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I hope my letter finds you all in good health.  I am recovering from
outpatient knee surgery myself.  Hopefully I will only be off from work for a
couple more weeks.  When you are used to having two jobs that take up all
your time and then all of a sudden you are unable to work at all for a couple
months it can drive you crazy.  Not that I have far to go.

Our Adrian Amateur Radio Club Hamfest was held this month. We
were moved to the Merchant Building this year instead of the Junior Ag
Building.  I had lots of people comment on the great planning that went into
the flea market area and parking.  People were pleased with how everything
was set up including the parking arrangements.  I thought we had a lot of
people attend this year and food sales went good.  I would like to thank all of
you that helped out before and at the hamfest especially the area leaders and
Mark NU8Z for all the planning and arrangements he made with several of
us to meet at the fairgrounds.  He also did a great job keeping us updated
with hamfest information.  Without all your help things would not have went
so easy.  I for one definitely needed help, because I wasn’t able to walk well
and it sure was a relief to have plenty of help this year in the kitchen.

The Findlay hamfest also came and went this month and Norm
W8TTH and I once again camped out on our hamfest spaces Saturday night
as we have for the past several years.  Sales and fellowship were good and
we had a great time again this year.  Holland, Michigan is not having a ham-
fest this year.  I went on their website and verified through their minutes that
this is true.  Too bad, because it was always a good show.   Kalamazoo’s
Hamfest is on October 16th and it is usually a good show as well, but Norm
and I will not be attending that show again this year due to a car show that
will be at the Lenawee County Fairgrounds the same day.  I guess we have
too many hobbies and you have to make a choice sometimes.

The August meeting of course was our Ice Cream Social/meeting and
was held this year at the club.  If you didn’t attend the event, you missed a
good time.  We even gave a Technician test to one of attendees and we
gained a new ham into our hobby.  His name is Bill Lampe and his call is
KD8QWB   He said he was planning on taking his Tech test at our hamfest
and he made the mistake of saying right in front of me that he knew he could
pass the test at the Ice Cream Social and you should never say anything like
that unless you mean it.  I found two other VE’s that were willing to help me
and we gave him the test.  Congratulations Bill we are glad to welcome you
to our hobby.

The meeting this month will be September 26th, as of right now I will
probably not see you as my daughter is having our grandson that afternoon in
Monroe, Michigan.  If the date gets changed, I will see you as usual.

73,s
Ginny W8TTX
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Hand Made Paddle by K8LAR
Blair K8LAR came to our last club meeting with a recent project of his, a

mini set of paddles 1 inch by 1.5 inches.  You can see the size of the paddles and
comparing them to the rca plugs used for connecting that indeed these are quite
small.  The paddles themselves are made from copper pc boards and a few bits of
nuts and bolts.

I used these paddles on a Tuesday night get-together with K8KIC.  I had to
hold the paddles down with my left hand; the cw action was very smooth and the
paddles were quite easy to use.  Everything (except my own cw sending) was
smooth and working perfectly as a set of paddles should.

These paddles will be packed with my DXpedition station as a spare should
my trusty Bencher go amiss.  Such a condition did happen when K8AA and I were
in 5W many years back, I wish I had had them then!

Thanks Blair for the very fine addition to the traveling station.  It just might
be possible that Blair could have a second career making paddles, they are indeed
“sweet’!

Rohn 20/25 Platform
Here’s a neat item from K8JJC.  For all the tower work that

results in sore feet as a result of spending hours standing on those thin
rungs of Rohn 20 and 25 installing yagis and rotors.  You just haul
this up on a tag line and slip it around the vertical supports

There is no doubt W8TTH could manufacture one of these and
wouldn’t it be great to have one in the club.  Norm made one for
Rohn 45 tower so there is one available for use.

Mounting A Straight Key
Jack WA8ICK mentioned he was going to be using a straight

ke              and I offered to make him a dark walnut base for his key.  The result
is the key mounted and shown in the picture here.  That’s a nicely
grained piece of Michigan (Lenawee County) grown piece of walnut

cut to Jack’s specs, beveled and highly polished with antique finish-
ing oil.  The bottom is glued with “no slide” shelving padding.  It’s a
great way to finish off a fine key.

SKCC “Pump” Key
Here is the latest addition to the K8AQM straight key collection.

This is a special key manufactured by
the Straight Key Century Club and is
very similar to the design of the key
on the Titanic.  It gets it’s name “pump”
from the long handle.  Rather than con-
tact made “under” the handle, contact is
made “above the handle and in the back.

This is a beautiful key and as you can see, larger than the old j-38 keys.
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AARC  Club Minutes

The Adrian Amateur Radio Club met at the CAP building on August 29, 2011 at 7:00 PM with 16 per-
sons present. Rollcall was by callsign.  The minutes of the July meeting were approved as published in
the Tickler with a motion by Bob K2IBM second by Norm W8TTH.  The financial statement was pre-
sented by Mark NU8Z and showed a balance of $7,366.65 and there was a motion by Blair K8LIR sec-
ond by Ted K8AQM to accept the report.  The motion passed by voice vote.  Mark NU8Z lead a discus-
sion was about the upcoming Hamfest, many jobs were filled but more volunteers are needed, contact
Mark NU8Z if you can help.  Curtiss Parsons, Coordinator Lenawee County department of Emergency
Management reported that the Communication project at the airport had been approved by FEMA. The
meeting adjourned at 7:49 PM for Ice Cream.  Secretary Bill KA8ARK.

Did you know that…
...K8KIC lost 5 out of 7 games?  That’s not normal!
...Bud K8LAR makes excellent mini cw paddles?
...KG8CO and K8AQM have begun to assemble their antennas for the T32 trip?
...W8TTH is working way too hard?  No time to play!
...the needed “extra coax” is ready to install at the club station?
...the club is looking for an old computer (1.0 GHZ or better please) for the club station?
...K8AQM has a new pump cw key, similar to that found on the  Titanic?  Thanks K8MXC!
...KC8DAR gets the best ice cream for the ice cream social?  Comes from Stone’s Café.
...KC8A is recovering from surgery at home now?
...WE8Z was on the cw net last month?  Finally, and it was fun too!
...At the ice cream social K8KIC walked away with a bag of cashews?  Lucky!
...N8AMM is still working early morning DX?
...K8AQM has his quad repaired after that nasty spring ice storm?
...KG8CO has installed a “random long wire” (~130 feet) just for short wave listening?
...there have been three new hams passing their Tech tests at our club?
...W8TTX has had knee surgery?
...K8AQM is working on restoring a 1946 Zenith AM radio?  Nice wood cabinet!
...KC8TBQ has a leg strap J-37 straight key?
...good article in last month’s QST?  Adding a 3 element 6m yagi to your tribander with no new feedline.
...KK1G is  soon to propose to his “sweetie”?  There goes the ham radio budget!
...the new tower antennas will soon be available for the CAP/club use?
...new club member Bill Lampe is now KD8QWB?  Nice going Bill and welcome!
...the club station now has two “newer” computers?
...W8LNR was “bummed-out” at the ham fest, he worked too much and missed the deals?
...last week K8KIC won 5 out of 7 games?  That’s more like it!
...KD8PZQ Irv, got a $5 60 amp 12 volt power supply?  What a deal!
...both W8TTH and W8TTX won door prizes at the ham fest?
...K8UV was at the ham fest?  Good to see Rich again.
...WB8ATA Paul is back in the area?  He lives in Morenci!
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2011 Simulated Emergency Test
PLEASE RESERVE SATURDAY MORNING OF OCTOBER 1 BEGINNING AT 0800 FOR THE ANNUAL SIMU-
LATED EMERGENCY TEST. This is an ARRL sanctioned event.  de K8YZA (guess that’s ESDT...Ed.)

Hamfest 2011
I want to give you all a quick report on the AARC 2011 Hamfest. Well, first and most impor-

tantly, the weather was just great. We have been very lucky in that regard over the years. The
new location worked out very well. I have booked it for next year.

The new location made it hard to compare attendance with recent years. There seemed to
be more people and a bigger flee market. There were a lot of positive comments regarding the
new location. The reality was that we sold one less ticket than last year, but the flea market
was larger to some small degree. The total profit was $1095.84. This is about $80 dollars
greater that last year’s profit. We had a $60 increase in expenses this year for some extra
prizes we purchased.

I want to thank everyone that helped with the hamfest. It would not be possible without
your help. I was very pleased with the member turnout. I was pleasantly surprised to see a
number of additional helpers at 5:30am. Misery loves company! Also others showed up to pro-
vide relief for the early birds. In spite of the new location, the hamfest seemed to run on auto-
pilot. Everyone did their job and it came off like clockwork. All and all we should be very
pleased with the results. Other hamfest have been dropping in attendance every year, but we
have been holding our own and bucking the trend. I received many comments on the special
atmosphere that the Adrian hamfest offers.

Again, I want to thank everyone for their help with the AARC 2011 Hamfest.

More details and discussion at the next club meeting (9-26-11 - next Monday).

73,

Mark NU8Z

The “Boss”                             The Piolet and Navigator
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Pictures From Adrian ARC 2011 Hamfest

No program this month but next month “Bradley” and “Boyer”
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Adrian Amateur Radio Club
Box 26

Adrian, MI 49221

First Class

President
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX

w8ttx@yahoo.com

Vice President
Caleb Squires, KK1G

calebsquires@yahoo.com
Secretary

Bill Groover, KA8ARK
billgro@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Mark Hinkleman, NU8Z

Cqnu8z@comcast.net

Executive Board
Neil Griffith, KC8DAR

njgriffith@verizon.net
Dick Denzel, K8GX

K8gx@tc3net.net
Norman Schutte, W8TTH

Norm@normsfab.com
Larry Lacy, W8LNR

W8LNR@aol.com

EditorTed Rachwal
K8AQM

K8AQM@arrl.net

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI.  It is
printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local
electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. Articles about activities of
members are solicited.  Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print
source.  The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537
from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl.

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats
Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC -Net Control

Tuesday 10 Meter CW Local Chat at 8:00 p.m. on 28.050 +/- QRM
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM

Local Area Repeaters
W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl  Adrian, Michigan
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl  Adrian, Michigan

K8ADM 443.375 + 107.2 pl  Adrian, Michigan
K8ADM has access to Echo Link

Adrian ARC 37th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show
September 18, 2011

Hamfest Chair
Mark NU8Z@comcast.net

AARC Web Page and E-mail  Reflector
www.w8tqe.com

adrianarc@mailman.qth.net


