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 Hi everyone.  We have had just a glimpse of spring just enough to 
spoil us for a couple of days and then right back to the cold.  I want spring to 
be here already. 
 Norm W8TTH and I went to the Marshall Hamfest on the 19th and 
the TMRA Hamfest on the 20th of \this month.  We had a good time at both 
of these events.  Marshall was busier this year than last which was good to 
see.  Toledo was also a good show this year.  We did set up a table this year 
for the club at the Toledo show, but didn’t have many folks take advantage 
of the table and bring things to sell.  After the TMRA show Norm and I 
joined a couple friends at Tony Packos for lunch.  Our daughter, Tonya 
KC8DAP,  and son-in-law, Blaise KD8NWI,  also went to the hamfest this 
year I think they had a pretty good time at the show and at lunch. There were 
quite a few of the club members that made it to both of the shows.   
 I hope all of you that made it the club meeting last month enjoyed 
some of the hot dogs, sloppy joes, and chocolate cookies that were provided.  
I took our hamfest leftovers to the club for everyone to enjoy.  If you weren’t 
there you missed out on a good night. 
 We will once again be holding Technician classes this year.  This will 
be the DVD class again and will be held on two consecutive Saturdays.  The 
dates are April 2nd and April 9th with the testing being held on the second 
day.  I have flyers available for anyone who can pass them out or put them 
out for display for potential applicants.  If you know anyone that is interested 
in taking a class or upgrading make sure you notify them of the classes.  
Please also come and show your support and enthusiasm for our hobby on 
both Saturdays.  Of course, we can always use VEs on the 9th for help with 
administering the tests. 
 Don’t forget to check out the website at www.w8tqe.com and get any 
new information and pictures to Bob K2IBM.  He is our web master and we 
need to support him and the club by sharing he keeps up the website.  Also, 
don’t forget our newsletter editor, Ted K8AQM.  He also needs our support.  
Get him articles and pictures.  We don’t need him making up a bunch of stuff 
to put in the paper.  Without these two we wouldn’t know what was going on 
with the club.  They do a great job. 
 Don’t forget the meeting on March 28th.  Hope to see you all there. 
 
73s, 
Ginny W8TTX 

Your program director will be in Arizona during your meeting this month 
and therefore nothing is scheduled for the program.  Next month will be the 
video presentation of the K4M DXpedition to Midway Island.  Don’t forget 
next month NU8Z will present a plan to improve club participation and the 
planned station improvements.  Please come with ideas! 
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FO/K8AQM Tahiti 
 The winter has been long and Judy and I needed to get 
away from the cold for awhile.  The opportunity for a quick 
week trip to Tahiti came up and we packed our bags.  Detroit 
to LA with an overnight and then an eight hour flight brought 
us to French Polynesia and 87 F degrees during the day and 
76 F at night! 
 Our QTH was right on the ocean and of course I made 
sure it was on the “right side” of the island to do a bit of 
DXing.  I had worked FO8RZ during the past year and 
through emails we agreed to spend an evening together with 
our wives at the poolside bar.  Phil is stationed in Tahiti until 
this summer and has been extremely active on the bands.  He 
will return to France (F5PHW) this summer.  We had a great 
time talking about Tahiti and amateur radio.  Phil needs only 
a couple of states on 10m and 160m for 5BWAS.  He hap-
pened to go through his logs and hand delivered his QSL for 
our several contacts. As it happens, I just worked Phil on 17m 
yesterday and had a chance to say “hello” from Adrian. 
 You can see my station setup with the K2, computer 
and the Force 12 Sigma V in the front of the bungalow.  The 
bottom two pictures are the 30m, 17m and 12m wire vertical 
N8CC made which we use in traveling  The antenna went up 
in the palm tree on the beach at a 45 degree angle but worked 
great on 30m and 17m for QSOs.  Although I was sick for 
two days and couldn’t operate, I managed 100 QSOs operat-
ing “vacation style” (when Judy didn’t have us doing things).  
I managed to work KG8CO, on 20m, N8CC on both 20 and 
30m and Mike Flynn KG8CW on 20m.  Like most operations 
from the Pacific, morning and night were the band openings 
to the USA.  During the mid day there is very little activity on 
the bands.  The Sigma played very well being located close to 
the ocean and working the US, EU and JA was no problem.  
Here are the QSLs for FO8RZ and for FO/K8AQM: 

FO/K8AQM

2 0 1 1  DXpedition
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AARC Club Gossip! .................................... 
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AARC  Club Minutes 
 
 The Adrian Amateur Radio Club Board met at the CAP building at the Le-
nawee County Airport on February 28, 2011. The following persons were pre-
sent: Bill KA8ARK, Larry W8LNR, Norm W8TTH, Dick K8GX, Caleb KK1G, Ginny 
W8TTX, Ted K8AQM  The meeting was called to order at 7:10 by president Ginny 
W8TTX. We discussed fabricating the crank-up tower and sign placement, We 
found the training DVD's that were lost. The board approved purchase of one 
new ARRL manuals for the upcoming class. 

 The Adrian Amateur Radio Club met at the CAP building on  February 28 
2011.  The meeting was called to order by vice president Caleb KK1G at 7:51 
pm. with 14 persons present. There was no Treasurer's report due to Mark 
NU8Z's absence. The minutes were approved as published in the Tickler upon a 
motion by Norm W8TTH second by Dick K8GX motion passed. There was no old 
business.  The Skywarn program will be presented March 7.at Sienna heights 
University. Norm W8TTH will be fabricating a part for the crankup tower at a 
cost of $325. Ted K8AQM moved and Don N8AMM second that the club pay Norm 
W8TTX $325 for labor and material for the part. Motion passed.  April 2 and 9 
were the dates set for the upcoming Ham class and were approved by a motion 
by Blaise KD8NWT second by Norm W8TTH. Norm W8TTH moved and Dick K8GK second 
to adjourn, Ted won the 50/50 drawing and donated his winnings back to the 
club for the repeater fund.  Thanks to Blaise KD8NWI and Tonya KC8DAP for 
cooking, and Duane for his delicious cookies.        

Secretary Bill KA8ARK. 

Did you know that…  
...KB8ECG is ready to take his Extra exam? 
...N8AMM’s 80m dipole “grew” during the ice storm? 
...K8TI sure was glad he has no trees on his property? 
...K8KIC’s Alpha Delta antenna survived just fine in the ice storm? 
...KG8CO is doing 160m DX, satellite work and using his “boat anchor” gear? 
...W8TTH lost his R-7 vertical in the ice storm? 
...W8LNR just doesn’t understand K8AQM? 
...K8AQM just doesn’t understand W8LNR? 
...KK1G is doing a great job learning the code? 
...Murphy has been hanging with W8TTH’s computers these days? 
...N8AMM has been enjoying the great DX with the SFI at 155? 
...KB8ECG is working on his AL-811A amp again? 
...now KG8CO is thinking about a gain antenna for 160m? 
...K8AQM is visiting his college room-mate WA8ARS in Arizona? 
...K8XXX will again be active in the 2011 MiQP April 16? 
...KG8CO now has 87 countries worked on 160m? 
...K8KIC and N8AMM are masters of “QLF”? 
...N8KR “flew up” to the Marshall Hamfest? 
...N8CC needs only P5 (North Korea) to have “worked them all”? 
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NF8J @ N8CC’s CQWW 160 SSB 
de NF8J 

 Below is the run down from Paul (right top) 
NF8J on the effort from N8CC this year.  
What a great job, the guys had a ball...ed. 
 
Did multi op @ N8CC station. Ops were NF8J, N8CC, W8DA, 
WA8ICK, WA8IIK, WA8UPB, K8MU & K8KS. We were 5th in the 
USA last yr, and beat that score by 50,000 pts this yr. 1138 Q’s, 58 
States and VE provinces and 34 DX countries for score of 257,784. 
Great friends, food and Jeff’s station performed flawlessly. N8UU pro-
vided another outstanding Bluegill fish fry for us. Highlight of Satur-
day night was Kaz, K8KS, running stations with Chinese accent. Had 
us rolling on the floor with laughter. (wav. file available) 

The Purple Crystal 
 There is a tradition in amateur radio known as “the Purple Crystal”, it’s a jest on “the Purple heart” 
which is quite serious and given to those who have been wounded in battle.  But in amateur radio we award 
“the Purple Crystal” to those who time-out our repeater and hear the “shot” sound affect of the repeater 
“dumping” the operator who has been long winded and not allowed the repeater to reset and identify itself.  
It has been a long time since anyone has “received” the Purple Crystal but the latest Purple Crystal has 
just been awarded to KB8ECG!  Dave managed to “time-out” our two meter repeater this last month and 
received “the shot heard around the band”.  Congratulations Dave on a deed not done by many!  Ha! 

New Bug at K8JJC 
 My friend Paul K8JJC, loves cw and is a real collector of keys and bugs.  
Paul was “captured” by a bug he saw at the Marshall Hamfest and just had to add it 
to his collection.  What you think; a very smooth action I think but may cause some 
unexpected “birdies” or “chirps” to appear in his shack! 

Flying High at Marshall 
 Not many of us get to “fly” to our hamfest but Ken N8KR sure does.  Ken 
flew his plane up from Fort Wayne to attend the Marshall hamfest this month and 
Brian KG8CO provided “local transport” from Brooks Field 
to the hamfest.  The flight took only 40 minutes for Ken 
who had a busy Saturday schedule.  A couple hours at the 
hamfest and a 30 minute flight back allowed Ken to visit 
friends and purchase those needed “fleas”.  It was great to 
see him at the hamfest.  Ken flies with his 2m rig and has an  
excellent 52 signal from 3000 ft! 
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Ice at K8AQM’s 
 Being in Tahiti during this past ice storm was a blessing.  I 
think I would have had a heart attack had I seen this scene!  That’s an 
M2 Log Periodic at 100 feet and although it looks like a disaster, the 
antenna came back with no damage and works just fine.  The quad 
however is a different story.  Notice the tree that is leaning over?  
That tree managed to catch the 20m loop and when the tree sprang 
back the wire held but the spreader on the lower left didn’t.  I now 
have a broken spreader and the 20m loop is still in the tree!  Five dif-
ferent dipoles came down, two tribanders have bent or tilted elements 
and the eave-troughs on three sides of the house were ripped off.  
Thanks to the efforts of N8AMM and a couple of friends my genera-
tor was fired up and no damage to the inside of the house occurred 
during the five days of lost power.   
 With all the trees and limbs down I think I have enough fire-
wood maybe for the next two years!  After the yard is cleared and the 
weather improves it’s back to antenna repair and ready for next year’s  
surprise weather! 

KG8CO’s Super AM and CW Stations 
 Many of you know Brian has been active on 160m
(DXCC=85!) and satellite operation these past months but Brian 
has another interest.  AM is still a popular mode and the best AM 
gear is the older “boat anchor” gear.  Brian has a Johnson Viking 
II and vfo along with his HQ-110 receiver that will give him 70 
watts of plate modulated AM.  By the time you read this he will 
have checked into his AM nets and made his first AM QSOs.  
The rig will be used primarily on 75 and 40 meters.  Not shown 
in this “very neat and tidy” station is his Heathkit Warrior ampli-
fier that will really give him a punch!  Brian has promised a 
forthcoming article on his AM adventures.  But this is not all the 
boat anchor gear Brian has.  He also has a second Viking II and a 
Johnson Ranger in his collection! 
 Along with this AM station Brian also has his boat anchor 
cw station which includes a Heathkit DX-60, vfo and HR-1016 
receiver.  He has been very active lately making cw QSOs on the 
40 meter band in the 7110 KHz area.  He has even made threaten-
ing talk of joining the 10m cw gang on Thursday nights! 
 Let us not forget Brian also has a super modern station,  
he can boast of two Yaesu FT-1000MP transceivers, an Alpha 
amplifier, a Tokyo HY-power amplifier, an Icom-7000 and a 
Yaesu FT-100D… .and that’s just part of his low band gear. 
 Should we talk about his antennas; the 4 element 40m 
yagi at 120 feet, the KLM Log Periodic at 100 feet, the TH-11 at 

70 feet, the two 80m ground planes, the 160m nearly-vertical inverted L and the many beverage listening 
antennas?  I have no idea how many vhf/uhf rigs Brian has  but there are several.  Yup, station KG8CO has 
it all! 
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Adrian Amateur Radio Club 
Box 26 

Adrian, MI 49221 
 

First Class 

President 
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX 

w8ttx@yahoo.com 

Vice President 
Caleb Squires, KK1G 

calebsquires@yahoo.com 
Secretary 

Bill Groover, KA8ARK 
billgro@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 
Mark Hinkleman, NU8Z 

Cqnu8z@comcast.net 
 

Executive Board 
Neil Griffith, KC8DAR 

njgriffith@verizon.net 

Dick Denzel, K8GX 
K8gx@tc3net.net 

Norman Schutte, W8TTH 
Norm@normsfab.com 

Larry Lacy, W8LNR 
W8LNR@aol.com 

 

EditorTed Rachwal 
K8AQM 

K8AQM@arrl.net 

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI.  It is 
printed monthly and is distributed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local 
electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. Articles about activities of 
members are solicited.  Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items 
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print 
source.  The club owns and operates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537 
from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl. 

Local Area 2 Meter Net and 10 Meter Chats 
 Sunday 9:00 p.m. The ARES Net on 145.370 - Ken, K8KIC -Net Control 

Tuesday 10 Meter CW Local Chat at 8:00 p.m. on 28.050 +/- QRM 
Tuesday and Thursday 10 Meter Local Chat 9:00 p.m. on 28.325 +/-QRM 

Local Area Repeaters 
W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl  Adrian, Michigan 
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl  Adrian, Michigan 

K8ADM 443.375 + 107.2 pl  Adrian, Michigan 
 K8ADM has access to Echo Link 

Adrian ARC 37th Annual Hamfest and Computer Show 
September 18, 2011 

Hamfest Chair   
Brian KG8CO cqkg8co@yahoo.com 

AARC Web Page and E-mail  Reflector 
www.w8tqe.com 

adrianarc@mailman.qth.net 


