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Hi everyone.  I hope your year has gone well so far as it is almost
over.  I know it sure has gone quickly.  The older I get the faster time seems
to slip away.

Caleb KK1G and I would like to thank you all for our re-election this
year.  Let’s all work together to make this another great year.  Come to the
meetings and give your input.  It is your club, so please come and join us.
Hope to see you all this year.

Once again Norm and I were at the Fort Wayne Hamfest on Novem-
ber 19th and 20th.  As usual we got there on Friday afternoon to set up our ta-
bles.  That way we don’t have to rush around on Saturday morning. Friday
night after we got set up we met with our friend John KG8XG and went out
for Sushi.  This has become a tradition just like we enjoy while we are at the
Dayton Hamvention.  The food was awesome and I ate way too much, but it
is always worth suffering.  Good sushi is hard to find.  On Saturday it was
good to see some of you attending the show.  The show was a little smaller
this year, but it was still a good show.  Hopefully next year it will be a lot
bigger.

Our Board member nomination was held at the last meeting and three
members were nominated and the poles were closed.  Therefore are board
members are still: Dick K8GX, Larry W8LNR, and Norm W8TTH.

The Thanksgiving Holiday is here.  I hope you all have a great dinner
and show thanks for all you have received.  Share the time you have with
your friends and family.

Don’t forget to check out the website at www.w8tqe.com and get any
new information and pictures to Bob K2IBM.  He is our web master and we
need to support him and the club by.  Also, don’t forget our newsletter editor,
Ted K8AQM.  He also needs our support.  Get him articles and pictures.
Without these two great guys we wouldn’t know what was going on with our
club.  They do a great job.
The meeting this month will be November 28th, I hope to see you all there.

73s
Ginny W8TTX

November Program
“If” the internet is available a collection of crazy “YouTube”
videos about ham radio will be shown.  If the internet is not
available then there will be no program for November’s meet-
ing.
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Local Area Ham RdioInformation

The Tickler

Adding Six Meters To Your Tribander
Six meters has become a “standard” addition to todoy’s trans-

ceivers and as a result a very popular band.  Although the 6m yagi
can be a large antenna, the three or four element 6m yagi is a nice
small profile.  The trouble is that means a taller mast, additional coax
run and more work.  Not necessarily so, check out the article in last
September, 2011 QST, “Add 6m to Your Tribander” by Joel Hallas
W1ZR.

I had a TA-33jr that was down for repairs and decided to give
this antenna a try since my TS-570 has 6m.  The article is straight
forward and the construction very simple.  There is no direct connec-
tion to any of the element as the antenna works on the “skeleton
sleeve” idea which according to K8AA and NU8Z is the same feed
system used by Force 12.  I have lots of aluminum tubing in my stock
pile and elements would be no problem.  The problem was where to
get the polycarbonate insulators; K8TLT to the rescue!  Cletus had a
few scraps left from some projects and although the scraps weren’t
three inches wide as those the author suggested, I was able to figure
out a mounting system using the strips Cletus had.  In the top picture
you can see my mounting method of the elements to the polycarbon-
ate and the insulator to the boom.  The cable guides used to hold the
elements to the polycarbonate would possibly deteriorate with time
and sun light so it was necessary to cover them with Scotch 33 and
then a coat of clear Krylon paint (W8TTH take note) to ensure the
tape would not unglue itself.  Picture three shows the taped and
mounted element(s) to the boom.

Spacing of the elements was by the article’s directions.  The
driven element had to by moved about one-half inch from the given
directions to achieve the desired 50 ohm impedance (bottom picture).
Even before the impedance change (30 ohms) the swr was less than
1.5 to 1.0 across the entire band!  There appears to be no change in
the swr of the yagi on the 10-20m bands.

The proof of directivity, front-to-back and front-to-side was
checked with Brian KG8CO and all seemed as expected.  The only
issue was “cock pit error” due to my rotor being 90 degrees off!  So
now K8AQM has a 100 watt 6m signal to three elements at 38 feet
and is ready for the next 6m band explosion!

I highly recommend this easy addition to any triander and en-
courage you to get a copy of the
article.  Some of you may even
have the tribander boom length to
add a second director!

73,
K8AQM
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AARC Club Gossip! ....................................
The Tickler

AARC  Club Minutes

The Adrian Amateur Radio club board met at the CAP building at Lenawee County Airport on
October 31, 2011, those present were Ginny W8TTX, Larry W8LNR, Norm W8TTH, Bob K2IBM  Bill
KA8ARK,and Caleb KK1G.   The meeting was  called to  order by Ginny W8TTX at 7:00 PM. The
board discussed tickets for Ft. Wayne hamfest.  Election for President,  and board members.  The meeting
was adjourned at 7:30 PM.

The  Adrian Amateur Radio Club met at the Civil Air Patrol building at the Lenawee County Air-
port.  There were 12 persons present.   Dan Baker K8TI won the 50/50 drawing. The minutes of the Octo-
ber 2011 meeting were approved with a motion by  Norm W8TTH second by Bob K2IBM motion
passed.   Ginny W8TTX was elected president and Caleb KK1G was elected  vice president  by  vote of
the membership.   A motion by  Larry W8LNR second by  Norm W8TTH  nominating Norm W8TTH,
Dick K8GX and Larry W8LNR to the board will be voted on at the next meeting.  Ted K8AQM  moved
the nominations be closed and the ballots destroyed  second  by Phil K8HCL.  Motion passed.  Meeting
adjourned at 8:00 PM   Ted K8AQM  presented a fine DVD on Great Lakes Freighter the Bradley.  Meet-
ing adjourned.   Bill KA8ARK

Did you know that…
...KG8CO’s restored Valiant looks great?
...K8KIC’s TS-480 is working fine … for now?
...K8TI is working to get his TA-33 up in the air?
...KD8WSL has his new tower up and  a Hygain beam?  Big signal on 10m!
...K8LAR Bud, has become a regular on the Thursday night cw net (28050 8PM)?
...K8AQM’s new TA-33jr and 6 meter yagi works great?
...the T32C DXpedition worked over 214,000 QSOs?  Wow!
...KC8TQB has a pair of Drake Twins?  T4XC and R4C
...K8AQM ordered some tubes from E-bay and they’re being shipped from Lithuania?
...KG8CO is ready to string out his 160m beverages again this year?
...K8NP is back from California?
...KD8WSL can now be found on 2m?
...K8AQM is getting ready for a multi-multi SKCC K3Y event with N8AMM’s help?
...W8TTH and N8AMM can be found on 2m about 6:30 every morning?
...KK1G finally got engaged?  There goes your radio equipment budget!
...N8JXY Mike, is a new area ham living in Tecumseh?  Welcome Mike!
...K8AQM’s shack is full of “bugs”?
...K8KIC and N8JXY can exchange midi files for their keyboards?
...a CW SKCC get-together is planed for December 11 at K8AQM’s shack?
...W8LNR still needs work done on his tower?
...K8NP fell off a roof …. but he is OK?  Wow!
...NU8Z is doing very well working on his DX Challenge Award?  Go Mark!!!
...next year no Willis B. Boyer, now it’s the Col. James M. Shoonmaker?  That’ll create a pileup!



4

The Tickler

Another Restore Classic
As many of you know I have a “thing”

for restoring keys and “bugs”.  The latest ad-
dition to the K8AQM shack is a 1938
McElroy Standard telegraph bug.  This one is
special to me as it belonged to good friend
and SK K8DD.

Hank  never got around to restoring
the McElroy and when the opportunity came
for me to acquire the key I couldn’t wait to
get the bug back to pristine condition!  Using
“Simple Green”, a tooth brush, some “0” steel
wool and over spraying the base brought
much of the original beauty back but a couple
of pieces of stainless steel bolts and nuts
really made the old girl shine.

The bug will now be used at one of
my operating positions.  Teddy McElroy
holds the world record to copying CW and his
bugs “fly”.  Needless to say I will have to add
addition weight to the pendulum for my use
and limited abilities!

73,
K8AQM

Willis B. Boyer
Now the

Col. James M. Schoonmaker
As many of you know WE8Z and W8TTH have

been involved with volunteer work at the Willis B. Boyer
lake freighter in Toledo, OH.  No more, July 1, 2011 the
Boyer was officially renamed “Col. James M. Schoon-
maker.”  Originally built in 1911 and named Col. James
M. Schoonmaker, the ship was sold and renamed the
“Willis B. Boyer” in 1969.

WE8Z and crew have operated Museum Ships
Event as the “Boyer” and now this year they will operate
in the event as the “Schoonmaker”.  With a new name
and the “first ever on the air” the gang will have huge
pileups.  The WE8Z gang are looking for operators to
man the station located in the “dog house”, please see
WE8Z for more details.

Google “James M. Schoonmaker” for some ex-
cellent You Tube videos of the christening and song.
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Using Your MFJ Analyzer as a Grid Dip Oscillator
By Carl Knauss, KI8GM

The diagram illustrates two resistors (15 and 180
ohm), a 1000pF cap, and an .7 micro Henry induc-
tor. The resistors and cap are easy to find, even at
Radio Shack here in New Mexico! The hardest
thing for me to understand correctly was the .7 mi-
cro Henry coil. I attempted to wind, measure, and
modify the coil on the fly with the meter before
building up what I guess could be described as an
RLC circuit.

I took the coil of wire, 22AWG that can be found at
Lowes in the picture hanging section; I guess folks
still use wire to hang picture frames! I terminated
one end of the coil on the center pin of the SO-239
to an adapter and the other to the ground lug. I
played around with different spacings but I could
always get around 46Mhz at .7 micro Henry. I am
not really sure if I am on the right path. But, it does

appear to dipping in the right area; I mean it doesn't dip at 10.135 when I was aim-
ing for 7.150 for my 40M coil.

There is one thing that did get me in the beginning, and this should go without say-
ing: a ground! I found that using a PL-259 connector alone offered a terrible ground which is why I soldered an addi-
tional lead wire from the PL-259 connector and wrapped it around the ground lug. Please let me know if you, or oth-
ers, see any issue with how I have this built.

PRESS RELEASE FROM ADRIAN AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
by K8YZA, Joe W. Pullen, District 1 and Lenawee county Emergency Coordinator/ Radio Officer
Seventeen Lenawee County Radio amateur radio operator participate in the annual Simulated Emergency Test sponsored

by the American Radio Relay League. The amateur operators belonged to one or more of the following groups: the Amateur Ra-
dio Public Service Corps, Amateur Radio Emergency Services, Radio Amateur Civilian Emergency Service, National  Traffic
System, Adrian Amateur Radio Club, and/or work or live in the Lenawee county area. The participants, in order of check-ins, are
K8YZA, K8KIC, KC8JJT, W8TTH, N6VOL, K8AQM, N8AMM, KC8A, KC8TUN, K2IBM, KC8UJE, KB8ECG, KG8CO, and
KA8SEW, N8YZQ. Hams outside who helped include N8WWX, K8ZMZ and KD8MDL.

The simulated emergency consisted of heavy winds in Lenawee county with some trees and power lines down. For the
entire state of MI, the scenario was weather related with high winds and blizzard conditions in the northern part of the state. At
times the state emergency operations center would throw problems requiring some stations to shut down. At times stations with
commercial power had to go to emergency power or shut down. Later, any station with an antenna height of 40 ft or more in
height, had to use a supplemental antenna at a height of less than 40 ft. or shut down because the higher antennas were simulated
to have blown down.  Tactical communications were conducted on behalf of served agencies for more than four hours..  Fourteen
stations were on emergency power during the test.  Dual membership in both ARES and RACES is actively encouraged  in Le-
nawee county. The call signs of stations performing liaison are K8KIC, KC8JJT, and K8YZA.

Digital modes were utilized during the test; these included both CW and WinLink. Simulated communications were han-
dled for 15 served agencies.

There were 14 communities in which agencies were contacted. They include Manitou Beach, Adrian, Hillsdale, Hudson,
Britton, Saline, Clinton, Lenawee county, Hillsdale county, Washtenaw county, State of Michigan, Livingston county, and Ing-
ham county.

I would like to thank all of those who gave up some weekend time to check in and participate to make this exercise a
success.

Thanks,
Joe W. Pullen, K8YZA, DEC 1 and  EC Lenawee/RO 1 and  RO Lenawee
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KD8WSL’s Shack
In late  July received a phone call from a local guy inquiring about how to become a licensed ham radio opera-

tor. We quickly exchanged introductions and setup a time for a meet and greet session. A couple days passed and
I stopped by the qth of Bill Lampe. We spent a couple hours talking about ham radio and what was involved and
required of him to get his license. I left Bill’s qth with the impression that he was going to start studying for his
technician license in preparation to take part in the test session at the AARC hamfest in Sept.

During our chat I also encouraged Bill to attend the Monday evening club gatherings and the regular meet-
ings. As my work schedule has changed and I am unable to attend at present time, I encouraged Bill to introduce
himself and to take full advantage of the wisdom and knowledge other club members could offer him. In true
fashion of our club members, he was welcome and the overwhelming (I’m sure) of information began to flow.

Bill being the (self starter) type person he is, quickly studied the material and as previously mentioned passed
his technician test before the hamfest in Sept. Not being one to let grass grow under his feet, plans were quickly
put into motion to start erecting a station at KD8WSL’s qth. Bill inquisitively started looking at the many hf rigs
available on the market. Several phone calls and a few meetings and pots of coffee later Bill’s plan was put into
motion. A new Yeasu FT950 and Astron power supply were ordered. A couple days later l found myself climb-
ing around in the rafters of Bill’s garage stringing up a 10 meter dipole. KD8WSL was officially on the air!

Bill’s timing on getting into ham radio couldn’t have been any better, as the new solar cycle has finally kicked
in and the “high” bands have been great. With the recent 10 meter openings Bill was doing quite well with his
dipole working several dx stations and checking into the local net, but knew it was a compromise being in the
attic. He acquired the permission and blessing from his wife to erect an outside tower and beam antenna. Bill pur-
chased 40ft of Rohn 20 tower, tilt plate and all hardware and began researching antennas. Several were discussed
and it was decided that a Hygain TH5-MK2 tribander would work quite well for his application. Bill’s only hf
privileges at present are on 10 meters, however it was discussed to always plan ahead when building a station, so
the tribander is in anticipation of Bill getting his general ticket soon. It was ordered along with a ham 4 rotor. Bill
assembled the tower and antenna per instructions.

Plans were made to borrow Norm’s (W8TTH) “poofty tower” to raise and lower the antenna during the
tuning operations of the project. As it turned out it would only require a one time raising of the antenna. Once it
was at the proper height we checked it out with the antenna analyzer and were pleasantly surprised that all of
Bill’s hard work and diligence paid off and no adjustments were needed. Good job Bill!

Plans were made to raise the tower and antenna that weekend, on a windy Sunday afternoon; with the
help of some local non-ham friends we finished the assembly and raised Bill’s tower and 5 element beam. Since
then Bill has also bought an Icom V8000 two meter rig and Ringo vertical. Although temporarily installed at the
moment to the railing of his deck, plans are to mount the vertical to the top of the mast pipe above the tribander
in the spring.
Congratulations to Bill in his success of becoming a ham radio operator and the beginning of a very nice station.
I’m sure it will serve Bill very well and will give him great pleasure in the many qso’s in the future.

73,

Don N8AMM
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Adrian Amateur Radio Club
Box 26

Adrian, MI 49221

First Class

President
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX

w8ttx@yahoo.com

Vice President
Caleb Squires, KK1G

calebsquires@yahoo.com
Secretary

Bill Groover, KA8ARK
billgro@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Mark Hinkleman, NU8Z

Cqnu8z@comcast.net

Executive Board
Neil Griffith, KC8DAR

njgriffith@verizon.net
Dick Denzel, K8GX

K8gx@tc3net.net
Norman Schutte, W8TTH

Norm@normsfab.com
Larry Lacy, W8LNR

W8LNR@aol.com

EditorTed Rachwal
K8AQM

K8AQM@arrl.net

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI.  It is
printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local
electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. Articles about activities of
members are solicited.  Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print
source.  The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537
from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl.

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats
Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC -Net Control

Tuesday 10 Meter CW Local Chat at 8:00 p.m. on 28.050 +/- QRM
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM

Local Area Repeaters
W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl  Adrian, Michigan
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl  Adrian, Michigan

K8ADM 443.375 + 107.2 pl  Adrian, Michigan
K8ADM has access to Echo Link

Adrian ARC 37th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show
September, 2012
Hamfest Chair

Mark NU8Z@comcast.net

AARC Web Page and E-mail  Reflector
www.w8tqe.com

adrianarc@mailman.qth.net




