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Hi everyone.  I hope your year is going well.  Our weather has been more like the 

temperatures in October this past week.  Maybe October will feel like August.  Who 

knows we live in Michigan and we should expect fluctuations in our weather. 

 

We had some bad news a few weeks ago.  Vince Ekman W8ZJE became a silent key 

on August 10th.  He was a longtime friend and hobbyist of the amateur radio com-

munity.  Vince was one of the founding fathers of our Adrian Amateur Radio Club.  

He was a good friend of many and will be missed by all of us. 

 

This month’s meeting will include our Annual Ice Cream Social meeting.  It will be 

held at the normal meeting site located in the Civil Air Patrol Bldg. at the Lenawee 

County Airport.  There will be a short meeting at 7:30 p.m. and the Ice Cream Social 

will immediately follow.  Please bring your favorite toppings, your own bowls, and 

silverware for the occasion. 

 

The Findlay Hamfest will be held on September 13th.  It is usually a good show and a 

lot of people attend.  Norm W8TTH and I will be attending this year.  Hope to see 

some of you there. 

 

Our Adrian Amateur Radio Club hamfest will held on Sunday, September 20th.  

Please get with Mark NU8Z at the meeting this month or shorty after to see where 

we still need help getting the show underway. 

 

Don’t forget to check out the website at www.w8tqe.com and give any information or 

pictures to Bob K2IBM that you would like to post on the site. He is a great web mas-

ter and we all should appreciate the way he keeps up the website. Also, this newslet-

ter would not be possible without our editor, Jeremy KD8VSQ. He also needs sup-

port from you by sending him articles and pictures. Without these two fellows, infor-

mation about our club and upcoming events would not be readily available for all of 

us. Thank them both the great job they do for the club. 

 

See you on August 31st, 

Ginny 

W8TTX 

Annual Ice Cream Social 
 

August 31st 2015 after short meeting at 7:30pm 

 

Bring your own eating paraphernalia  

 

and your favorite toppings! 

 

The Ice Cream will be provided! 
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The Tickler 

To: AARC Members: 

  

Subject: 

  

The 2015 AARC Hamfest will be held on Sunday September 20th .  That is a little less that 4 weeks away! 

  

  

Background:  As in years past, this year’s hamfest will again be held at the Lenawee County Fairgrounds. The date is Sunday 

September 20th , 2015. This year’s hamfest will again be held in the “merchants building” on the south end of the fair-

grounds.  This is our fifth year back in the “merchants  building”. 

  

Call to Action: Again we need volunteers to staff the different activities at the hamfest this year. It is you folks that make this 

work.  I have agreed to chair the hamfest based on the assumption that we will receive the same level of support from hopefully 

the same people (and more) as we have in the past.  Based on this I have listed the proposed activity team leaders below. I also 

have the list of all that assisted in past.  I have not posted those names but will be in contact with you if I do not hear from you.  I 

have posted the names of those that have stepped forward to date. 

  

Pass the word! Let’s all help get the word out about the Adrian Hamfest. If possible we would like to see everyone from the club 

attend and also be responsible for getting others to show up. Send an email to all the hams you know!!  Every little bit of PR 

helps!!  Remember ….Sunday, September 14th!!! 

See you all there! 

  

Please contact the below members (or myself) if you can help. Don’t make me call you!.... hi hi 

   

Parking:  (Leader - Bob K2IBM) K2IBM Bob (k2ibm@comcast.net)  (Tel 517-263-8082) ( Need a minimum of 4) 

   

Food: (Leader- W8TTX  Ginny) w8ttx@yahoo.com  (Tel 517-263-7363) (Need 3 minimum)  

   

Ticket Sales: (Leader- Larry W8LNR) w8lnr@aol.com  (Tel 517-263-5689) (PS… I’m still checking with Larry) 

 (Need 3 minimum)  

   

VE Testing:  (Leader Denny- WE8Z)  dbboy@frontier.com  (Tel 517-265-8054)(Need 3 minimum) 

   

Trunk Sales: (Mark NU8Z)  cqnu8z@comcast.net  (517-423-5906) (need one part time relief person) 

 Rich K8UV 

 

Talk IN: (Leader Ken K8KIC)  kenfilter@frontier.com 517-263-1504) (Also includes PA announcements, Prize drawings/

postings, and info desk) Jeremy KD8VSQ 

(Need 1 More) 

  

Hamfest Setup – NU8Z cqnu8z@comcast.net (517-423-5906) 

  

The more the merrier!! Need a minimum of 8 people. 

We will need to set up in the morning (or night before) . This has been a piece of cake the last few years! 

  

I’m working on getting into the hamfest the night before. They do not have anything scheduled, but they do charge $100 for early 

entry. I can’t see paying an extra $100. But I’m working on getting early entry for free. We have been renting for 30 or 40 years, 

you would think they would give us a deal. 

Just in case, plan on Sunday Morning at 6:00am. I will give at least a 2 week notice if we can get in the night before. 

  

Again, we need some help to pull this off. If we get the people we need there will be time to contribute to the effort and you will 

still have time to walk around and enjoy the Hamfest. 

  

Please contact me if you are able to help! 

cqnu8z@comcast.net  (517-423-5906) 

  

Mark NU8Z 

Hamfest Chairman                                                                            PS…. PASS THE WORD!!!!!!! 
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Instructions for WW I 1911 military 

Spark Gap transmitter. All designed to 

be carried on mules. 
 

Key: Should be worked with a play of 

not less than three thirty-second’s inch. 

There is a tendency for it to stick, and 

this should be met by grasping the knob 

and working with an upward as well as 

downward stroke. When the interrupter 

sticks or flames badly the key should 

not be touched until interrupter is adjust-

ed.   Via Rich K8UV 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 Notice anything on this old Re-Gen  
 receiver that has anything to do with the W8TQE 
 club?   via Rich K8UV 
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 Jeremy KD8VSQ #13072, found this “encrypted coded” message on the internet.  

Using the summer time campfire clues in the photograph, Jeremy was able to “decode” the 

“encrypted coded” message on the right! Good work Jeremy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camping, Wedding, DXing! 

 

Jeremy KD8VSQ took along his rig while camping at his brother’s wedding.  Although he 

didn’t get much time on the air using his 570 and a 20m Hamstick Dipole he was able to 

work WP4PJK Puerto Rico and 4X6TT Israel.  He also had a short ragchew with KB7ZGB 

Robert from the middle of nowhere Oklahoma on his way back to Indiana mobile with 5 

watts and a Hamstick magnet mount.   
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W8ATE and W8DIY  

Soon to be heating up the air waves! 

 

Stan and Donna had a tower and 

antennas and now they have it in 

the air! 

With the help of Ted Dave and 

many others the tower was raised 

into position with and M2 yagi, 

along with 2m, 220, and 440 yagis 

all pointed perfectly to the north. :P 

 

The tower and antennas went up 

smoothly and look 

really good at 50ft in 

the air.  

 

If you look really 

hard towards Britton 

and see a new star in 

the sky don’t worry 

its just Stan and 

Donna’s antenna.  

Just hope it don’t at-

tract some  

jumbos to land in      

   their back yard! 
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AARC Club Gossip! .................................... 

Did you know that… 

 
...Stan W8ATE and Donna W8DIY has their new tower with a full load of beams on top. 
 
...Bill KD8TTM has the dipole up temporarily at his new QTH. 
 
...Dave KB8MXX has a Rigol Spectrum analyzer. 
 
...Jeremy KD8VSQ has an Cushcraft ATB-34 that is being restored. 
 
...Ted VE3BBB…  Wait what? 
 
...Bill KD8TTMs new QTH is in the BIG town of Jasper? 
 
...Ken K8KIC wants to know when football starts 
 
...We hope Don KD8SKO and Stan W8ATE make a speedy recovery from their surgeries! 
 
...The Club 570 serial port works like a charm but now we just need to get the computers to work! 
 
...Jeremy KD8VSQ got 100 countries confirmed on LOTW now to save up the money for DXCC! 
 
...Ted K8AQM got a home made 20m yagi up on his tower with great swr! 
 
...Dave KB8MXX and Stan W8ATE likes to play with the megger meter and test their coaxes. 
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AARC  Club Minutes 

Board Meeting Minutes  July 27, 2015 
 The meeting came to order shortly after 7:00 P.M.  Members present were Ginny, Bob, Norm, and Art. 
  
We discussed old and new business to be on the agenda for the general club meeting.  The state of the coordination of the club repeaters was 
brought up, but we were unsure of where we are in this process.  Also, the D-Star repeater in the custody of the club for Homeland Security 
operations has not been coordinated.  Norm and Kevin are in the process of dealing with these matters. 
  
We talked about the Hamfest preparation, but Mark was not present at the board meeting, so we did not go into detail. 
  
We may have an issue with low power output on our two meter repeater.  We discussed the need to look into this problem.  The board recog-
nized that we have enough equipment issues that we should probably be looking at a committee of those members who are technically inclined 
to assist in maintenance of the club’s equipment. 
  
After some entertaining discourse, the board adjourned at about 7:30 PM to start the regular club meeting. 
  
Club Meeting Minutes  July 27, 2015 
 Prez. Ginny began the meeting with roll call.  We had 20 members present.  It was noted that the 50-50 drawing netted $8.00 for the club.  
  
Ginny asked for any corrections to last month’s minutes.  There were none offered so she asked for a vote to approve the minutes as they were 
presented in the July Tickler.  MD moved and Bill (NPI) seconded, the approval of the minutes.  Motion passed on a voice vote. 
  
Mark had indicated that he would be late for the meeting so the Treasurer’s Report was tabled until he arrived.  
  
Old Business: 
 Progress on getting the paperwork done to re-establish the coordination of the 440 and 2 Meter repeaters was discussed.  Kevin was not at the 
meeting so Ginny will contact him to see where we are on this task.  The membership was informed that the D-Star repeater also needed to be 
coordinated.  Ginny and Norm will look into this issue. 
  
Mix of Old and New Business: 
 We delayed some of the Old Business until Mark arrived, since there were items that required his attention. 
  
Ted reported that one of the club’s 570 HF Rigs has been repaired.  The problem of low output on CW was fixed by Ted by physically moving 
the CW filter around in the socket.  Apparently the issue was caused by some slight corrosion on the contacts on the filter pins.  Discussion 
followed on the repair of the club’s second 570 rig, which has an inoperative RS-232 port.  This port is needed to connect the rig to the comput-
er to assist in logging.  Before sending it out for repair, it was suggested that maybe we should get the schematic and take a look at how the RS
-232 function is implemented in the 570.  Don (SKO) was able to find a description of the problem on the internet, which was solved by replac-
ing a $3 chip on the rig’s mother board.  It was informally decided to try this option first, before going to the expense of sending the rig out for 
repair. 
  
The club was informed that we may have a low output power problem with the Club’s two meter repeater.  We need to take a look at it with a 
watt meter to see if we have an issue.  We also need to wire up some cables so that we can quickly switch our new 2 meter repeaters into ser-
vice.  Our present repeater is well beyond it’s expected life range. 
  
We presented to the club that we need to form a Technical Committee to deal with the maintenance of our equipment.  Norm has been handling 
this issue alone, but certainly could use some help with the amount of equipment that we have in service.  This issue will be talked about next 
Board meeting. 
  
Norm reported on somebody who was at the Henry Ford Museum demonstrating a ground searching radar, using a two meter rig.  While the 
person showing the equipment had a ham license, there were no provisions to identify the call letters of the user.  There was concern about this 
equipment being marketed on eBAY and becoming a major interference source. 
  
Mark arrived and gave the Treasurer’s report.  The report was accepted after a motion by Bob Fay and a second by Denny to accept the re-
port.  Mark also pointed out that the 2016 dues are due in June, since we run on a June to June fiscal year.  We are happy to report that there 
was not a stampede of people rushing to the table to pay their dues, thus preserving the life and limb of the Treasurer. 
  
Mark reviewed the preparation for the Hamfest, and feels that all is in order.  He reminded folks to let people know that the Adrian Hamfest is on 
September 20th. 
  
Ted reminded us of the fact that August is the meeting that we usually have the Ice Cream Social.  We decided to have it at the CAP building 
this year.  People we bring spoons, bowls, and some kind of topping would be nice.  Ginny will contact Neil to see about the ice cream—lest we 
have to sit around eating topping.  We have in the past started this meeting at 7:00 PM instead of 7:30, but it was not discussed. 
  
After some fun conversations about our favorite hobby, Ginny called for a motion to end the meeting.  A motion was made by Bill (TTM) and 
seconded by Bob Fay.  Everybody got up so I assume it passed. 
  
Reluctantly submitted, 
Bob (IBM) 
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President 
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX 

w8ttx@yahoo.com 
 

Vice President 
Bob Warwick, K2IBM 

k2ibm@comcast.net 
 

Secretary 
Bill Groover, KA8ARK 

billgro@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
Mark Hinkleman, NU8Z 

nu8z@comcast.net 
 
 

Executive Board 
 

Norman Schutte, W8TTH 
norm@normsfab.com 

 

Larry Lacy, W8LNR 
w8lnr@aol.com 

 

Bill Van Houten, KD8TTM 
z.billv@gmail.com 

 
 

Tickler Editor 
Jeremy Downard, KD8VSQ 

jeremyad@gmail.com 

 

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI.  It is printed monthly and is distribut-
ed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. 
Articles about activities of members are solicited.  Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items 
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print source.  The club owns and oper-
ates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537 from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl. 

Weekly AARC Nets 
 
Sunday Night 2 Meter AARC ARES Net at 
8 pm on the W8TQE Repeater 145.370 – pl 85.4 
Net Control - Bill KD8TTM 
 
Tuesday and Thursday CW / SSB 10 Meter Nets 
10 Meter CW Chat starts at 8 pm on 28.050 +/- QRM 
10 Meter SSB Char Starts at 9 pm on 28.328 +/- QRM 

  Local Area Repeaters 
 
  W8TQE 145.370 -    85.4 pl  Adrian, Michigan 
 
  W8TQE 444.675 + 123    pl  Adrian, Michigan 
 
  K8ADM 443.375 + 107.2 pl  Adrian, Michigan 
 
  K8ADM has access to Echo Link 

Adrian ARC 38th Annual  
Hamfest and Computer Show 

September 13, 2015 
Hamfest Chair   

Mark nu8z@comcast.net 

AARC Web Page and E-mail  Reflector 
 Website:  www.w8tqe.com 

Email:  adrianarc@mailman.qth.net 

Join us on Facebook!  Follow the URL below and click 

the “Like” button and what ever we post will be shared 

instantly with all club members.   

http://www.facebook.com/w8tqe 

We need your help!    
 

The Tickler is in need of articles to put into publication.   
We want your input to help us produce the Tickler. 

 
If you have submissions for the Tickler please contact 

Jeremy KD8VSQ and it will be included in the next 
months issue of the tickler. 

Adrian Amateur Radio Club 
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