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The President’s Propagation……. 

Volume 44, Issue    2                    February, 2015 

 
 
Hello everyone.    
Have you had enough of winter already?  I know I have.  I am 
ready from spring.   It has given us some rough drive’s to work 
and to play, but that is what we get for living in Michigan. 
 
Norm W8TTh and I did not visit any hamfests this month.  We 
have both been too busy and have had a lot of things going on 
this month.  Norm and I did manage to make it to the last day 
of his pig shoot and he won us a bag of pork already wrapped 
and ready to freeze.  That is the best kind. 
 
There are a couple of hamfests coming up in the next month.  
Marshall Hamfest will be held on March 14th and the TMRA 
Hamfest will take place the next day.  Norm W8TTH and I will 
be attending the TMRA Hamfest, but I am not sure if we will 
make it to Marshall or not.  It is too early to predict what we will 
have going on since we have been so busy.  They are usually 
both pretty good hamfests and are well attended hopefully you 
can make it to at least one of them.   
 
I don’t have a whole lot to say this month, but I do hope you 
can make it to the meeting on the 23rd.  You may as well 
spend the time with all your ham radio family.  It will probably 
be as cold as it has been the last few weeks and hopefully 
when I turn on the furnace it will come on this time.  Last 
month the switch on the furnace was off and when I turned up 
the temperature it didn’t do any good.  Now at least I know to 
check that, so hopefully we won’t be cold this month. 
 
Don’t forget to check out the website at www.w8tqe.com and 
get any your information and pictures to Bob K2IBM.  He is our 
web master and we need to support him.  Also, don’t forget to 
send Jeremy KD8VSQ articles for The Tickler.  He also needs 
our support.  Thanks to them both for the great job they are do-
ing for all of us. 
 
See you at the meeting.   73, 
 
Ginny W8TTX 
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The Tickler 

Bill KD8TTM OM4 Announcement!  
 

Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Gather 'round and pay heed to the news of this day ! 
Let there be celebration to recognize a fellow SKCC member who has 
worked hard and mastered the art and language of CW.  In honor of this 
achievement Bill KD8TTM, SKCC # 1614 has been duly selected to become 
known as "OM 4" when operating station WS8KCC, SKCC #12000T.  Let the 
celebration begin and the bells ring out!  Congratulations Bill! 
 
I sent forth my hand and approval of this coveted award. 
K8AQM OM2 

Playing with SSTV 
 
While still unsure about SSTV, Jeremy KD8VSQ, Decoded his first SSTV signal.  It wasn't any-
thing spectacular but for never having played in SSTV it was really fun to receive a few SSTV 
images.  Using his Kenwood TS570s and a sound interface called a Easy Digi Vox by KF5INZ 
borrowed from Ted K8AQM, Jeremy got his radio audio piped into his computer in his shack 
and started playing!   
 
Its not hard to decode images of SSTV signals fact it is quite easy.  There are many programs 
out there that will automatically decode signals then there are some that have way too many 
options to even understand where the make it go button is!  A good simple program is called 
RX-SSTV by ON6MU.  This program can be set up that when it detects a SSTV signal it will 
auto start and auto select the right mode to decode the signal.  It even saves and gives you a 
history of images you have decoded. 
 
Jeremy has this setup with his Baofeng 2m radio and will have his computer on over the week-
end of February 21, 2015 when the Russian segment of the International Space Station will be 
transmitting a series of images to celebrate Yuri Gagarin’s 80th Anniversary of his birth.  There 
is 12 images in the set and will be transmitted from Feb 21 about 10:00 UTC to February 23 at 
21:30 UTC with 3 minute gaps between transmissions.  The mode being used is called PD180 
and will be on the voice and sstv downlink frequency of 145.800 
 
Below is the first image Jeremy decode.  Its not too bad but could be improved with learning a 
few tricks of SSTV.  Also is 3 of the images decoded from the ISS from other HAMs around 
the world.   OK2UUJ        N4ZQ   EB1FVQ 
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The Tickler 

WWV Fort Collins Colorado  
or better soon to be know as "The Tick" 

 

Word on the street is that the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology is close to signing a Lease Management 
Agreement with Clear Channel Communications, Inc. for its 
flagship Time and Frequency station WWV, Fort Collins, Colo-
rado. 
 
Clear Channel Radio's consultants have demanded some 
changes to the sound of the station, which broadcasts time of 
day, standard frequency, and other information 24 hours per 
day, saying that the old format is "dull and predictable." 
 
Additionally, WWV's traditional modulation level of 50 percent 
for the steady tones, 50 percent for the BCD time code and 75 
percent for the voice announcements was deemed "not loud 
enough." The station will reformulate itself as "The Tick." 
 
WWV's program director Hickory Zeitgeist says that the station 
has already added some snappy new announcements to the 
rotation, which can be heard by clicking the clock on the web 
page. 
 
Can see it now: WWV will be chock full of commercials and 
musical jingles, to help pay for the freight, i.e. "WE'LL BE 
RIGHT BACK TO  THE PROPAGATION FORECAST, BUT 
FIRST, FRIENDS, DO YOU SUFFER FROM THE  HEART-
BREAK OF DULL, QRP OUTPUT...?" 
 

Via "CW Digest"  & Rich K8UV 
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The Tickler 

 
 
Michigan QSO Party 
 
With the Michigan QSO party only about 2 months 
away there will be many calls made.  I wonder if 
the reigning champion of Lenawee country will 
stand supreme? 
 
Don N8AMM made Top Single Operator for Le-
nawee County in the 2014 Michigan QSO party! 
 
Congrats Don!  Lets see if there is competition this 
year! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pre Snow Tower Work 
 

Here is a few pics of Ted K8AQM up the tower again!  What is he doing this time??? Well this 
time he is putting up a 15 meter 2 element yagi.  Least we can see these pictures and there is 
no snow anywhere in sight!  Ted still has 2 more antennas to get up on the towers.  Hurry up 

snow and melt away already!!!  There is tower work to be done!!! 
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The Tickler 

The Lil Squall ][ 

The Lil Squall ][ Transceiver kit is QRPme’s version of the venerable Pixie Transceiver.   

Like its really big brother, the SUPER Tuna ][, it is designed to be a tinkerers delight. 

 

Tinkerer Bill KD8TTM is!  Bill just got his Lil Squall in the mail the other day and is in the process of 

soldering it together.  This kit he says is about the size of a potted meat can not a tuna can!  The trans-

ceiver covers 40m from the start but what QRPme calls band modules can be purchased and built to 

bring the radio to the 10, 20, 30, and 80 meter bands.  Here are a few pics of the kit as Bill was opening 

the can for the first time and a pic of the finished product! 
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The Tickler 

 
 

160 Meters K3Y/8 
 

 

If you worked K3Y/8 on 160m then you 

most likely worked KD8SKO, 10953T. 

Don 

uses the 160m version of a G5RV and 

enjoys the less hectic pace of 160m. Be-

ing a ham for 

only two years, Don has developed a 

very good fist and is using both a straight 

key and a bug...rumor has it he occasion-

al” uses a paddle when not enjoying 

SKCC activity. 

 

Along with his FT-840, Don has recently purchased a Kenwood TS-520s and enjoys using that as his 

main SKCC activity rig. Don is a regular of the multi-operator, multi transmitter team operating at 

W8TQE 2944T.  Don is also working toward his Senator award. 

 

 

OF GENIES AND THINGS 
 

A ham operator is operating Field Day alone at a deserted beach. He is taking a little 

break from the action, walking around on the beach and notices an antique brass bottle 

mostly buried in the sand. He digs it out and discovers it's a genie bottle! He manages 

to get it open and a genie appears. "Thank you for freeing me, O Master!" said the 

grateful genie. "I will grant you any one wish you want." The ham thinks about it and 

says, "OK, I got it. I live right now in a restrictive neighborhood. I would like to have a 

500 foot tower with all sorts of antennas, despite the homeowners association."  

 

The genie looks worried. "O Master! That's a big order. The power of these HOAs and 

their CC&Rs is most powerful! In fact, they are more powerful than even I, O Master! 

I would beg you to please choose something else for your wish."  

 

The ham says, "OK, let's do this." He goes over to his ham station and pulls out his log 

books. "See this entry? This is a contact I once made with K8AQM. I would sure like 

to get his QSL card after all this time."  

 

The genie looks at the logbook. Then he says, "Now regarding that 500 foot antenna 

tower, do you want it galvanized or stainless steel?" 
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The Tickler 

2015 State QSO Party Calendar 

By Wes Plouff AC8JF 

 

One of the easiest ways to dip a toe into contesting is to participate in a State QSO Party. These are relaxed affairs lasting any-

where from 12 to 48 hours, where the object is to work amateurs in one state. In 2015, QSO Parties will be held in 48 states, per-

haps all 50, plus two Canadian provinces. 

 

Don’t worry even if you have no contest experience. Most participants will be happy to walk you through the on-air exchange. In 

a QSO Party, the die-hard contesters are few and far between. QSO parties offer opportunities to work rare states, and mobile 

stations often activate rare counties just for these contests. Every State QSO Party is a little different from the next, so it pays to 

read their rules.  

 

The following list includes all state contests in date order. In a listing, * = an estimated date.  

January 
(No contests) 

 

February 
7-8 – Minnesota, Vermont, British Columbia 

14-15 – New Hampshire 

 

March 
1 – North Carolina 

14-15 – Idaho, Louisiana, Wisconsin 

21-22 – Virginia 

28-29 – Oklahoma* 

 

April 
4-5 – Mississippi*, Missouri, Montana* 

11-12 – Georgia, New Mexico* 

18-19 – Michigan, Nebraska, North Dakota*, Ontar-

io 

25-26 – Florida 

 

May 
2-3 – New England (CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT) 

2-3 – 7th Call Area (AZ, ID, MT, NV, OR, UT, WA, 

WY) 

2-3 – Delaware, Indiana 

9-10 – Nevada*  

 

June 
6-7 – Alabama* 

20-21 – West Virginia  

 

July 
(No contests) 

August 
8-9 – Maryland-DC 

22-23 – Kansas, Ohio* 

22-24 – Hawaii 

 

September 
5-6 – Colorado, Tennessee* 

12-13 – Arkansas 

19-20 – South Carolina*, Washington* 

 

October 
3-4 – California*, New Jersey* 

10-11 – Arizona*, Pennsylvania 

17-18 – Iowa*, New York*, North Dakota* 

18-19 – Illinois 

 

November 
7-8 – Kentucky* 

 

December 
(No contests) 

 

Uncertain contests: 
Alabama, looking for new management 

Alaska, date not yet scheduled 

 

Inactive contests: 
Connecticut, last held 2010 

Maritimes (NB, NS, PEI), last held 2013 

 

Popular State QSO Parties to enter in the next few 

months are Virginia, Florida, Michigan and Georgia. 

Be sure to double-check dates on the WA7BNM 

Contest Calendar at http://www.hornucopia.com/

contestcal/, or on the N5NA QSO Party Calendar at 

http://qsoparty.eqth.net/.  

http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/
http://qsoparty.eqth.net/
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AARC Club Gossip! .................................... 

The Tickler 

AARC  Club Minutes 

 

 

Did you know that… 

 
….Ted K8AQM convinced K1N Navassa to send "you're in the log" several times -- in the middle of an epic 15 

meter SSB pileup? 

…..Bill made his first CW contact on 80 Meters? 

…..Ken K8KIC and Ruben KD8ZMS got together with their accordions?  When will there be a jam session at the 

club? 

…..January club meeting brought a few new faces to the club? Welcome  Barbara KB9OZX and M.D. Wilson-

KA9MFN, also KD8OSK Mike! 

…..K1N was worked by club members,  but Bob K2IBM really wants a pan-adapter so he can see the pileups! 

…..Ted K8AQM has 2 Sigma 5 antennas now? 

…..Is the 2015 ARRL Field Day in the works?  Bill KD8TTM got some great ideas ask him about it somtime! 

…..Jeremy KD8VSQ got an Army J-5-A Flameproof key but used the Speed-x key with his first CW qso during 

winter field day! 

 

Bob
Typewritten text
Computer problems!  Will be published next month.
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President 
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX 

w8ttx@yahoo.com 
 

Vice President 
Bob Warwick, K2IBM 

k2ibm@comcast.net 
 

Secretary 
Bill Groover, KA8ARK 

billgro@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
Mark Hinkleman, NU8Z 

nu8z@comcast.net 
 
 

Executive Board 
 

Norman Schutte, W8TTH 
norm@normsfab.com 

 

Larry Lacy, W8LNR 
w8lnr@aol.com 

 

Bill Van Houten, KD8TTM 
z.billv@gmail.com 

 
 

Tickler Editor 
Jeremy Downard, KD8VSQ 

jeremyad@gmail.com 

 

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI.  It is printed monthly and is distribut-
ed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. 
Articles about activities of members are solicited.  Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items 
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print source.  The club owns and oper-
ates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537 from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl. 

Weekly AARC Nets 
 
Sunday Night 2 Meter AARC ARES Net at 
8 pm on the W8TQE Repeater 145.370 – pl 85.4 
Net Control - Bill KD8TTM 
 
Tuesday and Thursday CW / SSB 10 Meter Nets 
10 Meter CW Chat starts at 8 pm on 28.050 +/- QRM 
10 Meter SSB Char Starts at 9 pm on 28.328 +/- QRM 

  Local Area Repeaters 
 
  W8TQE 145.370 -    85.4 pl  Adrian, Michigan 
 
  W8TQE 444.675 + 123    pl  Adrian, Michigan 
 
  K8ADM 443.375 + 107.2 pl  Adrian, Michigan 
 
  K8ADM has access to Echo Link 

Adrian ARC 38th Annual  
Hamfest and Computer Show 

September 13, 2015 
Hamfest Chair   

Mark nu8z@comcast.net 

AARC Web Page and E-mail  Reflector 
 Website:  www.w8tqe.com 

Email:  adrianarc@mailman.qth.net 

Join us on Facebook!  Follow the URL below and click 

the “Like” button and what ever we post will be shared 

instantly with all club members.   

http://www.facebook.com/w8tqe 

We need your help!    
 

The Tickler is in need of articles to put into publication.   
We want your input to help us produce the Tickler. 

 
If you have submissions for the Tickler please contact 

Jeremy KD8VSQ and it will be included in the next 
months issue of the tickler. 

Adrian Amateur Radio Club 
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