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From the Prez.......................... 

Volume 39, Issue    4                       April,   2011 

 

 Hi everyone.  Hope everyone is doing well this year so far.  The 
weather will hopefully stop bounce back and forth here soon.  We should be 
getting some nice spring weather. 
 We had success again this year for our Technician class and test ses-
sion.  We had 4/6 folks take tests and pass.  We earned 3 new Technicians 
and we had one person upgrade to General.  There were a couple of people 
show up to help with the test session.  Their help was greatly appreciated.  I 
would have liked to see a lot more of you there to support our hobby. 
 Dayton Hamvention will be held on May 20th through the 22nd.  
Hopefully it will be well attended this year by vendors and buyers alike.  The 
economy is still in a hole and with the price of gas I hope it doesn’t keep too 
many folks at home this year.  I am sure it will prevent a few from attending 
any of the hamfests. 
 Don’t forget to check out the website at www.w8tqe.com and give 
any information or pictures to Bob K2IBM that you would like to post on the 
site.  He is a great web master and we all should appreciate the way he keeps 
up the website.  Also, this newsletter would not be possible without our edi-
tor, Ted K8AQM.  He also needs support from you by sending him articles 
and pictures.   Without these two fellows, information about our club and 
upcoming events would not be readily available to all of us.  Thank them 
both the next time you see or hear them. 
 I don’t have a whole lot to say this month or at least I can’t remember 
it now.  It’s awful getting old.  I will probably think of a lot more to add after 
I send this off to Ted, but I will just have to write it down so I remember to 
pass it along at the meeting on April 25th. 
 I hope to see you all at the meeting. 
 
73s, 
Ginny W8TTX 

April Program 
 The April program will be the video presentation of the K4M DXpe-
dition to Midway Island.  The video is about 45 minutes in length. 

April Meeting Issues 
 NU8Z will present and accept ideas for increasing club membership 
and station development. 
 Also to be discussed is the “Pre Dayton Hamfest” scheduled for 
May 7th and possible CAP rummage sale conflict. 
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 Local Area Ham RdioInformation 

The Tickler 

 

 

 
 K8AQM/7 in Arizona 

 
 Recently Judy and I visited our friends in Ari-
zona, the Phoenix area.  That’s my college roommate 
Mike, WA8ARS and his wife Janet (who met at our wed-
ding) enjoying an “807” (old ham speak for beer, the 807 
tube resembled a beer bottle) an “buffalo burger” at a 
local cowboy establishment. 
 It was great to get away from the cold Michigan 
weather and enjoy the 75-80 degree sunshine.  In six 
days in Phoenix we never saw a cloud!  Mike’s QTH is 
not ham friendly and Mike does no operating.  I did try to 
interest him into some stealth antennas and to dig out his 
TS-50.  We’ll see how that develops. 
 
 Close to Phoenix is Scottsdale and in Scottsdale 
is HRO (Ham Radio Outlet).  I told Mike we just “had” 
to make a trip there and checkout the store.  It took us 40 
minutes to get to the store from Goodyear where we were 
staying in Phoenix.  The store is in a strip mall and not 
all that big but there is a terrific antenna on the roof as 
you can see.  Inside is row upon row of modern equip-
ment all setup and “useable”.  I got to use the new TS-
590 and was very impressed with the radio and it’s fea-
tures.   
 The fun began when I got on the phone and called 
KG8CO to get on 20m with me.  Brian had just gotten 
home and got to his radio.  He called Don N8AMM and 
put the word out on the repeater.  So shortly I had a great 
QSO with KG8CO, N8AMM and K8KIC.  The signals 
were great and Q-5 copy.  Ken’s Alpha Delta antenna 
worked great and was a true S-6 or 7, N8AMM’s beam 
and AL-811H was a solid S-9 or 10 over.  Brian had the 
big signal with his Alpha of 20 over and 100 ft tower. 
 I can’t say that I would want to live in Arizona all 
year but it certainly is a terrific place to spend some of 
the cold Michigan winter months.  Judy and I are think-
ing of spending a possible month down there but I don’t 
know if I could endure a month without my station and in 
a place where antenna restrictions would apply.  N8QEW 
does a “stealth” antenna system and he can talk very well 
back to K8KIC.  Hmm, I wonder if a “/7” could break 
into the Sunday morning 20m QSOs back here? 
 
 73, K8AQM/7 
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AARC Club Gossip! .................................... 

The Tickler 

AARC  Club Minutes 

 The Adrian Amateur Radio Club board met at the Civil Airpatrol building at the LENAWEE 
COUNTY Airport on March 28, 2011. The following persons were present: Ginny W8TTX, Norm 
W8TTH Larry W8LNR, Dick K8GX, Kevin N8JMN, Caleb KK1G, Bob K2IBM,  Bill KA8ARK , Neil 
KC8DAR.   The board discussed the upcoming Ham class.  The meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm. 
 Jim Brown W1SJG won the 50/50.  The meeting was called to order at 7:33 pm by President 
Ginny W8TTX.  Rollcall was by callsign. There were 23 persons present.  Minutes as printed in the Tick-
ler were approved upon a motion by Bob K2IBM second by Ken K8KIC motion passed.  The financial 
statement presented  by president Ginny W8TTX showed a balance of $9,770.20 motion to accept the  
report by Jim Brown W1SJG second  by Blaise KD8NWI motion passed.  Need someone to come  in 
next Saturday to run the Ham class.  New member Dwane Deremer 734 649 4833 will be taking calls re-
garding the upcoming Hamfest.  Michigan QSO party will be April 16.  Motion by Scot KA8THW, 
Blaise KD8NWI to adjourn passed at 8:19.PM 

Did you know that…  
...the snow birds are back?  WE8Z, K8NP, N8QEW and K8TLT 
...the “Boyer” will be renamed and painted this summer? 
...strange things happen in Florida?  Ask WE8Z about his pictures! 
...the Carl D. Bradley website “might be” up soon?  Tnx NU8Z! 
...WE8Z got an auto tuner?  But his vertical came down in the ice storm! 
...K8KIC sold his boat and lawn mower?  Also his bath tub?????? 
...KG8CO is “bummed”, he won’t get his 100 countries on 160m this winter? 
...FO/K8AQM QSLs went out to the “deserving”? 
...the club sign has been ordered? 
...you might have missed the Michigan QSO Party April 16th? 
...N8CC has a new Orion II? 
...K8KIC can breathe easier, he can play euchre again? 
...a delta loop will always show the pl-259 as shorted?  Ask K8AQM 
...N8AMM is working some really good DX these days? 
...the pre-Dayton hamfest is coming up most likely May 7th? 
...K8AQM got his “Gold Dust Twins” up and running? 
...KC8A and K8KIC were active in the Michigan QSO Party this year? 
...K8XXX made more than 2500 QSOs in the Michigan QSO Party? 
...K8AQM bought a 220 v variac for his boat anchors? 
...KG8CO is thinking about an eight element 160m receiving antenna? 
...a second K8AQM Alpha Amplifier has been “modified” with  new tubes and the WARC bands? 
...K8UV and K8GX have disappeared from the 10m cw net? 
...KB8OXK, W8TTH, N8AMM, KG8CO, K8JVW, NU8Z and K8AQM will be at W8CDB this year? 
...K8KIC has run out of cashew!?! 
...KK1G is almost ready to join the 10m Thursday night cw net? 
...KG8CW was heard/worked in the MiQP this year? 
...2 lbs of venison, 1 lb of buffalo, 1 lb of beef, 5 kinds of beans, and tomato sauce makes great chili? 
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The Tickler 

KG8EF SK 
 Truly a life to celebrate, that’s Chuck 
KG8EF.  Yes, an extremely sad acknowledgement 
that we note the passing of KG8EF.  Oh but what a 
life! 
 Chuck began as KA8POW an aspiring Nov-
ice but quickly climbed to General and a leading 
member of our club.  Chuck taught code in future 
classes and is responsible for many of our current 
members in obtaining their license.  Never without a 
smile, Chuck was liked by everyone and easily 
gained their respect.  Chuck managed to “con” his 
wife Patty (KA8SEW) into amateur radio and to-
gether they built a very impressive station.  Chuck 
was a DXer, contester, rag chewer and a “must be 
there” kind of guy whenever someone had an an-
tenna project going.  He is responsible for helping 
others put together their stations.  Most recently Chuck allowed his call to be used in our Museum Ships 
effort to honor the Edmund Fitzgerald.  Dayton without Chuck was never quite as exciting as when 
Chuck could get away for the weekend to come with . 
 Chuck and I had a special relation as often people would ask us if we were “brothers”.  My re-
sponse was, “yes, I’m the better looking and mom liked me best!”; Chuck would respond that he was the 
“wiser”...I think that was really true.  It seemed that when we got together we constantly tried to “out 
prank” each other but usually with Chuck getting the upper hand.  Sparks seemed to fly and there was no 
telling what would be said or done in the next moment.  Chuck once stated that he didn’t mind getting 
older so long as he never had grow up!  If there truly was a “Never-never Land”, I have no doubt Chuck 
would have been the Captain of the Lost Boys! 
 Chuck had so many accomplishments in radio but even more in his social life.  As an officer in 
the Coast Guard Auxiliary Chuck promoted water safety, as a member of his church Chuck gained great 
satisfaction in helping the youth members and maintaining the church when needed.  He was a mechanic, 
carpenter, plumber, electrician; all skills that he shared with his friends and family.  Never really one to 

admit he was an animal lover, Chuck really was and raised horses and dogs with 
Patty. 
 To say “Chuck will be missed” just doesn’t go far enough.  Men, hams and 
friends like Chuck just aren’t found everyday!  Maybe N8AMM had the right idea 
and  said it best, “You just can’t help yourself from liking the goofy guy!”  Goofy, 
of course, Chuck wouldn’t want it any other way.  Chuck truly, truly enjoyed life, 
his friends, his hobbies and his church. 
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The Tickler 

KG8CO and 160m 
 As stated here before, KG8CO Brian has built an 
impressive 160m station.  In just one season (and only 
part of that) Brian has worked 88 countries!  He has great 
beverage listening antennas and an inverted L transmit 
antenna. 
 But bigger plans are in the works for next season!  
Brian plans to add two more beverages giving him a total 
of eight listening antennas; he is putting together the 
plans for a 4-square transmit antennas and recently men-
tioned he was thinking of an eight  shortened vertical lis-
tening system to supplement his beverage antennas. 

 Now this is a real challenge for him; pictured is an extremely rare “Worked All Zones”(there are 40 
zones) and all on 160m.  There have been only 210 certificates issued since the award was given (1960s?).  
Even with a super station this will take some dedication to achieve.  Good luck Brian, I know you can do it! 

The New DXers Handbook 
 While we’re on DX, here is a new booklet written by Bryce Anderson, K7UA.  It is available 
“FREE” from the Utah DX Association website at:  <http://www.udxa.org>.  It is 44 pages with nine 
chapters and is a great read for both the beginning DXer and those with lots of countries to their credit.  It is 
well worth the download. 

DX Code of Conduct 
 Here is another very interesting document FREE for the downloading and written by ON4UN and 
ON4WW both very famous amateur and known throughout the world.  The document is quite involved and 
sets a list of procedures and operating techniques for both DXpeditions and general  communications in the 
amateur bands.  The document has been approved by the IARU (International Amateur Radio Union) and 
the ARRL.  You can down load this document free by going to the website given and clicking on the Re-
gion 1 download.  It is well worth the read. 

http://www.ham-operating-ethics.org/versions.html 

Some Photos from the K8XXX Michigan QSO Party 
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Adrian Amateur Radio Club 
Box 26 

Adrian, MI 49221 
 

First Class 

President 
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX 

w8ttx@yahoo.com 

Vice President 
Caleb Squires, KK1G 

calebsquires@yahoo.com 
Secretary 

Bill Groover, KA8ARK 
billgro@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 
Mark Hinkleman, NU8Z 

Cqnu8z@comcast.net 
 

Executive Board 
Neil Griffith, KC8DAR 

njgriffith@verizon.net 

Dick Denzel, K8GX 
K8gx@tc3net.net 

Norman Schutte, W8TTH 
Norm@normsfab.com 

Larry Lacy, W8LNR 
W8LNR@aol.com 

 

EditorTed Rachwal 
K8AQM 

K8AQM@arrl.net 

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI.  It is 
printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local 
electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. Articles about activities of 
members are solicited.  Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items 
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print 
source.  The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537 
from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl. 

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats 
 Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC -Net Control 

Tuesday 10 Meter CW Local Chat at 8:00 p.m. on 28.050 +/- QRM 
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM 

Local Area Repeaters 
W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl  Adrian, Michigan 
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl  Adrian, Michigan 

K8ADM 443.375 + 107.2 pl  Adrian, Michigan 
 K8ADM has access to Echo Link 

Adrian ARC 37th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show 
September 19, 2011 

Hamfest Chair   
Brian KG8CO cqkg8co@yahoo.com 

AARC Web Page and E-mail  Reflector 
www.w8tqe.com 

adrianarc@mailman.qth.net 


