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FromthePrez.....ooovvvennnn....

The Tickler

Hi everyone. It looks like our weather isfinally straightening up for the
summer. The everyday rains have stopped and the farmers finally were able to get
their cropsin for the year.

I will really miss our club not participating in the Field Day Event this
weekend. None of you seemed to show any enthusiasm for the event. Maybe next
year we can do something as the station at the club will be up and functioning prop-
erly way before thistime again next year. Hopefully you will participate with some
other group. Field day isafuntimeand it isanecessary part of our hobby to prac-
tice setting up stations with alternative power in case there is an emergency where
we hams are asked for assistance. Norm W8TTH and | are planning on attending
Fulton County’sevent. You are al invited to come out and enjoy the weekend. If
you would like additional information, you can contact me viamy cell phone. My
number is517-902-6275. | would love to see some of you there, especially our
newly licensed hams. They are a good group of folks and we will all camp out in a
field at Tedrow and enjoy our hobby and al the camaraderie and good food.

There were four hamfests this month that were within a short driving dis-
tance. | hope you got to visit at least one of them. The Fulton County Amateur Ra-
dio Club held atrunk sale flea market on June 4™ out at the woodlot in Tedrow
where the Field Day event will take place. Chelsea’s Hamfest was on June 5™.
Midland held theirs on June 17" and of course Monroe held their hamfest on June
18" which was Father’s Day. | was able to attend three of the four although | only
set up our tower hardware stuff at the Monroe show, because that is the only one
that Norm could make.

Norm and several of our club members were busy during the Museum Ship
Weekend Event which was held the same weekend as the first two hamfests | men-
tioned above. Part of our club fellows were up in Rogers City, MI on the Carl D.
Bradley and part of them were down in Toledo, OH on the Willis B. Boyer. Both
sets of guys had a great time and | am sure there are some good articles and pictures
in this newdetter. Make sure you check them out.

Our hamfest will be here before you know, so start thinking of how you will
participate this year. It will be held on September 18" thisyear. Contact Mark
NU8Z and let him know where you can help out.

Don't forget to check out the website at www.w8tge.com and give any in-
formation or picturesto Bob K2IBM that you would like to post on the site. Heisa
great web master and we all should appreciate the way he keeps up the website.
Without your help, information about our club and upcoming events would not be
readily availableto all of us. .

The meeting this month will be June 27". Hope to see you there. 73s.

Ginny W8TTX

June Program
While cleaning closets, Judy and | discover atray full of radio
dides from eventsin the past 30 years; Field Days, antenna raisings
and operating events. Before pitching these didesthey will be shown
this month after the meeting; come for the laughs and gasps!
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Mixing the Old and the New

Hereisaview of Paul K8JJC' s tation. Thisisanice

¢ blend of the old and the newgear. For those of us who have

e “ been around the block” a few times you can see Paul’s Drake

R-4C and the old Heathkit transmitter. Thiswould be a very

B fine station back in the 70s and would run cw, ssb and AM.
The bottom picture gives you a close-up of “the latest”

from the Elecraft people. Not only does Paul have the very fine

| transceiver, the K3, but you can also see the new monitor scope

" that goes with it AND the latest solid state amplifier from Ele-

craft!

«lé

Paul refersto this setup as his“DX bunker station.”

Il There is another room filled with boat anchor restored gear that
isatrip through ham radio equipment history. Lest | forget,
_____ thereis a backyard full of Rohn and aluminum that would make
s thetop of the DX chart. His cw skills are excellent and can rag
chew at a very comfortable 35 wpm due to his long history back
i in the days when he was net control for several Michigan CW

nets along with K8DD.

WBS8NPI's Tower

il Bill WB8BNPI isback in business! After last week’s Monday

2 nlght gathering at the radio club, WE8Z, K8KIC, KD8PZQ and KBAQM
- headed over to Bill’ sQTH in Madison township to give him ahand rais-
". ing histower with a TA-33 J and 2m antenna already mounted.

First thing was to double check all Bills preparations. After our
approval K8KIC checked it over and saw that everything was right.
Nothing left to do now other than have Ken step back and direct us while
we pushed the tilt-over tower into place. WE8Z, KD8PZQ, WB8NPI

Bill secured the last leg bolt in place and of course Irv and | held the
== tower “solidly” in place while Denny took the picture of the real
= strength” in the effort!
Bill’s TA-33 Jr should do a bang-up job for him aong with the
g 2m J-pole side mounted on the tower. The time Bill took to get every-
" thing ready sure paid off with a quick and easy erection.

B One strange thing, the township of Madison has alaw on the
books that require a $35 permit fee for theraising of all TV type towers
in the township. Bill had to paythlstomstall histower. | think avery

B good case could be made that
thisfeeisnot legal for charg-
ing amateur radio operators as
it seemsto supersede federal
law. But the antenna/tower is
up and it sure looks nice.
Thanks WES8Z for taking the
pictures!
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AARC Club GOoSSIP! ....cccveveeiieee e

Did you know that...

..W8TTH and W8TTX have a Miata?

...K8AA rode hisrestored “Gold Wing” to a club meeting?

...sometimes NU8Z makes an email mistake?

...W8TTH can cook some*“ mean” hamburgers?

...sometimes K8IVW has aweird sense of humor?

...next Museum Ships Weekend will see a packetcluster at the sight?

...fiberglass military mast don’t have good lateral strength? Ask NSAMM!
...WB8NPI (Madison) is putting up a new tower and got “charged” by the township?
...KBAQM received a bureau mailing of 1182 QSLs?

...NBAMM is also receiving bundles of QSLs for W8CDB?

...NU8Z has the W8CDB finished with log data and photos? Check it out, “w8cdb.com”
...K8KIC lost more games than he won in euchre last week? That’s really unusual!
...the K8KIC team actually got “skunked” in a game of euchre last week?

...KGBCO, NBAMM and KBSECG are mounting a Field Day effort this year?

...lots of antenna work needed in the club this summer?

...the club has ordered new coax, rotor cable and an Alpha Delta antenna for 160, 80 and 40m?
...KGBCO bought a“nail gun”? That's scary!

...some people will be embarrassed by our “oldies’ dide show this month?

...rumor hasit KC8DAR might become active again?

...WB8LNR till needs his TH-6 worked on?

...K8GX islooking for his KG8EF QSL from the Fitzgerald?

...K8UV, K8KIC, K8HCL were all seen at the Monroe hamfest?

...KB8ECG is thinking about a five band two e ement quad?

AARC Club Minutes

The Adrian Amateur Radio Club board met at th CAP buil ding on 31Muy-
2011 with the follow ng persons present: G nny WBTTX, Larry WBLNR, Norm
VWBTTH, Dick K8GX, Caleb KK1G Bob K2IBM and Bill KA8SB8ARK. The treasurer's
report showed a bal ance of $8,641.80. The club is planning to have a gen-
eral class in October and a technician class in the Spring. Meeting ad-
journed at 7:30 PM

The Adrian Amateur Radio Club nmet at the CAP building on May 31, 2011
at 7:30 PM with 20 persons present. Rollcall was by callsign. Eric W8JVW
won the 50/50 drawi ng and donated his share back to the repeater fund. The
m nutes as published in the Tickler were approved with a notion by Bob K2l BM
second by Don NBAMM The financial report showed a bal ance of $8,641.80 and
was approved upon a notion by Norm WBTTH second by Dick K8GX. There was no
ol d business. The Museum ship stations will be on the air this weekend.
Field day is comng up shortly and the nenbership was asked to think about
whet her to have one or not. Bob thanked the people who assisted on the
weat her net recently. The neeting adjourned at 7:54 PM Secretary Bil
KA8ARK.
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W8CDB Museum Ship 2011

Wow, what aweekend! The 2011 Museum Ships Operating Event was great! Seven of us went to
Rogers City and set up a memorial station W8CDB, representing the lost 1ake freighter which sank No-
vember 18, 1958 with the loss of 33 hands and only two survivors. And this
| ispart of our story; the only living survivor Frank Mays, came to talk with us
and is the gentleman in the picture between KBAQM and K8IVW. It wasin-
spiring to hear Frank’s story and we were privileged to have met and talked
* with him.
. Our operation took place in a closed-down lumber yard building
“ shown in the second picture. It was a perfect setup for us and allowed plenty
of room as we setup our three stations, and antennas outsde. We had a'tri-
bander at 38 feet for 20m, dipolesfor 75, 40, 17 and 15 meters; al stations
were QRO running at least 500 watts (NOT 5 KW K8KIC). The bands were
great, we worked over 2,000 QSOs, all 50 states and 19 countriesincluding
US and Canada. The web page at www.w8cd.com can give you the full sta-
§ tistics for our operation along with more details.

The operators were W8TTH, NU8Z, KG8CO, NSAMM, K8IVW and
K8AQM from our club. We had an additional operator AD8JF Wes, who
worked out just great with the crew and is an old junior high/high school
classmate of mine. That’s Wesin thered shirt and “silver hair” (wish | had
that hair) and running the pileups on 40m and 20m. Move over K8KIC, we
have a new “leather lungs’ operator, Wes got “in the groove” and just never
seemed to tire.

We had several local visitors and KBADM came up for “just adrive’
ashesad. It was good to see Al and to share our adventures with him.

Probably the most surprising thing about our experience was the won-
derful treatment we received from the Great Lakes Lore Maritime Museum
81 and the wonderful people of Rogers City. Everyone seemed to know who we
were (especially me...long story there) and treated us warmly. Our first morn-
"B ing at the station saw us treated to three bags of doughnuts and a thermos of
= == coffee....wow! We were even invited to return next year even after frequent-

‘8 | ing the local establishment en-mass! We hit several breakfast places, a cou-
- ple of dinner places and even an “all you can eat buffet”, now that’s accepting
us!

A full presentation of the trip will be presented at the September meet-
oy ing and we might even get some input from the “Boyer guys’ who scored
I somewhere near 150 QSOs but had a great experience and several local ham
o visitorsincluding a“first ever” QSO for one of the visitors.
Check out the photos here and know there are many more including
some great stories both going along with the photos and stories we have no
. photos for, ha!

73,

o PS Wewill return
next year as*“ K8C”
or “W8C" mogt
likely.
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The Joysof Being A QSL Manager!

Going on DXpeditionsisalot of fun, being the QSL manager for
DXpeditionsisnot fun! | am the QSL manager for our last DX pedition where
five of us went to Ogasawara Island in April. The five of us made over 8,000
QSOs and managed to work one heck-of-a bunch of Japanese ham operators.
We put our logs up on LoTW, eQSL and ordered 4,000 QSL cards.

The first month home saw about 500 cards come direct mail and those
were quickly dispatched. Last week | received our first bureau mailing of
cards. | had sent the“ A” manager $20 to cover mailing incoming cards to
me...sheez! Last week | received the box shown in the picture and 1,182 cards!
| think about 90% of these cards were from Japanese hams and the “small”
pile of 27 cards 9Shown in the front stack) were the cards for “ KBAQM”. It's
going to take awhile to fill out these cards and ship them out viathe ARRL out
-going QSL bureau.

KCBA(Hel and Paradise operation), NU8Z(FP trip in ‘94), KBKS
(South Pecific Trip in *96), KBAA(5W ‘04 and
‘06) have all experienced the “fun” of being QSL
ﬁ'ﬁ managers. Now NSBAMM getsto “learn” about

|

w«& Manager duties with the Museum Ship W8CDB!

S Please be kind to the managers when you seek out
— :’ g 2 QSL, it'sarough job and very time consuming

- ‘{"’h“ but one everyone should experience once at | east.

Club Tower Installed!

Check it out, the new (to us) club tower is now erected at the C.A.P. build-
ing! Norm W8TTH brought the finished backbone and tower to last Monday
night’s gathering and together WB8NPI, K8KIC, KD8PZQ, WESZ, NS8QEW,
K8NP and KBAQM help Norm get the tower set. You can see the backbone Norm
constructed and had galvanized in the lower right picture, areal beauty! Norm had
the tower in the bed of hislift truck which was backed up perfectly in placeto
== tower the tower on to the pad. K8KIC checked to
seeif the studs in the cement were well greased
with “anti-seize’, Ken confirmed they were! A
few “bumps’ here and there with avery large pry-
bar had the base secured and after tightening the
lugs up Norm cranked the tower vertical ... very
smooth and very “cool!”

A new cable/crank needs to be installed on
the tower and when NUBZ has the coax/antenna
ordered we can mount theyagi and giveit a“go.”

Thanks to Norm for engineering the pro-
ject and thanksto all the guys who were at the
club to help put the tower in place. 1t won’t be
long now before the club station will be back on
theair.
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The Tickler isthe official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, Ml. Itis
printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local
electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsdletters. Articles about activities of
members are solicited. Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print
source. The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537
from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl.

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats
Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC -Net Control
Tuesday 10 Meter CW Local Chat at 8:00 p.m. on 28.050 +/- QRM
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM

L ocal Area Repeaters
WS8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl Adrian, Michigan
WS8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl Adrian, Michigan
K8ADM 443.375 + 107.2 pl Adrian, Michigan
K8ADM has accessto Echo Link

Adrian ARC 37th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show
September 18, 2011
Hamfest Chair
Brian KG8CO cgkg8co@yahoo.com

AARC Web Page and E-mail Reflector
www.w8tge.com
adrianarc@mailman.qth.net
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