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 Hello everyone.  I hope that summer is treating you well so far this 
year.  It has been a little wet lately, but things will probably change and it 
will be way too dry and then we can complain about the lack of wetness in 
the ground.  Remember we live in Michigan and the weather changes quite 
frequently. 
 The meeting will be one day later this month due to the 
Memorial Day Holiday.  Therefore the meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, May 31st.  
 Our new club banner and signs are ready.  The banner went with us to 
Dayton and was put up on the side of the trailer.  I would like to thank every-
one that was involved in their design and acquisition.  We will finally have 
something to show where we all meet and maybe it will help bring in some 
more local hams to our club meetings and well as help us get new members.  
They will be a lasting tribute to our club.  If you haven’t gotten a chance to 
see them please come check them out at the meeting.  Hopefully the signs 
will be hung in the very near future.  They do look awesome.   
 Once again another Dayton Hamvention has passed by us and the 
weather was fantastic for the whole show.  It was sunny everyday and only a 
little rain showed up on Saturday night.  Of course, I got a little too much sun 
as usual.  Norm W8TTH and I both had a great time visiting with all of the 
patrons as they stopped at our tables.  We especially always enjoy our friends 
that attend the show, the evening dinners, and the social hours that followed 
every night.  There seemed to be lots of people at the show this year and the 
event was almost perfect except for an eruption that took place on Saturday 
morning.  The sewer line from the Arena burst open out into the flea market 
area.  The members of our group were certainly glad that the club spaces 
were situated on the other end of the flea market and not down wind.  I feel 
sorry for all the folks that were in the immediate vicinity when the eruption 
took place.   I am sure some people got sprayed and so did their product.  
The place still didn’t smell very good on Sunday due to the heat.  At any rate 
our whole gang had good sales and it was a great weekend. 
 There are a few hamfests this coming month.  The Fulton County 
Amateur Radio Club will be holding a hamfest on the wood lot in Tedrow, 
Ohio on June 4th.  Just look for their signs or go onto their website for more 
information.  The Chelsea Hamfest is on the following day, June 5th and the 
Monroe Hamfest on Father’s Day.   
 Don’t forget to check out the website at www.w8tqe.com and get any 
new information and pictures to Bob K2IBM.  He is our web master and we 
need to support him and the club by sharing things through the website.   
I hope to see you all at the meeting. 
 
73s, 
Ginny W8TTX 
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Club Sign and Banner Are In! 
 

 Thanks to Don N8AMM for getting with a sign-maker 
and getting our new club signs and banner made.  The banner 
was used at Dayton this year and hopefully by the time you 
come to this month’s club meeting you’ll see the new sign in 
place.  Look for the new sign at the same place as the Le-
nawee County Airport sign.  The plan is to mount the signs 
directly below the current airport sign which will be raised to 
make room for the AARC sign.  Being double sided, the sign
(s)  can be viewed from either direction.  Cool! 

The Gold Dust Twins 
 Back in 1961 I was a 12 year old Novice visiting station of 
some of the amateurs in my home town.  I remember seeing several 
stations in the area that had the “Gold Dust Twins” aka, the Collins 
75A-4 receiver and the KWS-1 transmitter.  I am not sure exactly 
how they got their names “Gold Dust, it might have something to do 
with the need for several bags of gold dust to purchase them.  I re-
cently saw something that said in today’s dollars the price of the pair 
would be over $15,000.  The transmitter is a KW input and covers 80
-10m including 11 meters.  The receiver is 160m-10m and also in-
cludes 11 meters; which use to be a ham band back in the 1950s.  
There was no 160m on the transmitter because the power limit was 

200 watts during the day and in most places 50 watts after dark (due to LORAN).  The FCC would not let 
Collins sell their KWS-1 with 160m on it. 
 I have owned these twins for six year but just recently got 
them on the air.  The transmitter and receiver were restored by 
W3HM labs and recently “Harlan Heavy Metals” upgraded and refur-
bished the power supply.  The transmitter does CW, SSB and AM.  
When you turn the power on, the power supply “hums” to life and a 
large blower begins to provide cooling to the upper RF deck where a 
pair of 2CX250s provide the RF.  You can see the power supply with 
the cover off and the RF deck sitting on the top.  
 Since this gear was designed back in the “50s and “220 vac” 
was used then, our “240 vac pushes the KWS-1 input limit.  To solve 
this problem I have installed a  “240 vac variac” and run the KWS-1 
at a comfortable 220 vac.  That’s the variac in the bottom left corner. 
 My first contact was with N8AMM Don on 40 meters and 
was quickly followed up with a small pileup of stations calling.  I 
have only used the rig on CW but soon KG8CO will go into the log 
as my first AM contact in 25 years!  (Need to figure out the wiring on 
my D-104 microphone!)  I have only used a “bug” to send with on 
this rig and enjoyed our last-Thursday-of-the-month 10m bug night 
this past month with a QSO with K8KIC and N8AMM. 
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AARC  Club Minutes 
 
 The Adrian Amateur Radio Club board met on April 25, 2011 at the CAP building 
with the following persons were present:  Ginny W8TTX,  Larry W8LNR,  Mark NU8Z, 
Dick K8GX,  Caleb KK1G,  Bob K2IBM,  Norm W8TTH,  Neil KC8DAR,  Bill KA8ARK.  The 
meeting was called to order by Ginny W8TTX at 7:00 PM.  The board discussed the up-
coming Hamfest.  The treasurer's report by Nark NU8Z showed a balance of $8,721.89.  
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM.  

 The Adrian Amateur Radio Club met at the CAP building at the Lenawee County 
Airport at 7:30 PM on April 25, 2011 with 30 persons present.  The meeting was 
called to order President Ginny W8TTX.  Roll -call was by call sign.  The minutes 
were approved upon a motion by Dave   K8AA second by Larry W8LNR.  The treasurer's 
report by Mark NU8Z showed a balance of 8,721.89 and was approved upon a motion by 
Bob K2IBM second by Denny WE8Z.  Don N8AMM reported that the new sign and the banner 
will be picked up tomorrow.  Three Technicians and one person upgraded when they 
passed their test at the last Ham class.  It was announced that Chuck KG8EF has be-
come a silent key and will be missed by all club members.  The pre - Dayton hamfest 
will be held at the CAP building on May 7 from 9  AM to 11 AM.  It was announced 
that the Fulton County Hamfest will be held June 4, 2011. Forms are available re-
garding House bill 607 which could help save our frequencies.  See Caleb KK1G.  Joe 
K8YZA reminded us that our letters are really important.  The next meeting date has 
been changed to Tuesday May 31 due to Memorial Day falling on our regular meeting 
date.  Mark NU8Z  brought up a number of thoughts on how to improve our club.  The 
first priority is to get the tower up the latter part of May after coax is purchased 
at Dayton to get the club station running.  Other members related how they became 
interested in Ham Radio.  Denny WE8Z reminded members of the opportunities to work 
on some of the Lake freighters.  Ted presented a video on a DXpedition to Midway Is-
land.  The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:15 PM.   

Secretary Bill KA8ARK. 

Did you know that…  
...W8TTH has lost his “Peanut”?  It now belongs to W8TTX! 
...K8KIC is back at the euchre table… .and winning? 
...KG8CO and K8AQM are “re-kitting” a couple of DX-20 xmtrs? 
...K8AA “rides again” on a restored Goldwing? 
...it took KB8ECG 2.5 hours to hang a low dipole? 
...WE8Z bought another MM-3 Keyer? 
...N8AMM has two new footswitches… .for CW? 
...K8AQM is planning to get a Canadian call sign?  Hopefully VO1AQM! 
...KK1G is now on 10m cw and ssb? 
...K2IBM is now web-siting “Broken News rather than “Breaking News”?  Ha! 
...W8LNR finally has his TH-6 fixed and working again thanks to N8AMM? 
...The “pre-Dayton Hamfest” had only one seller this year? 
...KK1G is on the air with a borrowed TS-570 and can be found on 40m and 10m cw? 
...KG8CO and K8AQM enjoyed there trip up to Rogers City puffing away on cigars? 
...a 220 volt variac is “huge”? 
...both K8KIC and KC8A were QRV from Lenawee County in this MiQP? 
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Michigan QSO Party 2011 @ K8XXX 
 Wow, what a MiQP year!  Again a great bunch of guys gathered at 
N8CC’s to run K8XXX in the 2011 Michigan QSO Party.  We had nine sta-
tions on the air with 14 operators and amassed 2516 QSOs for a total score 
of 749,746 points, a new record for multi-multi stations.  Our best hour of 
operation was the second hour when we had 283 QSOs. 
 With N8CC’s great antennas and a great group of operators bringing 
in their own radios, we’re looking at breaking the 1,000,000 point total next 
year.  It can be done!  We started off rough this year at the cw stations but 
steps are being made to insure a smoother beginning for next year. 
 But there is a lot more to our MiQP effort than just running up large 
numbers of QSOs.  It’s always a great time with great food and this year the 
food was better than ever!  If you leave this event hungry then you really 
weren’t here! 
 The jokes and camaraderie are the real activities.  No one knows 

what K8KS Kaz has in mind for Jeff’s cat, 
WA8ICK Jack will amaze you with his short 
boom theory on antennas, K8JHR James is 
quick with the wit and makes the best lasagna, 
and W8DA Wolf will have you laughing with 
his computer graphics… .regarding Kaz and 
Jeff’s cat “Cher.”  It’s twelve hours of con-
tacts, food and laughs. 
 This year we had several new faces and 
we’re hoping that next year will bring several 
more.  K8XXX will be on again in 2012, give 
us a call on all the bands you hear us, we will 
hear you! 
  73, 
   Ted K8AQM 
PS even K8UV, honest Rich! 
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Dayton 2011 
 Yikes, what a hamfest!  This was a great year at 
Dayton as Mother Nature really cooperated and gave us ex-
cellent weather for the event.  The usual “suspects” were 
there in the flea market and a very good flea market it was 
for the sellers.  Aside from Norm’s Fabrication, we had gear 
from N8QEW, WE8Z, K8KS, K8AQM, WA8ARS and es-
tate gear from KG8EF, W8UNC and KB8JLV to sell at the 
sight...and sell we did, it was a great sale!  We had two 
“doors” worth of gear and still not enough room for all of it 
to be displayed at once.  Norm and Ginny had two tables of 
tower gear and many buyers.  From the top two pictures you 
can sell the opening day collection of gear and a close look 
shows our new club banner which we proudly displayed.  
That’s WE8Z and N8KR manning the table but through out 
the day you could find W8LNR, K8KS, N8CC, K8ADM, 
NU8Z and KG8CO along with W8TTH, W8TTX, K8AQM 
all both relaxing and selling the gear.  Good friend Wes 
KD8PNQ stopped by after passing his Extra exam, cool!  
You’ll have to ask about the sewer pipe that actually blew 
up and sent sh- - flowing through some of the seller’s trunk 
sales! 
 The evenings were again the usual laughs and “bull 
sessions” Dayton is famous for.  We had steak, beer, cigars 
and sushi; why Norm and Ginny ate an entire boat load of 
sushi!  Must be something about the “air” (and or ages), we 
never did make it up past midnight this year but it sure was 
fun! 
 The bottom two photos are of the arena area (that’s 
fun to type!) just as the show was closing on Sunday and 
before the ticket drawing takes place.  WE8Z, W8LNR, 
KR8W(Gerry) and I stayed for the drawing.  We all had 
four tickets to check as they read/drew winning numbers but 
again, as usual, no one in the group came home with a prize.  
Kenwood gave away six TS-590 transceivers and we were 
all hoping to bring home one of those beauties! 

 So 
Dayton is 
over for 
2011 and a 
good time 
was had by 
all.  Next 
year plan on 
joining us 
for the fun! 
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Adrian Amateur Radio Club 
Box 26 

Adrian, MI 49221 
 

First Class 

President 
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX 

w8ttx@yahoo.com 

Vice President 
Caleb Squires, KK1G 

calebsquires@yahoo.com 
Secretary 

Bill Groover, KA8ARK 
billgro@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 
Mark Hinkleman, NU8Z 

Cqnu8z@comcast.net 
 

Executive Board 
Neil Griffith, KC8DAR 

njgriffith@verizon.net 

Dick Denzel, K8GX 
K8gx@tc3net.net 

Norman Schutte, W8TTH 
Norm@normsfab.com 

Larry Lacy, W8LNR 
W8LNR@aol.com 

 

EditorTed Rachwal 
K8AQM 

K8AQM@arrl.net 

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI.  It is 
printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local 
electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. Articles about activities of 
members are solicited.  Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items 
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print 
source.  The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537 
from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl. 

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats 
 Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC -Net Control 

Tuesday 10 Meter CW Local Chat at 8:00 p.m. on 28.050 +/- QRM 
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM 

Local Area Repeaters 
W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl  Adrian, Michigan 
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl  Adrian, Michigan 

K8ADM 443.375 + 107.2 pl  Adrian, Michigan 
 K8ADM has access to Echo Link 

Adrian ARC 37th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show 
September 18, 2011 

Hamfest Chair   
Brian KG8CO cqkg8co@yahoo.com 

AARC Web Page and E-mail  Reflector 
www.w8tqe.com 

adrianarc@mailman.qth.net 


