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Hi everyone.  I think winter is going to be here sooner than usual this year.  It has already 

felt like summer ended a few weeks ago.  Then again we live in Michigan where the 

weather changes sometimes minute by minute or at least it seems so. 

 

Once again our AARC hamfest has come and gone.  It is always nice to see everyone 

there to support the club.  Whether you helped with the talk in, with the parking, with the 

trunk sales, with the testing, in the kitchen, or wherever or whatever you did your help 

was certainly appreciated.  We couldn’t pull it all off without you.  Mark (NU8Z) also did 

a fantastic job with organizing all the tasks once again and the hamfest was a success.  

Thank you to everyone involved. 

 

The test session went well at the hamfest and we now have added two more hams to our 

hobby.   Jeremy’s (KD8VSQ’s) father Greg Downard and Robert Stuart both passed their 

Technician tests.  I also understand that Donna (W8DIY) passed her General test on Mon-

day after the hamfest.  Congratulations to you all on your accomplishments. 

 

The Findlay Hamfest was held on September 13th, which was one week before our AARC 

hamfest.  There were lots of people there and it was a good show.  I saw several of our 

club members there enjoying themselves while seeking out all the bargains they could 

find.  I do like the building they moved the inside vendors to last year.  It is a lot easier to 

move around than when we were in the other buildings on the opposite side of the fair-

grounds.  There were a few empty tables, but not very many.   

Last month was our Annual Ice Cream Social meeting and everyone enjoyed all of the ice 

cream and other desserts that were brought for the occasion.  It was good to see people 

come to the club for the event, but I would like to see you more often at our regular meet-

ings.  We need you and miss you. 

 

Don’t forget to check out the website at www.w8tqe.com and give any information or 

pictures to Bob K2IBM that you would like to post on the site. He is a great web master 

and we all should appreciate the way he keeps up the website. Also, this newsletter would 

not be possible without our editor, Jeremy KD8VSQ. He also needs support from you by 

sending him articles and pictures. Without these two fellows, information about our club 

and upcoming events would not be readily available for all of us. Thank them both the 

great job they do for the club. 

 
See you on September 28th, 
Ginny 

W8TTX 

At our next club meeting Curtis Parsons will be on 

the program at 8 PM with a training DVD on home-

land security training for threats and how we are to 

react to these situations.  It will last until 8:30.  We 

will also be introduced to the project EAGLE. Cletus 

K8TLT 
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A Pig With Lipstick Is Still A Pig! 

 
Stan W8ATE, brought me a hacked-up and modified SB-200 that had been converted to 6 meters only.   
Not only were the other bands eliminated but I swear with a chisel and hammer a third 572B was added.   
Checkout the photos here:  

Note the added switch on the front panel (standby and by-pass) and 
the“hole” where the band-switch was removed. You can see the third tube 
added (on the right where the band-switch use to be). How about that bro-
ken-up power supply board! As I told Stan, “This is a pig!” 
 
I decided to clean it up a bit and ran it on a variac for a couple of 
days. After reconnecting a meter wire I was pleasantly surprised there was 
no smoke and the meter was reading 2000 volts! Maybe this “pig would 
fly!” Discussing the matter with Stan he said go ahead and see what you 
can do. 
 

After cleaning everything I could and hitting the switches with Deoxit, I decided to give the pig a bit of 
“lipstick.” The front panel was removed and painted light gray, the case was washed, hit with acetone and black 
primer paint. I decided a dark brown metal flake case was going to be perfect! I decided to add a red jeweled light-
ed pilot light where the band switch use to be. 
 
The big problem was how to get decals for the new panel; Stan to the rescue! Among Stan’s many tal- 
ents is laser printing and cutting. Stan made a perfect front panel from a scan of the old one and added all the let-
tering. Below is a picture of the panel Stan made to replace the old SB-200 panel. One of my favorite phrases on 
QRP vs QRO is “Do you want to make calls or do you want to make contacts?”  
Stan paraphrased it a bit and added that to the panel. I hold told him we were going to give this pig some lipstick 
so naturally he had to add a pig with lipstick to the panel. Where the band switch went in he added a “Flux Capaci-
tor” label and a “1.2 jigawatts” statement...cute. 
 
Of course the look is good but does it work? 
Since we hadn’t put any real RF into it yet it was decided 
to see what was available on the net regarding these 
modifications. There appeared to be nothing with these 
“exact” modification but there was an interesting feature 
from the Netherlands regarding the prevention of the 

tubes going into oscillation from parasitic issues. 
 
The standard carbon resistor(s) with wire wrapped 
around wasn’t used at all. Instead of wire wraps, 
Teflon wire was placed across the resistor in a spe-
cific sized “loop.” There was even a chance to 
puchase this 
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(ebay photos) “new look” parasitic choke from ebay. Stan had the wire and I had the carbon resistors to 

make our own. The photo below is “our” newly designed parasitic chokes, of course we needed three for the “pig.”  
Two half watt 100 ohm carbon resistors in parallel with silver wire and high temp sleeving. The loops are 2.5 cm 

tall and about 1.5 cm across. 
So what does this “pig with lipstick 
look like when all put back together? The old 
SB-200 green case was primed and a dark 
brown metal-flake paint was applied. Check it 
out! 
Of course you want to know if it works, 
me too! At this time of the writing, the “Pig” 
hasn’t had RF applied. Have to get a VHF 
watt meter first but it DOES fire up and it 
“appears” that all is well. Oh yes, that “Flux 
Capacitor 1.2 Jiga-watts” switch actually 
works! 
It has been a fun project as well as 
“making something from nothing into some-
thing.” Who else do you know has a  
 

          “Pig With Lipstick!” 
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2015 AARC Hamfest and Computer Show 
 

The 2015 Hamfest was a success this wear and was up on numbers over last year.  Here is the news 
from Mark NU8Z: 
 
First,  I want to thank everybody that helped on the AARC Hamfest today. 
My job as Hamfest coordinator is pretty easy because everyone knows exactly what needs to be done 
and just does it !!  You all did a great job! 
  
The turnout was up a little bit this year and the same was true for trunk/table sales. We also made a little 
more on the food.  After expenses, we cleared ~$844 total. (up from $764 in 2014)  
  
Separate from the hamfest ledger, the club made an additional $22 from some odds and ends that were 
donated by Bruce Jones and sold at the club table. 
 
Also, although never included on the hamfest reports, the $355 reduction in the cost of the clubs yearly 
liability insurance that is for the most part needed because of the hamfest will also add to the clubs cof-
fers as compared to years past.   All in all, this makes for a pretty good year. 
  
More details at the next club meeting. 
Thanks Again! 
  
Mark 
NU8Z 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 More Pictures are online on the club’s Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/w8tqe 

http://www.facebook.com/w8tqe
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KD8SKO’s  New Elecraft K1 
 

 
This came in the mail today.  It's an 
Elecraft K1 Transceiver.  It is a CW 
mode only rig that has the 4 band mod-
ule.  It will operate on the 40, 30, 20, 
and 15 meter bands.  The output is rat-
ed at 7 watts but on my meter, it's put-
ting out 12 watts.  It is a QRP rig but 
most rigs you can throw in a backpack 
and set up a station in the middle of a 
hike are.  It just means I'll have to find 
an amplifier now!  The receiver is phe-
nomenal with adjustable filtering from 
1.2khz down to 200hz.  I cant wait to 
start making contacts with it! 
73,-Don 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Jeremy KD8VSQ was decoding more SSTV images from the International Space Station and just received this 

from ARISS in his email for sending in the images he decoded.  It commemorates the 40th anniversary of the 

docking of the Apollo and Soyuz spacecraft.  He even got a QSL card from the space station for decoding the im-

ages from the weekend. 
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Welding Rod Antenna 
 
Since I have my work truck on the road, I haven't been able to put a radio in it.  No antenna.    
 
Well, since I picked up a Yaesu FT-1900R/E, I figured it would be the perfect 2 meter rig for the truck.  Now, that 
really had me itching to get it in the truck and our hamfest is 5 days away, who can wait that long!  The only thing I 
had, was a scanner antenna that I purchased a couple of years ago for my HT.  It worked, but it was nowhere 
close to being a match for 2 meters and since my new to me radio will put out 55 watts, I really don't want to fry 
it.  Then I remembered about the vertical dipole I made out of stainless steel welding rods, so I grabbed one and 
checked if it would fit in the magnetic base.   
 
Success!  It fit, but there was another problem.  The rods were only 36 inches long, way to short for the 2 meter 
whip I was hoping for.  So like many hams before me, I went in to fabricate mode.  How to make this rod longer.  I 
grabbed another piece of rod and tried using an electrical butt connector, but as I had suspected, it surely wouldn't 
be strong enough for mobile use.  I tried soldering the connector to the rods, but solder didn't take at all.  I even 
tried my mini oxy/propane torch to weld them together.   
 
Then it hit me, why not use my Flux core welder!  Now, 
a Flux core welder isn't very good for welding stainless 
steel, but these are stainless steel welding rods, I only 
need to heat them to a molten state and stick them to-
gether!  With a little help from my bench vise, I stuck 
two rods together and hit the with the welder on high 
for a couple of seconds, just enough to get a nice ball 
of steel forming on the ends of the rods and then held 
them tight together, trying my best to keep them 
aligned.   
 
After the now fused rods became one, I took it to the 
grinder to clean up the weld, taking off the bulb of stain-
less steel that formed.   
 
Turns out, they ended up pretty straight, so now it was 
on to tuning it.  I trimmed of a big amount at first, about 
6 inches and trimmed smaller and smaller amounts till I 
got the SWR down to 1.2-1 on our repeaters input fre-
quency, and the SWR through to the top of the band is 
1.4-1!  Then, just for kicks, I checked it on 70cm and 
the match was even better!  1.1-1!  I started off trying to 
make a mono band 2 meter mobile antenna from a 
scanner mount and it ended up being a dualbander!  It 
was fun not only figuring things out as I went, but mak-
ing it work with what I had, and not using plans.  I cant 
wait for my next project!  73, -Don, KD8SKO 
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AARC  Club Minutes 

ADRIAN AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

Board/Meeting Minutes 
 

 

Board Minutes 

 

Ginny-W8TTX, Norm-W8TTH, Larry-W8LNR, Neil-KC8DAR, and Bob-K2IBM were present.  Bill KA8ARK 
was absent. 

 

We discussed – The upcoming AARC Hamfest, the repeater frequencies, and the Ice Cream Social 

Event. 

 

Meeting 
 Roll call 33 people were present. 

 50/50 was won by one of the visitors for the Ice Cream Social. 

 Minutes were approved on a motion by Jim W1SJG with a 2nd by Norm W8TTH  

The Treasurer’s Report was approved on a motion by Jim W1SJG with a 2nd by Willis WB8NPI 

  
Several items were discussed including- getting the coordinantes of the repeaters secured, re-

peater not working at times, races cards, our hamfest, and a Technical Committee was decided 

upon.  Members of this committee include: Norm W8TTX, Jeremy KD8SVQ, Ted KA8AQM, Bob 

K2IBM, Cletus K8TLT, and Dave KB8MXX 

  

  
 

Submitted by Ginny W8TTX 
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President 
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX 

w8ttx@yahoo.com 
 

Vice President 
Bob Warwick, K2IBM 

k2ibm@comcast.net 
 

Secretary 
Bill Groover, KA8ARK 

billgro@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
Mark Hinkleman, NU8Z 

nu8z@comcast.net 
 
 

Executive Board 
 

Norman Schutte, W8TTH 
norm@normsfab.com 

 

Larry Lacy, W8LNR 
w8lnr@aol.com 

 

Bill Van Houten, KD8TTM 
z.billv@gmail.com 

 
 

Tickler Editor 
Jeremy Downard, KD8VSQ 

jeremyad@gmail.com 

 

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI.  It is printed monthly and is distribut-
ed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. 
Articles about activities of members are solicited.  Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items 
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print source.  The club owns and oper-
ates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537 from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl. 

Weekly AARC Nets 
 
Sunday Night 2 Meter AARC ARES Net at 
8 pm on the W8TQE Repeater 145.370 – pl 85.4 
Net Control - Bill KD8TTM 
 
Tuesday and Thursday CW / SSB 10 Meter Nets 
10 Meter CW Chat starts at 8 pm on 28.050 +/- QRM 
10 Meter SSB Char Starts at 9 pm on 28.328 +/- QRM 

  Local Area Repeaters 
 
  W8TQE 145.370 -    85.4 pl  Adrian, Michigan 
 
  W8TQE 444.675 + 123    pl  Adrian, Michigan 
 
  K8ADM 443.375 + 107.2 pl  Adrian, Michigan 
 
  K8ADM has access to Echo Link 

Adrian ARC 38th Annual  
Hamfest and Computer Show 

September 13, 2015 
Hamfest Chair   

Mark nu8z@comcast.net 

AARC Web Page and E-mail  Reflector 
 Website:  www.w8tqe.com 

Email:  adrianarc@mailman.qth.net 

Join us on Facebook!  Follow the URL below and click 

the “Like” button and what ever we post will be shared 

instantly with all club members.   

http://www.facebook.com/w8tqe 

We need your help!    
 

The Tickler is in need of articles to put into publication.   
We want your input to help us produce the Tickler. 

 
If you have submissions for the Tickler please contact 

Jeremy KD8VSQ and it will be included in the next 
months issue of the tickler. 

Adrian Amateur Radio Club 
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