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Hi everyone.  Winter has been fairly kind to us so far this year.  We did
have a little bit of slippery conditions last weekend, but I wish that were
all we were going to get. I am sure we won’t be so lucky.

It was decided at the meeting last month that Norm W8TTH become the
new trustee for our 2 meter frequency.  Ted K8AQM has already volun-
teered for the 440 repeater.

We discussed ordering new badges for club members, if anyone is inter-
ested.  They will look like the ones that have been around in our club for
several years.  They will be red ones that you have seen several of us
adorn at hamfests over the years.  Hopefully Dr. Bob was able to get a
picture of one up on the website.  The cost will be $10 each and we will
be taking orders and collecting money at the next few meetings.  I would
like to get as many orders as possible before sending them out to our
vendor.

I don’t have a whole lot to say this month as I am busy like the rest of
you, but hope you have a great Christmas this year and get to spend
time with your families.  Eat lots of great food as I am sure you always
get to at this time of the year.  Enjoy.

Thanks to Bob K2IBM we have a great website and you can find any-
thing out you want to know or learn about the club from the site.  Don’t
forget to check out the website at www.w8tqe.com.  I would also like to
thank Ted K8AQM for the great job he does on this newsletter.  Make
sure you send articles and pictures to both of them.

Hope to see you all at the meeting on December 26th,
Ginny W8TTX

K3Y/8 aka W8TQE
W8TQE will operate as K3Y/8 from the K8AQM shack January

7-8.  It’s a great time with good friends and good food.  All members of
W8TQE are invited to stop by, eat some food and to operate if they wish.
This is a straight key/bug operating event but we invite everyone so plan
on stopping by Saturday 10:00-5:00 or Sunday 10:00-5:00
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Four More Restored
Anyone looking for a “bug”?  Here are four beauties

all cleaned, polished and aligned that are part of K8DD’s col-
lection.  The two black based bugs are 1918 and 1919 models.
The other two “jeweled” (meaning they have a jewel compo-
nent that eliminates wear of the lever swinging side-to-side)
are middle 1950s and middle 1960 models.

It was great fun bringing these beauties back to opera-
tion form and I thank AC8W allowing me to do this before
they are offered for sale.

So if you’re thinking about purchasing a bug I highly
recommend these and that you contact Stan AC8W (or me)

before looking on the internet for something that will require considerable TLC.  If you don’t contact
Stan and purchase one needing TLC, I will be happy to help.

Club Badges
We’re ordering club badges.  Below are the three dif-

ferent styles available for purchase.  The cost is $10.00 and or-
ders will be taken at the next club meeting.  I have been in-
formed that the badges DO come with your choice of calls,
….you do not have to have “W8TTX” on your badge and the
name can also be different than “Ginny”, unless of course
that’s your name or you happen to like that name!

If you can’t make it to the club meeting contact Ginny
W8TTX or Mark NU8Z and they can add you to the list with
your $10.00.

Hazel Park Hamfest
Start the new year off right with a trip to the Hazel Park Hamfest January 15!  There aren’t

many  hamfest during January and this one is close by.  Talk-in is talk-in on the DART repeater,
146.64, 100 Hz PL. The link to the pdf file for detailed information is at HPARC.ORG and look for the
hamfest information flyer which includes a map.

No January Club Paper!
I will be off DXing at Christmas Island for the next meeting and will not be able to pro-

duce a club paper.  I will have started it but it will not be complete and unless someone want to
take-over and finish the paper and get it to Dr. Bob there will be no paper for January.  If you’re
interested in finishing up the January issue please contact me at the meeting.

Actually the paper is quite easy to produce and a lot of fun.  No special skills are needed
and there are plenty of people to help.  Dr. Bob can walk/talk you through getting the finished pa-
per to him.  The paper is written in Microsoft Publisher.



3

AARC Club Gossip! ....................................
The Tickler

AARC  Club Minutes

Dick-K8GX, Mark-NU8Z, Ginny-W8TTX, Norm-W8TTH, Larry-W8LNR, and Bob-
K2IBM were present.  Bill KA8ARK was absent.

We discussed – Making Norm the trustee for the 2 meter repeater.
Taking orders for new red badges.
Fort Wayne Hamfest attendance and overall show.

Meeting
Roll call 22 were present.
Minutes were approved on a motion by Joe K8YZA with a 2nd by Phil K8HCL.
The Treasurer’s Report was approved on a motion by Neil KC8DAR with a 2nd by
Norm W8TTH.

Joe K8YZA discussed a drill that he and others had participated in.
Cletus K8TLT spoke to the group about a weather service site in Clinton and
said that a UHF frequency has been applied for.

No other business

Program:  Ted presented a humorous program on Ham radio on You tube.

Did you know that…
...WE8Z checked into the CW net with his left handed bug….again?
...N8AMM is now co-coordinator for the 8th district for this year’s K3Y event?
...within two hours KC8TQB sold his Drake gear on Ebay?
...KG8CO has learned a lot about his 300+ feet of coax!  Ask him about it!
...K8GX is back to driving now and maybe we’ll see Dick more often?
...KR8W bought all his amp parts at Dayton but has been too busy to finish the project?
...KG8CO finally got his beverage receiving antennas up?
...N8AMM may soon being going back on “day shifts”?
...KD8WSL has his mobile 2m setup purring along in his Jeep?
...K8AQM has put up “another” antenna?  It’s an Alpha Delta DX-CC like K8KIC and WE8Z have.
...K8AQM got his 4 x4 truck “stuck” in the mud while trying to drive out to see KG8CO’s beverage

antenna farm?
...N8AMM got a “BEAUTIFUL” qsl card from The Isle of Man?  Ask him about it!
...K8UV now has an old WRL Globe transmitter and is looking for a vfo having it’s own power supply?
...K8AQM’s email address book got hacked?  Sorry if you got a Viagra add from me!!!!
...K8KIC will be under going severe stress as his card–partners head for Florida soon?  So sorry Ken!
...K8AQM had two Alpha amps break-down in one week!!!??
...the W8TQE K3Y/8 straight key event will be January 7-8?  If interested contact K8AQM.
...KG8CO operated his Alpha at full output and no antenna?  No shutdown but no damage either...wow!
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Wire, Wire Everywhere!
When you build a super station and 160m and 80m are where

you want to hear then you’re going to need wire!  Brian KG8CO un-
derstands that and while surfing the net the chance came up to pur-
chase some wire Brian jumped.

You can see in the top picture that each roll of wire has 2500
ft or 18 gage wire (insulated).  There are eleven rolls there in the sec-
ond picture so 11 x 2500 = 27500 feet of wire.  Doing a bit of math
that’s over five miles of wire and about 211.5 80m dipoles!!!

Brian will use this for his many antennas on 160m-80m
(Ed...you can’t have too many antennas!). Even radials for 160m re-
quire 130 feet each and Brian is very serious about 160m, after all,
super station N8CC has 137 radials for 160m alone!  N8CC has a ver-
tical “5 square” (yes, 5 square...not 4 square) and each of the verticals
have 20+ 66 foot radials.

Nice thing about Brian’s wire, the “yellow” will look very
pretty in the grass.  Hmm, maybe green or black would have been a
better choice Brian!  Whatever the color you can bet that when Brian
is finished with whatever antenna project it sure will be a killer!  Now

if he could only find some salt marsh land around his house!

K8XXX in the SKCC WES

This past month saw the K8XXX contest call activated in the Straight Key
Century Club’s “Weekend Sprint”.  The call had never been used with its SKCC
number 8577 so we thought it would be fun to put it on the air and generally have a
good time.  The top photo shows the operators N8AMM Don, K8UV Rich, KW8R
Gerry and K8KIC Ken all working “hard”(hardly?) and pounding brass.  Of  the
twenty four hours we only worked six and finished with 108 QSOs and 42 states,
provinces and countries.  We worked only on the 40, 20 and 15m bands; 38 Qs on
40m, 27 Qs on 20m and 43 Qs on 15m.  You can see by the last picture that no one
left the shack hungry as there was venison sausage (made by N8AMM), nuts and
snacks, sandwiches and of course … “chili”!

This was just a tune-up for our annual K3Y/8 event which will happen Janu-
ary 7-8 this year.  It’s a good thing too that we “tuned –up”, one of the Alpha amps
blew up and that will need fixing.  Even with QRP (100 watts) on 40m K8KIC did a
fine job running the band dry.  We all had a good time and the equipment had a good
workout.  Thanks to Don, Ken, Rich and Gerry for making a great weekend activity!

73,

Ted K8AQM
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N8CC Station Improvements

Ed… Jeff N8CC is ever improving his station.
I got “the latest” N8CC improvements this
month and Jeff has been very busy as you can
see.  N8CC is where K8XXX operates for the
MiQP in April.  I know he is planning some
“multi element gain 160m antenna in the
near future.

Here's the latest incarnation of my
SO2R setup efforts, along with a

couple pictures of the trenching for new Beverage feed lines that I worked
on in October/November.

Thinking of a new monitor, don't like the vertical stack.  I may get a
whopper hi-res wide format monitor to replace them.

Right now I have the Orion II, Omni VII, Micro-ham MK2R+ and a pair of
Station Masters for choreography of antenna selection, etc.

Also, I finally replaced the blower in my old Titan with a new one from
Alpha (Alpha 99 replacement).  It took a shoehorn and some Mazola oil,
but I got it in there, and the amp is much quieter now.

W1JYN... T.R. McElroy
Here is the hero of the radio telegraphers in our time. Mr. Ted R.
McElroy - W1JYN - *1904-1963* As legend has it, Mac astounded
the audience by not doing anything when the sending competition
started in the July 2nd  1939 Hamfest at Asheville N.C. –

The competition commenced and Ted took a drink of water
and light  a cigarette. He didn’t start typing until a full 15 seconds
of code had taken place. When the tape finished he kept typing for
that same 15 second period and it is no coincidence that he also won
touch typing contests. He left that Hamfest with the Worlds Title for
fastest telegrapher at 75.2 WPM, never to be broken.

Ever the showman and business man, Ted put his name and
“World’s Champion Radio Telegrapher” on his keys and bugs,
which are highly prized today by discriminating operators and col-

lectors. Mac began making telegraph keys (his Mackey) in late 1934. By 1941 he had put out twenty varia-
tions of his semi-auto keys and several variations of straight keys. Mac made millions of dollars during the
war but when the demand shriveled after the war, he lost most of it. In 1955 Ted sold his company,
then in Littleton, MA.

Ed...The above bio was grabbed off the internet.  I have a McElroy P500 (c 1938) bug, McElroy Standard
bug (1938) and a “Hole-in-the-wall” McElroy bug (1936 ).  McElroy also made straight keys.
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Adrian Amateur Radio Club
Box 26

Adrian, MI 49221

First Class

President
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX

w8ttx@yahoo.com

Vice President
Caleb Squires, KK1G

calebsquires@yahoo.com
Secretary

Bill Groover, KA8ARK
billgro@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Mark Hinkleman, NU8Z

Cqnu8z@comcast.net

Executive Board
Neil Griffith, KC8DAR

njgriffith@verizon.net
Dick Denzel, K8GX

K8gx@tc3net.net
Norman Schutte, W8TTH

Norm@normsfab.com
Larry Lacy, W8LNR

W8LNR@aol.com

EditorTed Rachwal
K8AQM

K8AQM@arrl.net

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI.  It is
printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local
electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. Articles about activities of
members are solicited.  Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print
source.  The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537
from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl.

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats
Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC -Net Control

Tuesday 10 Meter CW Local Chat at 8:00 p.m. on 28.050 +/- QRM
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM

Local Area Repeaters
W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl  Adrian, Michigan
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl  Adrian, Michigan

K8ADM 443.375 + 107.2 pl  Adrian, Michigan
K8ADM has access to Echo Link

Adrian ARC 37th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show
September , 2012

Hamfest Chair
Mark NU8Z@comcast.net

AARC Web Page and E-mail  Reflector
www.w8tqe.com

adrianarc@mailman.qth.net


