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Hi everyone.  I hope you are all doing well this summer.  I am glad it
finally cooled down a little from what it was a couple of weeks ago.
As I am typing this letter, Norm W8TTH and I are up in Buckley, Michigan.
We are here for the Buckley Old Engine Show.  If you have never been up
here, it is an awesome place.  They have their own community built up with
old fashioned shops and displays.  There are all different workshops that
make products with old-time machinery.  There is an area where people
bring in all of their old-time equipment to exhibit.  There is also a large flea
market.  Norm is their welder and has been promoted to Committee Member
status this year.  I have been working in the Sound Booth to fulfill my work-
ing membership commitment.  I get to greet people, get them registered if
they are members, and make announcements over the loud speaker.  It is the
right job for me since I love to talk as you all know.  It has been a good
week, but would have been a lot better if I were able to maneuver around the
flea market.  I managed to mess up my knee and my walking is limited.  I
still would not have missed the show for anything.

I went to the Angola, Indiana hamfest this month.  It was very small,
but at least I got our hamfest flyers put out for people to pick up.  I also got
to spend some time with friends.  Let’s face it most of the time we all just
attend the hamfests just to meet with our friends and talk.  Next month the
Findlay Hamfest will be on Sept. 11th.  It is usually a good show, so I hope
you will be able to attend.

Most important of all our own hamfest is getting closer.  It is the
weekend after the Findlay show.  I hope you are ready to help out with our
hamfest.  Please contact Mark NU8Z, if you can help out in any area. WE
NEED YOU.

Once again make sure to thank Ted KA8AQM for editing and pro-
ducing our newsletter.  Also, thank Bob K2IBM for maintaining our website.
Please help support them both by sending them articles and pictures to use in
their efforts to keep our club motivated and informed.
Hope to see you at the next meeting.  73,
Ginny W8TTX

Ice Cream Social This Month!!!
This month our meeting will be the annual ice cream social.  The

event will be held at our club building (CAP of course) and will begin at
7:00 PM.  Please bring your favorite topping, spoon and bowl.  No need to
bring chairs this year.  Cookies and brownies are allowed and the club
will provide coffee.  A very short club meeting will cover the hamfest
needs.

This is as usual a family event so bring your spouse and enjoy the
social atmosphere.
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Club Sign is in Place!
When you come to the next club meeting or just drive by the CAP

building be sure to check-out the club sign!  The airport folks installed the
club’s sign this past month and did a great job.  The sign is secured well
and reads nicely from both directions as you drive by.

Thanks to N8AMM for heading up the sign development and
thanks to the airport personal for their great installation.

Club Station Coax is in Place
On a very hot Saturday morning in July NU8Z organized a work

party to trench and bury the club runs of coax and rotor cable to the new
tower(s).  Irvin KD8PZQ, Denny WE8Z, Mark NU8Z, Dave K8AA,
Larry W8LNR, Caleb KK1G, Dick K8GX and Ted K8AQM showed up
at 7:30 with shovels and picks to install the coax.  With so many helping
hands the task was not too great a hardship even in the hot and humid
weather.  Fortunately the coax did not have to be buried too deep and
the picks cut through the ground pretty well.  Three runs of coax to our
tower plus rotor cable and one coax run to the big EMC tower were in-
stalled along with “pipe” support in about ninety minutes.

You can see everyone working hard
but a comment must be made regarding the
“shovel” used by W8LNR!  It seems Larry’s
“shovel” is a bit different than those used by
the rest of the “working” crew!  Clearly Larry
is more comfortable in the “management” role
than in the working role!

Oh well, a good time was had by all
and at a subsequent meeting pl-259s were
connected to the coax runs.  It remains now
for the tower to have new steel cables and a
“winch” (note NU8Z, not “wench”) installed
and with antennas in place, the club station
can be activated.

Thanks to all who worked on the in-
stallation.
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AARC Club Gossip! ....................................
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AARC  Club Minutes

The Adrian Amateur Radio Club board met at the CAP building on June 25, 2011 with the following per-
sons present: Ginny W8TTX, Mark NU8Z, Caleb KK1G, Bob K2IBM, Denny WE8Z, Dick K8GX, Larry
W8LNR.  The board meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. The board discussed several items on the agenda,
such as: Field Day, Exam sessions, Ice cream social, and the Adrian Hamfest. Dennis, gave an overview on what
Field Day represents. He recommended that we have emergency comm trailers setup, campers, VHF & HF radios,
and accommodating antenna's so that ham radio operators & people that are interested in ham radio can operate on
several bands and get familiar with various modes of communication that ham radio operators use today. Field Day
is scheduled at the same time summer blast is. So we will have to coordinate field day at that time. Dennis also
discussed Exam sessions for people willing to take their ham radio exam. The exam session is slated for Aug. 23,
2011 at 6:00pm, there will be flier's available and a radio announcement pertaining to the exam session. Another
main discussion at the board meeting was Hamfest. Hamfest is set to begin September 18 th. We need a lot of volun-
teers to help with the hamfest. Please see Mark, NU8Z for information and to sign up. The board meeting was ad-
journed at 7:35 pm.

The Adrian Amateur Radio club met at the CAP building on June 25, 2011 at 7:30 pm, with 19 persons
present. Roll-call was assigned. Ken K8KIC, won the 50/50 drawing and donated $6.00 back to the repeater fund.
The minutes as published in the Tickler were approved with a motion by Denny WE8Z, second by Scott,
KA8THW. The treasurer's report was approved upon a motion by Dave Goodrich, KC8TQB; second by Dick
K8GX. Under old business, VE Testing was discussed to be held on Aug. 23, 2011, please see Denny for more
information. Field Day was also discussed; to be held at the same time as summer blast. We need to get new peo-
ple involved in our hobby. Again, please see Denny for information about Field Day. Mark, NU8Z made mention
that dues are due. The tower project is going good at the CAP building. Last weekend, the group trenched and ran
feedlines to the tower, the project is well underway. For New business, Denny talked about having VE Testing for
General Class or higher license. The Adrian Hamfest is scheduled for September 18th, 2011. We will be in the mer-
chant hall this year. Brian KG8CO, will be handling advertising. Mark NU8Z, will be handling ticket sales. Every-
one's help is needed and encouraged to make this years Hamfest a wonderful experience. Joe Pullen K8YZA,
needs certificates of radio operators that are RACES Certified. The FEMA certificates needed to be sent to Joe are:
ICS 100, 200, 700, & 800. The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Caleb Squires, VP AARC
KK1G, VE3UPK

Did you know that…
...N8AMM is now catching the “morning DX openings” as he returns from work?
...W8TTH is showing movies in “the dark”?
...WE8Z went to Cedar Point?  Isn’t he too old for merry-go-rounds?
...K8KIC won Lenawee County in MiQP?  Well done Ken!
...KG8CO is planning to purchase the new Elecraft amplifier?
...K8AQM is designing/building 2 element yagis for the next MiQP?
...K8XXX won the multi-multi category in the 2011 Michigan QSO Party?
...W8LNR has a “special” shovel?  He will sell it to the highest bidder!
...K8KIC sends better cw with his left hand than K8AQM and KC8ITC do with their right hand?
...KC8A was the top phone entry from Lenawee County in the MiQP?  Good job Jack!
...KB8HW picked up a Kenwood TS-520 for only $50 at a garage sale?  What a deal!
...K8AQM is building a BC and SW crystal radio?
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Tower Work at W8CFP(sk)
The big Force 12 antenna and 70 foot tower at W8CFP’s home has been sitting for over two years

unused and unattended.  KG8CO decided after tree limbs from the past spring’s ice storm did some dam-
age to the guy wires it was time to get the antenna down and begin the tower removal.  Those of you who

have big antennas (this one had 2 elements on 40 and covered 20-10m
with WARC bands) know this is a big job to be reckoned with.  It took
Brian a day to re-adjust the guy wires and to strip-off the many coax
and rotor/switch cables running from the tower to the house.  The sec-
ond day saw the gathering of KG8CO, N8AMM, K8AQM and an addi-
tional friend Roger Young gather to begin the very serious work of re-
moving the big antenna.  We remove these big antennas with the use of
a tram line running from just above the antenna down and securely an-
chored to a truck.  A pulley rides on the tram wire with the antenna at-
tached below on a rope.  A gin pole is used at the top of the tower and
the rope attached to the antenna while the force of gravity slowly slides
the antenna down the tram line.  It takes quite a bit of time to get the
antenna ready, the tram secured, the ropes all set and the gin pole in
place  The ground crew usually finishes their setup first and there is
nothing to do but “watch” the man on the tower do his thing.  You can
see that N8AMM and Roger are intently “watching” KG8CO work on
the tower.  But as the antenna begins its slide down the tram and
KG8CO maneuvers the big antenna around tree limbs, the ground crew
holds fast and slowly lowers the antenna toward the ground.  If the
tower man has done his set-up correctly (and Brian did) the antenna
balances nicely and approaching the ground a ground crew member can
guide it safely resting on the ground.  After five hours the antenna is
down (KG8CO spent 4.9 “up” the tower) and safe.  The hardest part is
done, the rotor and mast are easily removed.  The tower is bare and
awaits another day for removal.

It’s a job well done and safely done; no blood and no ruined
antenna!  KG8CO and N8AMM know what they’re doing around an-
tennas and towers, both have had a lot of practice with their own an-
tenna farms.  Thanks to friends the W8CFP antenna farm will soon be
cleared and except for a tower base no one will know that this site once
held world-wide communications.

If you’re looking for a great antenna, Brian is looking to sell the
antenna.  Contact him at “cqkg8co@yahoo.com”
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Restoration of a Classic
Back in the late 40s and early 50s Hallicrafters receivers came out with
an introductory series of radios, the S-38 line.  KG8CO bought an S-
38A for $5.00 at Dayton.  I have a restored S-38B which appears to be
almost identical to the S-38A.  I offered to give a try at “restoring
Brian’s S-38A.

Wow, a true basket case; the chassis was rusted, the paper ca-
pacitors leaking, the speaker rotted, the power cord was a mess and un-
safe, two knobs missing and layers of grime and crud both on the case
and inside on the radio.  You can see the “before” rusted chassis and
the old paper capacitors in the photos.  It’s amazing what exists on the
internet and what you can find.  I contacted “Hayseed Hamfest.com”
and they put together a capacitor replacement kit for the S-38A.  The
photo shows the yellow replacement caps and look at the physical size
difference between the old and the new.  The speaker was replaced
with a Realistic speaker I had around the shack.  The case was over-
sprayed with a satin black that fairly well matched the Hallicrafters
original black.  The front dial faceplate was very dirty but all-in-all the
faces were in great shape and cleaned-up nicely.  The volume control
and band switch knobs were missing and I had no replacement knobs
in black but decided to use two Heathkit knobs and sprayed them
black. The on-off switch which was part of the volume control didn’t
“switch” so rather than try to find a volume/switch pot I decided to just
install a line switch on the new power cord. Reassembly into the case
with a new power cord in place and things began to look very nice.  I
connected an indoor random wire antenna to the radio and gave the
switch a flip…..hot dog!  The tubes lit-up and the familiar five tube
radio hum filled the room!

I cruised through the broadcast band and found all the familiar
local stations and many heterodynes of those stations far away.  The
short wave bands found several DX stations and all was well.  If I can
find the tech manual showing how to “tweak” the alignment I think the
radio will perform even better.  Brian was going to connect the radio to
his 160m dipole and if the radio doesn’t explode with all the signals, it
should really be fun to hear his report.

I began my novice career with an S-38C and about the only dif-
ference was the “hammer gray” case rather than the black one here.
It’s a good little radio and the restore project was both easy and enjoy-
able.  For a total of $15.00 Brian has a nicely restored amateur radio
classic.
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Adrian Amateur Radio Club
Box 26

Adrian, MI 49221

First Class

President
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX

w8ttx@yahoo.com

Vice President
Caleb Squires, KK1G

calebsquires@yahoo.com
Secretary

Bill Groover, KA8ARK
billgro@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Mark Hinkleman, NU8Z

Cqnu8z@comcast.net

Executive Board
Neil Griffith, KC8DAR

njgriffith@verizon.net
Dick Denzel, K8GX

K8gx@tc3net.net
Norman Schutte, W8TTH

Norm@normsfab.com
Larry Lacy, W8LNR

W8LNR@aol.com

EditorTed Rachwal
K8AQM

K8AQM@arrl.net

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI.  It is
printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local
electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. Articles about activities of
members are solicited.  Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print
source.  The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537
from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl.

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats
Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC -Net Control

Tuesday 10 Meter CW Local Chat at 8:00 p.m. on 28.050 +/- QRM
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM

Local Area Repeaters
W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl  Adrian, Michigan
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl  Adrian, Michigan

K8ADM 443.375 + 107.2 pl  Adrian, Michigan

Adrian ARC 37th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show
September 18, 2011

Hamfest Chair
Mark NU8Z, cqnu8z@comcast.net

AARC Web Page and E-mail  Reflector
www.w8tqe.com

adrianarc@mailman.qth.net


