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The President’s Propagation.......
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The Tickler

Hi everyone. I hope you and your families are doing well. Winter has fi-
nally arrived. Enough already let’s go back to fall. Well maybe we can
have a little more snow for Christmas day, but then it can go away. Oh
wait, we live in Michigan. I don’t mind the cold I just wish the snow
would stay off of the roads, but then I know I am dreaming.

Norm W8TTH and I were able to attend the Fort Wayne Hamfest this
month. It was a good show as always, but a little smaller than I remem-
bered from two years ago. Norm and I were unable to attend last year.
This year they had cut the room size down by at least 1/3 from what it was
in the past and then there were still empty spaces. We always have a good
time while we are in Fort Wayne. As with any of the hamfests lately they
have become a great social gathering. It was nice to see some of our club
members make it to the event.

I hope you had a good Thanksgiving Day and had a lot of things to be
thankful for this year. I have had better years, but I am thankful for all of
my family and friends. I also hope you had a good Black Friday, if you are
into rushing around and pushing through the crowds to get the bargains. 1
tried that just one year and it was enough for me.

The Fulton County Amateur Radio Club will be hosting a Winterfest at the
Delta American Legion Hall Post 373, 5939 State Route 109 in Delta, Ohio
on December 5™, Then I don’t think there are any hamfests very close to
us until January. They will far and few for the next couple of months.

I don’t have a lot to say this month and I am sure I have forgotten some-
thing that I wanted to say. I will hopefully remember it all by the meeting
on next Monday. Can you believe it is already the end of November? This
year has flown by.

Don’t forget to check out the website at www.w8tge.com and give any in-
formation or pictures to Bob K2IBM that you would like to post on the
site. He is a great web master and we all should appreciate the way he
keeps up the website. Also, this newsletter would not be possible without
our editor, Jeremy KD8VSQ. He also needs support from you by sending
him articles and pictures. Without these two fellows, information about our
club and upcoming events would not be readily available for all of us.
Thank them both the great job they do for the club.

See you on November 30",
Ginny
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QTH?..... Bird Feeder 1!

When you buy a hanging birdfeeder and then decide to pole
mount it, what do you do with the attached wire? Obviously
Donna W8DIY, knew exactly what to do with it...make a yagi
out of the wire of course! Donna and her husband Stan W8ATE,
recently added a tower and yagi to their shack so maybe the yagi
business was on her mine? When I asked her about the “BF yagi”
she said the only trouble was the birds were having a difficult
time landing on it...unlike their new yagi which has become a fa-
vorite perch before heading for the “Bird Feeder 1” QTH!

_
DO NOT Make me use my radio operators voice!

How many times has Ginny had to say to Norm...

De Rich K&UV

Here is an unusual J-38 WWII era

key. Of course "made in Michigan" is
very cool, but what else is unusual? The
key is made from white metal, not brass
like most J-38's. There were many vari-
eties of the J-38 as well as many compa-
nies who made them. Myself, I like us-
ing my Lionel J-38, just one of many
keys I have and use.

Let it be said, good things can some-
times come from the U.P. of Michigan
besides cold beer and pasties.

de Rich K&UV




The Tickler

New Life for Old Burned-Out Tubes

Ugh, if you’ve been around for awhile in amateur radio then you no doubt have a col-lection of
old tubes, good or bad.
Good friend Greg
KESCEW, is very resource-
ful. Greg took the old may-
be dead/maybe not dead
tubes and built an LED cir-
cuit with son Jere-my
KD8VSQ and sandblasted
his call letters on the tubes.
The tubes where then put
into a finished walnut base
and connected to a 12 volt
source. You can see the re-
sults in the picture here.
Very impressive!

I’m very lucky to be on the receiving end of their friend-
ship! The pictures on the left and below are a lights-on
and lights off pictures of the tube displays Greg and Jere-
my made for me. Where Greg used red LEDs for his tube
call sign, I asked for green and white LEDs. I am a grad-
B uate of Michigan State University and those are my

®  school colors. The :

and add a great at-
e shack.

w [ can’t thank them

| enough for these fine

' additions to the

shack.

Perhaps this will

give someone a great idea for some “in-shack artwork?”

By the way, a quick

message on the amp
reflector asking for
tubes is bringing me
six or seven for more

art and at a cost of postage and ship-ping.

Anyone out there got some great “art” ideas?

73,

Ted KEAQM
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Listen Martha...that's Ted, KSAQM, and he says he's running QRP !l knew he
couldn't resist it....He says he's running 500 milliwatts, wow what a signal !!

Must be smokin that log peroidic !!
de Rich K&8UV TIC

Titanic Radio Room

Only know photo of Titanic radio
room. Jack Phillips at the key.
De Rich K8§UV

Jack Phillips
Titanic Radio Officer
Died at age 25
North Atlantic
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New Repeater Duplexers

&_ WS8TTH Norm, found a good deal on a set of duplex-
ers for our 2m repeater. Of course they weren’t tuned
for our repeater and needed to be retuned, enter
KB8MXX, Dave. The duplexers were at the KEAQM
shack and Dave brought over his spectrum analyzer to
do the job. After checking on the internet for
“YouTube” videos on the “how to tune four cavity
duplexers” the work began. Carefully following the
YouTube video yielded less than desirable results; too
much insertion loss and not enough rejection. Fortu-
nately W8ATE, Stan stopped by and quickly did a
search for the manufacture’s direction on how to tune
I the cavities. Dave went paragraph-by-paragraph
through the procedure and the results are great!

P On the right is the picture showing the spectrum ana-
f““\/ B |yzcr showing the insertion loss for the input frequen-
cy (144.770 MHz) of —1.45 db. The analyzer on the
left is of the
- output frequency =
(145.37 MHz)
and shows and

only —1.32 db!

- The rejection of
high/low fre-
quencies is about g ‘
is about —80 db
or more! These duplexers are tuned! Goes to show that videos on You Tube are not always the
best to go by. Get the manual and follow the manufacture’s directions!

Thanks Dave and Stan for all the work on the new duplexers; coupled with the new Ken-wood re-
peater Dave is working on, our back-up repeater should really play well.
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AARC Club Minutes

ADRIAN AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
Board/Meeting Minutes
October 26, 2015

Board Minutes

Ginny - W8TTX, Norm — W8TTH, Larry — W8LNR, Mark — NU8Z, Bill - KD8TTM,
Beth — KF7WDC, Bob — K2IBM

Absent: Bill - KASARK, Neil - KC8DAR, Art — KC8GTA

We discussed - The lack of progress on the repeater and repeater coordination. We also discussed that we need to focus on
being good tenants at the CAP and ensure that we keep it clean.

Meeting
Roll call: 26 members were in attendance.
50/50 Raffle was won by Ken F. — K8KIC
It was motioned by Ken — K8KIC and seconded by Rick — KESCHB to approve
the September 28, 2015 meeting minutes as written.
It was motioned by Bill - KD8TTM and seconded by Barb — KB90ZX to
approve the Treasurer’s Report as written.
The roster was updated with new addresses.
Chuck — N8BPL won a GPS during a previous event. Mark — NU8Z noted that he received a letter back
from Chuck with a sincere thank you and a $10.00 donation back to the club.

Several items were discussed including: There is a problem with the repeater controller. We do not have
password to access the repeater at this time. The CAT folks have been contacted and they may be able to recover our
password, however, we need to connect to a landline. It was suggested that a less expensive controller be put onto
the repeater and use other for a spare. Ted — KEAQM noted that he has a repeater and motioned to purchase a $40.00
controller, Denny — WE8Z seconded this motion.

It was motioned by Denny — WE8Z and approved by Ken — K8KIC to accept the board nominations. The
present board: Larry — WSLNR, Bill - KD8TTM, Norm — W8TTH, Stan — WSATE

It was noted that the Fort Wayne Hamfest will be on November 14™ and 15™.

It was discussed that we need to practice good housekeeping at the CAP building. Each person needs to
clean up after himself or herself. If you make coffee, you are responsible for cleaning it up. Additionally, push the
button to lock the door — DO NOT TURN.

Update on Bill Groover — KASAEK: Bill’s daughter is living with him. Bill is in good spirits and thanked
Beth — KF7WDC for taking over as Secretary. He is currently under hospice care and says hello to all.
Submitted by Beth — KF7WDC




CQ CQ CQ CALLING ALL MEMBERS

We need your help!

We want your input to help us produce the Tickler.

If you have submissions for the Tickler please contact
Jeremy KD8VSQ and it will be included in the next

The Tickler is in need of articles to put into publication.

Find us on:

facebook.

Join us on Facebook! Follow the URL below and click
the “Like” button and what ever we post will be shared

http://www.facebook.com/w8tge

months issue of the tickler.

President
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX

w8ttx@yahoo.com

Vice President
Bob Warwick, K2IBM

k2ibm@comcast.net

Secretary
Beth Cruz, KF7WDC
*needed*

Treasurer
Mark Hinkleman, NU8Z

nu8z@comcast.net

N

Adrian Amateur Radio Club

instantly with all club members.

Executive Board

Norman Schutte, W8TTH
norm@normsfab.com

Larry Lacy, W8SLNR
w8Inr@aol.com

Bill Van Houten, KD8TTM
z.billv@gmail.com

Tickler Editor

Jeremy Downard, KD8VSQ
jeremyad@gmail.com

/

Weekly AARC Nets

Sunday Night 2 Meter AARC ARES Net at
8 pm on the W8TQE Repeater 145.370 — pl 85.4
Net Control - Bill KD8TTM

Tuesday and Thursday CW / SSB 10 Meter Nets
10 Meter CW Chat starts at 8 pm on 28.050 +/- QRM
10 Meter SSB Char Starts at 9 pm on 28.328 +/- QRM

Local Area Repeaters

W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl Adrian, Michigan
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl Adrian, Michigan
K8ADM 443.375 + 107.2 pl Adrian, Michigan

K8ADM has access to Echo Link

Adrian ARC 38th Annual
Hamfest and Computer Show
September 13, 2015
Hamfest Chair
Mark nu8z@comcast.net

AARC Web Page and E-mail Reflector
Website: www.w8tge.com
Email: adrianarc@mailman.gth.net

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI. It is printed monthly and is distribut-
ed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters.
Articles about activities of members are solicited. Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print source. The club owns and oper-
ates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537 from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl.
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