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Hi everyone.  I hope you are having a great summer.  I am enjoying myself this 

year without having to run to Toledo every night to do my price collection job.  I 

can actually have a life now, since I gave that up. 
 

I know there was a hamfest this month in Van Wert, Ohio.  I hope some of you 

were able to attend.  I was not however, because it always falls on my family re-

union day.  I was up in Hillsdale County at Lake Baw Bees at the Sandy Beach 

Park all day.  There aren’t very many of us that attend every year and it always 

nice to visit with the ones that do come for dinner and go swimming.  Reunions 

are becoming a thing of the past unfortunately.  I remember as a kid I always had 

a great time and always got sun burnt.  You didn’t know it was happening espe-

cially, if the sun wasn’t beating down on you and there was overcast.  Norm 

W8TTH was not able to attend this year either as he was up in Buckley, Michigan 

at The Buckley Old Engine Show Grounds preparing for the show that starts on 

August 13 and runs through August 16th.  I can’t wait.  It is a lot of fun during the 

show. 
 

I would also like to remind everyone that our Adrian Amateur Radio Club Ham-

fest will be on September 20th.  Please see Mark NU8Z, if you are willing to help 

with anything during the day of the hamfest.  I am sure we still need people to 

help setting up in the morning, help with parking, or help in the kitchen.  Any help 

is better than no help.  Come support our club. 
 

A big thanks goes out to Bill KD8TTM for operating the Sunday night net every 

week.  He is very organized and I am glad he has taken on the net.  I am always 

happy to hear you all check into the net.  Eight o’clock is not a good time for me 

as I am usually busy with my kids, grandkids, or doing something away from the 

radio.  If I am around a radio I at least like to give Bill a check in even when I am 

busy around the house. 
 

Don’t forget to check out the website at www.w8tqe.com and give any infor-

mation or pictures to Bob K2IBM that you would like to post on the site. He is a 

great web master and we all should appreciate the way he keeps up the website. 

Also, this newsletter would not be possible without our editor, Jeremy KD8VSQ. 

He also needs support from you by sending him articles and pictures. Without 

these two fellows, information about our club and upcoming events would not be 

readily available for all of us. Thank them both the great job they do for the club. 
 

See you on July 27th,  

Ginny 

W8TTX 
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2015 ARRL Field Day at the AARC 

 
It was wet!…. That is all that real-

ly needs to be said and the story 

would be understood by many!  24 

hours of rain! 

 

Donna W8DIY, Stan W8ATE, Ted 

K8AQM, Bill KD8TTM, Don 

KD8SKO braved the weather in 

order to get up 2 tower trailers 

with VHF, UHF, 6 Meters, 20 Me-

ters, and a military mast with 10 Meter yagis.  Even with the rain coats they look like 

they just got done swimming with their clothes on! 

 

There was a few contacts made for the weekend but the most fun was the food and the 

stories being told!  There was a good group that showed up for the potluck on Saturday 

despite the rain.  Bill 

KD8TTM did a great job 

cooking the brats, burg-

ers.  And thanks to eve-

ryone that brought food, 

everyone got their fill! 

 

Sunday the sky was blue!  As was the rest of the field day 

group because the rain-cano the day before!  Ken K8KIC ran 

some smoke that morning while Jeremy KD8VSQ logged on 

20m till there was no more signals being heard.  Don KD8S-

KO sat down and pulled out a few more QSO on CW to round 

out the day. 

 

Field day deconstruction was a 

bit faster then intended.  But in 

the end Stan W8ATE and Don-

na’s W8DIY tower survived and 

Ted’s K8AQM tower packed up 

nicely on the trailer.  It really is 

true it takes a while to put up 

antennas but seems to come 

down a lot faster! 
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Ships Amateur Radio Club  
6-7-15  

On Board the Clipper 

www.ships-wagl.com 
 

On Saturday 6/6/2015 and Sunday 6/7/2015, the Ships Amateur Radio Club was aboard 

the Clipper broadcasting around the world to other historic ships and memorials from 9 am 

to 5 pm both days. The four fellows on the Clipper, from the club, said that over the two 

days, they talked to over 1100 people from across the USA and else where around the 

world. With each contact they mentioned that they were speaking from the S.S. Milwaukee 

Clipper in Muskegon, MI and told a little bit about the Clipper. They were loaned a Clip-

per book to give them some background on the ship. What an incredible amount of publici-

ty for our Clipper restoration project! They have been invited back to the Clipper for next 

year. If they chose to come next year, hopefully we can get the same exposure in 2016.  

 

The ham radio club onboard the Battleship New Jersey started this first weekend in June 

event several years ago, that has blossomed into a worldwide event. It is a feather in the 

Clipper’s hat to be a part of such a big event.  

 

The Ships Amateur Radio Club was formed 10 years ago from a core group of people from 

the Adrian Amateur Radio Club. The club has operated from several maritime museum 

ships and memorials. Last year they were on the Valley Camp in Sault Ste. Marie, MI. 

Other ships and memorials they have been on, include the Edmund Fitzgerald, Willis B. 

Boyer, Carl D. Bradley and the Daniel J. Morrell. 

 

The first weekend of June every year they devote to broadcasting on all five of the Great 

Lakes. One group of four or five from this club of about 25 to 30 people are on the air on 

each lake at the same time. The Clipper was the only ship from Lake Michigan this year. 

The ham radio weekend was a very special event for the Clipper. Don Miles said at some 

of the ships they, have worked, have had local media at the weekend event to interview 

and photograph them at work. If the Clipper is chosen again next year perhaps MCPI could 

arrange for the media to report the event.  

 

Most of the members are from the Adrian, MI area. The club call is W8TQE, Website is 

W8TQE.com. The personal contacts for the fellows on the ship:  Don Miles - 

N8AMM@yahoo.com; Brian Sarkisin - CQKG8CO@yahoo.com; Mark Hinkleman - 

CQNV8Z@comcast.net; Norm Shutte – W8TTH@normsfab.com  

 

The men were interesting to talk to and fun to watch working their radios. AND they 

pooled their pocket money and donated $100.00 to the Clipper restoration fund.  Ray has 

emailed them a thank you. 

Reported by Jim Plant  
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Don’s On The Air 

 

 

Don KD8SKO recent 

got his yagi up and on 

the air.  Although it 

needs a bit of tuning 

still wonder if he has 

made any contacts 

with it? 

Ted’s New  

Super Computer! 

 

Ted K8AQM see here at 

his new super computer 

he recently purchased at 

Dayton just got deliv-

ered this past week.  He 

says that he only plans 

to use it to produce the 

SKCC news letter 

called the Ragchew but 

I think this will be the brains behind the Writelog internet log book.  

Hope we don’t run out of punch cards to store the log on! 

This shirt come to us from the internet.   

A great find by Rick K8UV. 

 

It says “ God Made Ham Radio 

Operators So CB Radio Operators 

can have Heroes Too” 
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Current Ham Radio Event and 4 Sale Section 
 

Looking to start a new page that can be updated monthly.  The page would list Ham Radio 

events provided by you the reader.  Also a 4 Sale section that would get your items in front 

of the club membership on a monthly basis. 

 

Events not need be radio related if its something you feel passionate about and you think 

the club membership would be interested then send me an email or let me know at the Mon-

day night meeting and I will can get it into the Tickler for the next month. 

 

The 4 Sale section will be for only radio related items.  Again email or let me know at the 

meetings what you have 4 sale.  You will need to provide your contact info so that an inter-

ested party may contact you directly to make a deal.  I will refresh the 4 Sale section 

monthly as to make room for others to add their items. 

 

If your interested in please email me at kd8vsq@gmail.com or see me at the club house! 

 

Thanks Jeremy KD8VSQ 

Ham Radio Events 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 Sale 
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AARC Club Gossip! .................................... 

Did you know that… 

 
...Don KD8SKO has installed an hf rig in his truck and is now KD8SKO/m? 
 
...Bill KD8TTM now has a Hygain TH-6 DXX?  Watchout KD8VSQ, I'm after you!! 
 
...Ted K8AQM has just built and mounted a home brew 2L 20m loaded yagi? 
 
…K8KIC Ken, got his house painted and new doors? 
 
…K8NP and WE8Z sold a “load” at the Monroe hamfest? 
 
…K8AQM has built “crappie yagis” for 20, 17 and 15m? 
 
…Nobody lowers towers quite like W8ATE? 
 
…KD8VSQ, Don has gone to the “dark side” joining KD8TTM making “paint drying” JT-65 QSOs? 
 
…It’s “official,” …QRP, making call; QRO, making contacts.  So says Stan, W8ATE. 
 
…KD8TTM Bill, is already thinking about next year’s Field Day?  What a plan! 
 
…KD8SKO Don, took down his 10 yagi and is going to replace it with a tribander? 
 
…K8AQM actually took down an antenna?  But will soon replace it! 
 
…WE8Z Denny, has his Alpha Delta in a new higher location? 
 
…KD8ZMS Ruben, has the highest Alpha Delta dipole in Lenawee County? 
 
…Both WE8Z and W8ATE (and W8DIY) have joined the Writelog users in the club? 
 
…Plans are in the making for another “certificate run” for next year’s Museum Ships? 
 
…One of the club’s TS570 rigs is fixed, one has a dead data port? 
 
…you “might” soon have a new editor of the Tickler and possible new web master?  Really? 
 
…Over 600 WAGL QSLs were mailed out so far? 
 
…KB8MMX Dave has installed a great dual band antenna (2m/440) in Tecumseh and sounds great? 
 
…W8ATE is now using EZNEC and designing new antennas for vhf/uhf? 
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AARC  Club Minutes 

 

AARC Minutes June 29, 2015 
  
Board Meeting Minutes 
 
Discussion about business items to bring up at the general membership meeting.  
 
Reimbursement by Treasurer for expenses surrounding Field Day and Club operation were made to members pre-
senting bills. 
  
Club Meeting Minutes 
 
President Ginny called the meeting to order shortly after 7:30 P.M. 
Last month’s minutes appeared in the Tickler.  Ginny asked for any changes or corrections.  Being none, she 
called for a motion to approve the Minutes as presented in the June Tickler.  Norm moved for approval of the 
Minutes, seconded by M.D..  The motion was approved by voice vote. 
 
The treasurer’s report was presented by Treasurer Mark.  He noted that we are just about where we were last year 
at this time.  He noted some of the expenditures and some of the sources of income.  Ginny called for a motion to 
accept the treasurer’s report.  A motion was made by M.D. and seconded by Bill V. to accept the treasurer’s report 
as presented. 
  
Old Business: 
A report on a very soggy field day was presented by Field Day Chairman, Bill V.  Several comments were made 
that it was enjoyable, especially the Potluck dinner!  There are a few problems with the club radios.  One has very 
low output on C.W. and the other has an RS-232 port that seems to be defective.  There was some discussion 
about how to remedy these problems.  There were also a few lessons learned about keeping antenna’s vertical, on 
a very windy Field day. 
 
Those operators who took part in the Museum Ship special event stations on all of the Great Lakes gave a report 
of their experiences.  There were more than a total of 8000 contacts made.  There was much enthusiasm ex-
pressed by hams all over the country about this operation.  All agreed that it was a very worthwhile project. 
Ginny gave a report on a few local hamfests that she and Norm were able to attend, specifically Monroe and Chel-
sea.  Mark followed up with comments about some thoughts on our Hamfest on September 20th.  Ginny men-
tioned getting the Flyers out.  Mark said that Brian will help with the P.R. 
 
The problem of the fact that neither our 440 nor our 2 M machine is coordinated, because paperwork wasn’t filed, 
was discussed.  Kevin will look into getting the machines coordinated before we lose our frequencies.  It was also 
brought up that W8TQE address should be listed as the club post office box. This will facilitate the handling of 
QSLs after various operating events involving the club station. 
 
Cletus reported on an exercise involving county Emergency Management coordinating communication with the 
National Guard.  State-wide the communications had many problems.  Lenawee County was one of the few coun-
ties that were able to carry out communications as planned.  Clearly there is more training needed for State-wide 
communications. 
  
New Business: 
  
There were no items of New Business discussed. 
  
Motion to Adjourn: 
  
Ginny called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Tend moved and M.D. seconded that the meeting be adjourned. 
  
Respectfully submitted,  V.P. Bob Warwick, substituting for Secretary Bill Groover 
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President 
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX 

w8ttx@yahoo.com 
 

Vice President 
Bob Warwick, K2IBM 

k2ibm@comcast.net 
 

Secretary 
Bill Groover, KA8ARK 

billgro@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
Mark Hinkleman, NU8Z 

nu8z@comcast.net 
 
 

Executive Board 
 

Norman Schutte, W8TTH 
norm@normsfab.com 

 

Larry Lacy, W8LNR 
w8lnr@aol.com 

 

Bill Van Houten, KD8TTM 
z.billv@gmail.com 

 
 

Tickler Editor 
Jeremy Downard, KD8VSQ 

jeremyad@gmail.com 

 

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI.  It is printed monthly and is distribut-
ed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. 
Articles about activities of members are solicited.  Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items 
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print source.  The club owns and oper-
ates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537 from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl. 

Weekly AARC Nets 
 
Sunday Night 2 Meter AARC ARES Net at 
8 pm on the W8TQE Repeater 145.370 – pl 85.4 
Net Control - Bill KD8TTM 
 
Tuesday and Thursday CW / SSB 10 Meter Nets 
10 Meter CW Chat starts at 8 pm on 28.050 +/- QRM 
10 Meter SSB Char Starts at 9 pm on 28.328 +/- QRM 

  Local Area Repeaters 
 
  W8TQE 145.370 -    85.4 pl  Adrian, Michigan 
 
  W8TQE 444.675 + 123    pl  Adrian, Michigan 
 
  K8ADM 443.375 + 107.2 pl  Adrian, Michigan 
 
  K8ADM has access to Echo Link 

Adrian ARC 38th Annual  
Hamfest and Computer Show 

September 13, 2015 
Hamfest Chair   

Mark nu8z@comcast.net 

AARC Web Page and E-mail  Reflector 
 Website:  www.w8tqe.com 

Email:  adrianarc@mailman.qth.net 

Join us on Facebook!  Follow the URL below and click 

the “Like” button and what ever we post will be shared 

instantly with all club members.   

http://www.facebook.com/w8tqe 

We need your help!    
 

The Tickler is in need of articles to put into publication.   
We want your input to help us produce the Tickler. 

 
If you have submissions for the Tickler please contact 

Jeremy KD8VSQ and it will be included in the next 
months issue of the tickler. 

Adrian Amateur Radio Club 
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