  I know there were others that
helped and I am sorry, if I missed you and thank you as well.

Norm W8TTH and I did not attend any hamfest this month.  They did
not have the Holland Hamfest this year which was a shame.  It is usually a
good show.  We also were not able to attend the Kalamazoo Hamfest either
due to conflicting activities.  I am sure some of you made it to Kalamazoo
and I hope you found great buys..

Next month Norm and I will attend the Fort Wayne Hamfest once
again.  It will be held on November 19th and 20th.  We always have a real
good time while at the Fort Wayne Hamfest visiting with several of our
friends that also attend.  This will be the last show of the year that we attend.
Hope to see you there.

It is once again election time for the club officers.  Be sure to attend
this month’s meeting to cast your vote.  This month we will also have the
Board member nominations and we will then vote for them in next month.

Norm and I now have 4 children.  The latest edition is Lucas
Brenden.  He was born to our youngest daughter, Robin, on September 26th.
Both he and mommy are doing great.  When he starts walking that may be a
different story though as she has three children now.  Her oldest just turned
four years old and the middle child is only fifteen months old.  I do not envy
her.  She will be busy.

Don’t forget to check out the website at www.w8tqe.com and get any
new information and pictures to Bob K2IBM

The meeting this month will be Oct. 31st.  I hope to see you all there.

73,s
Ginny W8TTX

Club Program
This month’s program will be a Power Point presentation of the

W8CDB operation in Rogers City, MI for the Museum Ships Operating
event this past June.
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Museum Ships Certificates
The certificates for the 2011 Museum Ships Operating Event are

out and “Ships ARC” with “Rear Admiral” N8AMM has received two
for the teams efforts as W8CDB and their operation for the memorial sta-
tion representing the Carl D Bradley.  “Ships” received a participation
certificate and a certificate for working 30 different museum ships that
were also on the air that weekend.  The operation was in Rogers City, MI
and through the efforts of The Great Lakes Lore Museum.

For 2012 another operation is to be in Rogers City and the possi-
ble call sign will be “K8C” and representing another ship lost, the Cedar-
ville, from Rogers City.

Rogers City has seen its share of lost sailors and ships during the
last 100 years.  The Great Lakes Lore Museum has a fine display of ships
and sailors who have served on the Great Lakes and is well worth the
visit if you find yourself in the northern part of the state.

Visiting KB8TQB’s Shack
As you know I am a fan of “boat anchor” gear, as they say, “real radios glow in the dark”.  I may

have met my match.  This past month Bud K8LAR,
Rich K8UV and I spent an enjoyable lunch and visit
to “Manchester Dave’s (KB8TQB) shack.  Dave has
a great collection of “old radios” which can be seen
in this picture but there are many more which you
can not see.

It was great talking “tubes” and older radios
with Dave and certainly Bud and Rich were familiar
with many of Dave’s treasures.  Dave is planning on
adding another tower to his antenna farm.  Living at
the “base” of M-52 as you enter Manchester Dave
needs some height on his towers so we can hear him
on 10m!

A visit to KB8TQB is well worth the trip!
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AARC  Club Minutes

The Adrian Amateur Radio Club Board met at the CAP building on September 26, 2011.  The meeting
began at 7:00 PM with treasurer Mark NU8Z acting in place of President Ginny W8TTX,  with the follow-
ing persons present: Mark NU8Z, Bill KA8ARK, Larry W8LNR, Dick K8GX, Norm W8TTH, Bob K2IBM,
Neil KC8DAR, and visitors Dan and Scott from the Coast Guard. The Coast Guard members were here
recommending an open house at the CAP building where each of the units would have  tables showing
their activities, for the purpose of recruiting members from the public.  All thought the idea seemed to be
a good one but with the holidays fast approaching the time would probably be next Spring.  The Hamfest
was discussed and was declared to be a success.  The meeting adjourned at approximately 7:30 PM.

The Adrian Amateur Radio Club met at the CAP building on September 26, 2011 and in the ab-
sence of president Ginny W8TTX was called to order by treasurer Mark NU8Z at 7:30 PM.  There were
23 persons present and rollcall was by callsign.  The treasurers report presented by Mark NU8Z showed
a balance of $9,325..01.  It also showed a Hamfest income (included in the previous balance) of
$2,412.84. The report was accepted upon a motion by Norm W8TTH second by Bob K2IBM.  A discus-
sion regarding the donation that the club gives to the Civil Air Patrol annually led to a motion by Norm
W8TTH second by Bob K2IBM to donate $750 to the Civil Air Patrol this year with the provision that if
the club should find itself in financial trouble in the future it may have to reduce that amount at that time.
The motion passed.  The club discussed the proposal by Dan and Scott from the Coast Guard that the
Coast Guard, the Adrian Amateur Radio club and the Civil Air Patrol have a combined open house for
the purpose of recruiting new members.  The Ham club members came to the general agreement that
the idea was a good one but with the Holidays fast approaching and the club station not yet up, Spring
would probably be as soon as it could be done.  The Club Emergency Coordinator Joe K8YZA reported
that a Simulated Emergency Test will be held Saturday October 1.  Nomination of club officers followed
with these results.  Mark NU8Z was nominated for treasurer and Bill KA8ARK for secretary.  Unbelieva-
bly there were no challengers for these prestigious positions.  Nominated for president, Ginny W8TTX
and Caleb KK1G.  Motion to close the nominations by Dave KC8ITC second by Denny WE8Z passed.
Voting will take place at the next meeting.   The meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM.

Bill KA8ARK Secretary.

Did you know that…
...K8KIC’s TS-480 died again?
...NU8Z ordered the new cabling for the club tower?
...WE8Z is walking now with just one crutch?
...K8LAR checked into the Thursday night cw net?  Twice!
...KB8TQB has as many “boat anchors” as K8AQM?
...K8AQM is now T32TR and KG8CO is T32CO?  See you in January as DX!
...One 100 foot tower is down at KG8EF and the second 100 footer is ready to go?
...NU8Z is working on a very great DX award?
...KG8CO is waiting for the beans to be harvested so his beverage antennas can go up?
...K8KIC got his TS-480 back already?
...club’s TA-33 yagi is up?
...K8AA has a “tilt” to one of his yagis?
...K8AQM got an old straight key from KG8CO … circa 1926-28?
...KG8CO has a working (AM and CW) Viking Valliant transmitter?
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Towers At KG8EF (SK)
KG8EF had two 100 foot towers, one with a TH-7 and six element 6m

yagi, a Ringo Ranger, three element tribander at 45 feet and the other tower sup-
porting various sloping dipoles.  It’s never an enjoyable job closing down an SK
station but it needed doing.
The tower with the dipole was the first tower worked on.  Not only was the
tower taken down but the seven 200 foot hardline runs were dug up and saved.
We also removed the guy anchors and guy wires from this tower.  KG8CO,
N8AMM and good friend Roger Young all helped in taking this tower down.

The second hundred footer is a bit more complicated.  First it was neces-
sary to re-secure the guy wires which had been neglected for several
year to ensure the safety of the tower and the climber.  With two very
large antennas on the top we wanted to make sure the tower was safe.
Our next task was to clean-off the hardline runs up the tower and
through the yard to the house.  Did I mention we were working in an
area where horses “deposit” unwanted biological waste?  N8AMM did
the climbing to the Hygain TH-3 tribander at the 45 foot level and
worked on removing the side mounted antenna.  You can see we used a
gin pole to lower the tribander and it was a bit tricky getting the an-
tenna round and down through the
guy wires.  Don then climbed to the
top and began to remove the hardline
runs running to the top antennas.

We still have to remove the
top antennas which will be much
more complicated and will need to
be “trammed” down to the ground.
With the changing weather it is
doubtful we’ll have the weather and
the time to get the antennas and the
remaining 100 feet of Rohn 25 down.

Hopefully there won’t be any
other stations that need to be disman-
tled soon!

1925 QRP DX
Working DX with QRP is done regularly with today’s ex-

cellent amateur radio equipment.  It’s possible to work all conti-
nents easily in a weekend and I worked all fifty states in 24 hours
one year running 5 watts … but using harline to a TH-7 at 100
feet and a modern highly sensitive and selective transceiver.  This
short article from 1925 tells of a DX contact between “3AL’ in
the US with French station 8PV.  I can’t imagine he was using a
yagi and anything close to our great equipment of today.  Most
likely a “spark” transmitter was used and perhaps some form of
wire antenna!



5

The Tickler

W8TQE
There have been some mighty changes at the club station.

NU8Z organized work parties and the first was the complete cleanup of
the radio room.  For big bags of trash were hauled out and three boxes
of old ticket stubs, magazines and papers were recycled.  The operating
positions were all cleaned up and many of the W8TQE awards were
hung in the shack.  We have two TS-570 transceivers, a 2m radio, 440
radio and a 220 radio.  Our triband VHF/UHF antenna and coax are in-
stalled at the 70 level on the big tower.  W8TTH brought the rack and
digital repeater (D Star) equipment in.  KC8DAR and company has
installed the conduit for the generator supply for emergency power.

The tilt-over tower has been re-strung with the efforts of NU8Z,
W8TTH, and KD8PZQ.  You can see from the photos the work that
had to be done.  NU8Z managed to help out with a very bad back di-
recting and guiding the installation of the new cable for extending the
tower.  A new “winch” was installed and the entire tower is now func-
tional with the club’s TA-33 tribander on the tower.  Coax and rotor
cable need to be installed yet from the base of the tower to the antenna.
It remains to install the Alpha Delta 80/40 antenna and to come up with
antennas for 30, 17 and 12m.

In another month the W8TQE station should be fully functional
and open for club member use.  NU8Z has done a great job of organiz-
ing the work and a big thanks to Norm W8TTH and Irv KD8PZQ for
their help and work.  Now lets plan some activity from the W8TQE
station and make use of the club’s gear…. Sweepstakes anyone?
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Adrian Amateur Radio Club
Box 26

Adrian, MI 49221

First Class

President
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX

w8ttx@yahoo.com

Vice President
Caleb Squires, KK1G

calebsquires@yahoo.com
Secretary

Bill Groover, KA8ARK
billgro@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Mark Hinkleman, NU8Z

Cqnu8z@comcast.net

Executive Board
Neil Griffith, KC8DAR

njgriffith@verizon.net
Dick Denzel, K8GX

K8gx@tc3net.net
Norman Schutte, W8TTH

Norm@normsfab.com
Larry Lacy, W8LNR

W8LNR@aol.com

EditorTed Rachwal
K8AQM

K8AQM@arrl.net

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI.  It is
printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local
electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. Articles about activities of
members are solicited.  Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print
source.  The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537
from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl.

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats
Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC -Net Control

Tuesday 10 Meter CW Local Chat at 8:00 p.m. on 28.050 +/- QRM
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM

Local Area Repeaters
W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl  Adrian, Michigan
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl  Adrian, Michigan

K8ADM 443.375 + 107.2 pl  Adrian, Michigan
K8ADM has access to Echo Link

Adrian ARC 37th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show
September , 2012

Hamfest Chair
Mark NU8Z@comcast.net

AARC Web Page and E-mail  Reflector
www.w8tqe.com

adrianarc@mailman.qth.net


