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The Tickler

The President’s Propagation.......

Hi everyone. It appears that spring has sprung or at least I hope so. Most
of the snow has melted, but now we have lots of mud. On the way back
from the TMRA Hamfest the banks and ground near the Maumee River
were littered with big chunks of ice where it had broken off the river and
went ashore.

The Crossroads Hamfest was held on March 14th and the TMRA Hamfest
was held on the 15™. Hope you got a chance to attend one or both of these
shows. The Crossroads Hamfest was held in a different location this year.
Instead of Marshall, MI it was at the Wings Stadium in Kalamazoo, MI. It
was not as crowded this year as the facility was bigger. I think it was a
good move. Norm W8TTH and I didn’t set up our tower hardware at the
Crossroads Hamfest, but we did take in a couple of items to the TMRA
Hamfest. As always we had a lot of fun talking with all of our friends at
the shows. We did have a club table at Toledo and it was good to have
somewhere to rest your feet when you weren’t out admiring everything.
There were plenty of seats available in the cafeteria area, if you didn’t have
a table and that was nice as well.

After the Crossroads Hamfest, Norm and I drove to Auburn, IN and attend-
ed a Tractor Show there. It was all indoors and there were a lot of items
for sale. There were a lot of people at that event as well. We then stopped
at a restaurant which had some great Sushi Rolls on the buffet.

I don’t think there are any close hamfests in April, but the Michigan QSO
party is in April. I do not have any details on that. Maybe there will be
some available at our meeting. Norm will be taking his annual trip to Pi-
geon Forge with the Maple City Wing group toward the end of the month
and I am sure they will have a great time. Hopefully the weather will be
great for them so they have a great trip on their bikes.

check out the website at www.w8tge.com and get any your information
and pictures to Bob K2IBM. He is our web master and we need to support
him. Also, don’t forget to send Jeremy KD8VSQ articles for The Tickler.
He also needs our support. Thanks to them both for the great job they are
doing for all of us.

Don’t forget the meeting on Monday, March 30th. See you there.

73,
Ginny W8TTX



http://www.w8tqe.com/
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Battleship lowa Transmitter Reactivated
After Almost 25 Years from KQ6EA

http://every-blade-of-grass.blogspot.com/

Well, we finally got one of the transmitters fired up today
after last being powered on in 1990.

Here's a view looking into the Transmitter Room, located
"On Broadway", directly across from Engine Room #2.
The exciter/power amplifier units are to your right, while
the Antenna Couplers are all in the racks to your left:

And this is one of the Exciter/Power Amplifier sets:

The exciter is at the top, the Power Amplifier is in the
middle, and the bottom unit is the high voltage power sup-
ply for the amp.

One of the "Grey Radio Gang" team members had installed
new drive chains in the exciter a couple of weeks ago, and
after verifying that the RF output cables did indeed go to e
where we thought they did, and verifying that when patched | e
to the dummy load it was indeed connected to the load, we
had the ships Electrician check the power wiring (440V, 3
phase) for shorts and grounds, made sure all the switches and
knobs were set per the start-up guide, and proceeded to pow-
er it up.

Nothing.......dead as door nail.

Some checking revealed that one of the interlocks where the
exciter slides in to the rack was stuck, and freeing it up, we
were able to power up the exciter and power amplifier.
Power amplifier voltages and currents checked as normal, but keying up the unit and speaking in the handset revealed NO RF
power output, and NO drive from the exciter. We then inserted a power meter between the exciter and power amp and con-

firmed we had no RF drive to the amp.

The first thing I checked was the 5 MHz reference oscillator source, which was switched to "External", and since the 5 MHz
Reference Oscillators were removed from the ship when she was in mothballs, I switched it to "Internal", and we tried again.

Still no RF drive to the amp.

Since this exciter/amplifier pair had been more or less picked at random to be the first to be powered up, and had the drive
chains replaced so that all the frequency set knobs worked, we then looked for an exciter that had at least the tens, ones, and
hundreds knobs in working condition so we'd pretty much know what frequency we were tuned to.

We found an exciter that had those digits working, and proceeded to swap the two exciters.

Powering up the set after swapping exciters revealed a missing fuse, and after we replaced that, everything powered up as ex-
pected.

And this time we had RF drive to the final power amplifier.



http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-y5Au6QYjCFU/VNLav0LIdnI/AAAAAAAACDY/E2rESsSG_5E/s1600/DSC_9016.JPG
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Results?

How's about 950 Watts output @ 14.250 MHz into the dummy load,
as measured by the built-in metering!

We still have quite a ways to go before we attempt to put one On-
The-Air, but the results were quite encouraging for a transmitter that
was last powered up sometime in 1990.

I'll be bringing in my power meter and spectrum analyzer so we can
get a calibrated power measurement, and check the signal for spurs
and modulation level, but BB-61 should be On-The-Air later this
year with a BIG voice!

K8AQM and VE3AAQ during SKS as W8SR/4

During the Tuesday night SKS Ted KEAQM and Dave VE3AAQ operated as W8SR/4
from Naples Florida. Brian KG8CO took a great video of their signal. They were operat-
ing with 100 watts from a 20m Ham Stick Dipole. Great signal! The video can be seen on
the W8TQE Facebook page. Here are a few pics of the op during the SKS.



http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-Ku_YCt1Hzhw/VOkcyHNcURI/AAAAAAAACHQ/osyidSQWdcw/s1600/NI6BB_souvenir2.jpg
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KC8A DX Contester?

During the ARRL SSB DX Contest March 7th and 8th Jack KC8A spent 3 hours working the
phone and had gso with 44 countries. When asking Jack what equipment he was operating he said, “All
of my radio equipment is antique. Antenna is a TH6DXX - 6 element yagi at 40 feet. Inside is a Ken-
wood TS 180 with an Alpha 76 A. The pictures will give you an idea of what it looked like in my hay
day and what it looks like today.”

Jack also said, “When I last updated my ARRL DXCC it was 2800 confirmed. They were all con-
firmed before the days of electronic internet confirmations. The cards all hung on the wall as you can see
in the old picture.”

Ken K8KIC and the General Accordion

The Monday night eyeball ses-
sion isn't always just about ra-
dio related stuff. Last Monday
" |night the 23rd of March we

' |was treated to some great mu-
sic courtesy of Ken K8KIC and
his new to him and now fixed
9 thanks to help of Don KD8S-
KO. Thanks Ken for sharing
it was really neat to hear and

gl see you play! Hopefully you

daughter’s birthday party!!!
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WSEKCC

February 24th the
OM’s decided to take
part in some CW!
OM2 OM3 OM4 and
OM6 were on hand
to really confuse the
heck out of everyone
with their name being
OM during the
SKCC Tuesday two
hour sprint!

Don KD8SKO being the newest
OM was on 20m Ken K8KIC and
Bill KD8TTM took over 40m and
Ted K8EAQM operated the 80m sta-
tion. As the night progressed on it
was fun to hear the other stations
working calls back and forth.
There was good activity on the
bands which helped out to make
106 gso.

The night of the sprint Noz
AD7TN posted to the club’s Face-
book page: “So glad to work with
WSSKCC tonight. Was Ted haunt-
ed by my weak sigs? Lol” Noz in-
cluded a great picture of his shack!
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The wife and I returned from Florida after a
month’s stay. Judging by the state of the WX
here, we should have stayed longer! The
weather was a little cooler this year in FL, but
we had a great time. Did lots of walking on
the beach, bike riding, and played a lot of golf.
My new knees worked pretty well !. No prob-
lems!.

[ took my KX3 again this year. As far as op-
erating the KX3 goes, it worked out much bet-
ter this year. For the last five years we had
rented a condo that was right on the Gulf. The
view of the Gulf and the fact that we were
right on the beach was great! But that being
said, it was not much good for operating the KX3. Last year I only made about 20 qso’s using the internal batteries
and 4 watts with a wire tossed over a small tree (or big bush?)

This year we decided to rent a house. It was still on the gulf, but on the other side of the street. I had more real es-
tate inside and outside and was able to put up a better antenna. Before I went to Florida, I bought a 32 ft collapsible
fiberglass pole. You can see from the picture that I mounted the pole on the corner railing of an elevated deck. I fed
a 27 ft wire that ran up the pole with a 4:1 balun and fed it against two elevated 17 ft long radials. I did not operate
all that much total time, but managed to get on the air a little bit on the majority of the days that we were there.
Some days I operated from the deck with a cold beer in my hand, other times I operated from the enclosed front
porch. (also many times with a beer in hand!) I also stepped up the power a little bit this time. Instead of using the
internal batteries in the KX3, [ used a 12 volt external 9 Ah battery. I was able to get 10 watts out.

The 10 watts into a 27ft wire did pretty good. I made about 150 QSO’s and worked a lot of DX. I worked mostly
CW. But did make few SSB contacts and about 20 RTTY QSO’s during the CQ WPX RTTY Contest. I managed to
talk with Brian (KG8CO) and Ted (KS8AQM) on SSB. We had company on the weekend of the ARRL CW DX con-
test and I was only able to make a few QSO’s as a demo for our guests.

I was pleased with the performance of the station, but running 10 watts into a wire antenna can be a humbling expe-
rience at times. But that being said there were times that I was able to get right through, no problem! Like any QRP
operation, If the bands were open, I did well, but if conditions were just fair to poor, it was time to take a bike ride
or walk on the beach.

I worked 54 countries total. Some of the more notable QSO’s were VK, ZL, KHS, 9J, TK, SV9, and many Caribbe-
an, S. American, and European stations. I often heard JA’s in the pileups, but did not work any. I did manage to
work a number of the DXpeditions that were on at the time. I got the KIN (Navassa Is.) station on 17, 20 and 40
meters. I also got the 3GOZC operation from Juan

Fernandez Is. and the KG4HF operation that was on Z/;///
from Guantanamo Bay. I found that I was too close ,/‘ )

NU8Z/4 QRV from FMB Florida

o'\
to many of the Caribbean stations to work them on
10, 12 or 15 meters. These bands did work well into 3
other parts of the world. 15 el
I rented the same house for next year. [ will likely 1~
improve the antenna situation even more. Also, I
bought a Hardrock 50 amplifier kit that I'm assem-
bling right now. A little added power (50W) will
make a difference. It was good to be able to spend a
little time on the radio without going through the
hassle of carrying the rig outside and throwing a
wire over a bush. It was also more far more produc-
tive. I’m already looking forward to next year.
Mark NU8Z
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More CW Keys!

Here is a couple new keys the CW class guys KD8TTM and KD8VSQ found for a
steal on Ebay.

Bill KDSTTM picked up a TKF Soviet Hand Key which is said to be RF Proof and
Dust Proof and a Mini Soviet Hand Key used for backpack operations or spies! Hope the
KGB don’t find you Bill! Below left you can see the packagmg where Bill got the keys
from they came quite a distance !

Jeremy KD8VSQ found a L.S. Branch j-
5-a flameproof key used by the U.S. Army Sig-
nal Corps. Nothing special about this one a far
as the serial number goes its one of the com-
mon production ones. There are more rare
numbered ones if your into collecting.

Now that they can send CW practice
practice practice and get on the air and make
some contacts!
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Current Ham Radio Event and 4 Sale Section

Looking to start a new page that can be updated monthly. The page would list Ham Radio
events provided by you the reader. Also a 4 Sale section that would get your items in front
of the club membership on a monthly basis.

Events not need be radio related if its something you feel passionate about and you think
the club membership would be interested then send me an email or let me know at the Mon-
day night meeting and I will can get it into the Tickler for the next month.

The 4 Sale section will be for only radio related items. Again email or let me know at the
meetings what you have 4 sale. You will need to provide your contact info so that an inter-
ested party may contact you directly to make a deal. I will refresh the 4 Sale section
monthly as to make room for others to add their items.

If your interested in please email me at kd8vsq@gmail.com or see me at the club house!

Thanks Jeremy KD8VSQ
Ham Radio Events 4 Sale

ARRL Field Day from the AARC Club House Gmndlg World Radlo YD5 QO $50 .

Everyone is invited to come out and operate at Field Grundig 650 International Satellite Receiver
Day. $300
We will be at the CAP all day on Saturday June 27th Both look and work great and come with
and good part of the day on June 28th. original boxes and manuals.
For more information contact Bill KDSTTM. Call Dan Kuszynski at 517-745-6967
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Dayton Hamfest Tickets
If your in need of tickets for Dayton, contact Mark
NUSZ to preorder tickets!
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Museum Ship Weekend
June 6th and 7th 2015
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2015 State QSO Party Calendar

By Wes Plouff AC8JF

One of the easiest ways to dip a toe into contesting is to participate in a State QSO Party. These are relaxed affairs lasting any-
where from 12 to 48 hours, where the object is to work amateurs in one state. In 2015, QSO Parties will be held in 48 states, per-

haps all 50, plus two Canadian provinces.

Don’t worry even if you have no contest experience. Most participants will be happy to walk you through the on-air exchange. In
a QSO Party, the die-hard contesters are few and far between. QSO parties offer opportunities to work rare states, and mobile
stations often activate rare counties just for these contests. Every State QSO Party is a little different from the next, so it pays to

read their rules.

The following list includes all state contests in date order. In a listing, * = an estimated date.

January
(No contests)

February
7-8 — Minnesota, Vermont, British Columbia
14-15 — New Hampshire

March

1 — North Carolina

14-15 — Idaho, Louisiana, Wisconsin
21-22 — Virginia

28-29 — Oklahoma*

April

4-5 — Mississippi*, Missouri, Montana*

11-12 — Georgia, New Mexico*

18-19 — Michigan, Nebraska, North Dakota*, Ontar-
10

25-26 — Florida

May

2-3 —New England (CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT)

2-3 —7th Call Area (AZ, ID, MT, NV, OR, UT, WA,
WY)

2-3 — Delaware, Indiana

9-10 — Nevada*

June
6-7 — Alabama*
20-21 — West Virginia

July

(No contests)
August

8-9 — Maryland-DC

22-23 — Kansas, Ohio*
22-24 — Hawaii

September

5-6 — Colorado, Tennessee*

12-13 — Arkansas

19-20 — South Carolina*, Washington*

October

3-4 — California*, New Jersey*

10-11 — Arizona*, Pennsylvania

17-18 — Iowa*, New York*, North Dakota*
18-19 — Illinois

November
7-8 — Kentucky*

December
(No contests)

Uncertain contests:
Alabama, looking for new management
Alaska, date not yet scheduled

Inactive contests:
Connecticut, last held 2010
Maritimes (NB, NS, PEI), last held 2013

Popular State QSO Parties to enter in the next few
months are Virginia, Florida, Michigan and Georgia.
Be sure to double-check dates on the WA7BNM
Contest Calendar at http://www.hornucopia.com/
contestcal/, or on the NSNA QSO Party Calendar at
http://gsoparty.eqth.net/.



http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/
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http://qsoparty.eqth.net/
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AARC Club GOSSIP! ...uueeeeeeenneeneeenneenvenennnnns

Did you know that...

...Every time K8KIC has the "left," KD8SKO has the "right?"
....K8AQM and K8KIC won four games of euchre and lost fifty cents?
..KD8VSQ and KS8AQM did some multi op for the ARRL DX SSB CONTEST?
....K8AQM is taking down three antennas and putting up five new ones?
...."Cabela’s" cashews are pretty good, ask K8KIC and KEAQM?
....Ham Stick "dipoles" do actually work..."sorta?"
...WBS8GWK Dalbert checked into the net Sunday night!
....KD8SKO found a new antenna position for his 2m HT onto his roof?
....KD8SKO did some work on his 10m yagi and still having swr issues.
....KD8SKO daughter made jv team for softball this spring.
...K8KIC made it to the tmra ham show.
....K8KIC stayed way under the speed limit on his way to the tmra this year.
..K8AQM got some great pics of the skcc group at tmra show.

..WB8GWHK invited people to come to the campground and sacrifice some hotdogs!
...KD8SKO arrl cw contest don made 57 contacts and 12 new countries
....K8KIC watching msu basketball game while checking into the net
...KD8WCX checked into the Sunday net from Bellville.
..W8DIY checked in mobile while playing in the snow on her way home.

AARC Club Minutes

January 2015

The Adrian Amateur Radio Club Board met at the Civil Air Patrol building at the Lenawee County Airport on January 26, 2015. President Ginny
WS8TTX called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. with the following persons present. President Ginny W8TTX, Bill KD8TTM,

Larry WBLNR, Neil KC8DAR, Norm W8TTH, Mark NU8Z, Bill KABARK, Jeremy KD8VSQ, and BobK2IBM. Items discussed were The club's HF
antenna is inoperative, Field day, Sunday Net, Recruitment of new members, The code class, The 440 repeater, and FEMA Testing. The Board
adjourned at 7:30 PM.

The Adrian Amateur Radio Club met following the board meeting at approximately 7:35 PM with 23 persons present. The members introduced
themselves by their callsign. The minutes of last months meeting were accepted upon a motion by Ted KBAQM second by NormW8TTH and
voice vote. The treasurer's report presented by Mark NU8Z was accepted upon a motion by Don KD8SKO second by Bruce KB8DIL and a
voice vote. Cletus K8TLT discussed the FEMA requirements for ICS 751 and noted that the 440 machine is up and working. Mark NU8Z and
Ted KBAQM described Brian KG8CO's new antenna and a situation with their neighbors about noise from

their alarm system coming in on the Ham band. The meetings were handled with a great deal of tact and were very successful. The meeting
was adjourned at 8:45 PM. Secretary Bill KASARK.

February 2015

The Adrian Amateur Radio Board met at the Civil Air Patrol building at the Lenawee County Airport on February 23, 2015. The meeting was
called to order at 7:00 PM by President Ginny W8TTX, with the following persons present: Ginny W8TTX, Norm W8TTH, Bill KD8TTM, Bob
K2IBM, and Bill KABARK. Items discussed were: Field day, Code class, Sunday Net, Marshall Hamfest, Toledo Hamfest. The meeting was
adjourned at 7:30 PM.

The Adrian Amateur Radio Club met following the Board meeting. President Ginny W8TTX called the meeting to order at approximately 7:47
PM with 15 persons present. Roll call was by callsign. Bill KD8TTM report on the upcoming Field day which will be held at the Civil Air Patrol
building on June 27 and 28. Ted KBAQM reported on the code classes being held Monday nights at the Civil Air Patrol building. Tests were
given tonight, the results of which will be reported at the next meeting. The Membership was reminded of the Sunday Night net held ever Sun-
day at 8:00 PM. The membership was also reminded of the Marshall Hamfest to be held March 14 and the Toledo Hamfest to be held on
March 15. Ginny W8TTX read us some correspondence on her phone between Collin Muir, a visitor, from Scotland some time ago, and Mark
NUS8Z. It was clarified that tests for ICS course or 701 or 775 would qualify us by the emergency services Coordinator. It was noted that volun-
teer ham operators will be needed for the Cystic Fibrous bicycle run on October 3, beginning at 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM at the Washtenaw County
Farm Counsel in Ann Arbor. There was a motion by Bill KD8TTM second by Jim W1SJC to accept a canopy donated by Jim W1SIC. Motion
passed by voice vote. The meeting was adjourned by a motion from Jim W1SIC second by Don KD8SKO. Secretary Bill KASBARK.
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CQ CQ CQ CALLING ALL MEMBERS

We need your help!

We want your input to help us produce the Tickler.

If you have submissions for the Tickler please contact
Jeremy KD8VSQ and it will be included in the next

The Tickler is in need of articles to put into publication.

Find us on:
facebook.

Join us on Facebook! Follow the URL below and click
the “Like” button and what ever we post will be shared

http://www.facebook.com/w8tge

months issue of the tickler.

President
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX

w8ttx@yahoo.com

Vice President
Bob Warwick, K2IBM

k2ibm@comcast.net

Secretary

Bill Groover, KASARK
billgro@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Mark Hinkleman, NU8Z

nu8z@comcast.net

N

Adrian Amateur Radio Club

instantly with all club members.

Executive Board

Norman Schutte, W8TTH
norm@normsfab.com

Larry Lacy, WSLNR
w8Inr@aol.com

Bill Van Houten, KD8TTM
z.billv@gmail.com

Tickler Editor

Jeremy Downard, KD8VSQ
jeremyad@gmail.com

/

Weekly AARC Nets

Sunday Night 2 Meter AARC ARES Net at
8 pm on the W8TQE Repeater 145.370 — pl 85.4
Net Control - Bill KD8TTM

Tuesday and Thursday CW / SSB 10 Meter Nets
10 Meter CW Chat starts at 8 pm on 28.050 +/- QRM
10 Meter SSB Char Starts at 9 pm on 28.328 +/- QRM

Local Area Repeaters

W8TQE 145.370 - 85.4 pl Adrian, Michigan
W8TQE 444.675 + 123 pl Adrian, Michigan
K8ADM 443.375 + 107.2 pl Adrian, Michigan

K8ADM has access to Echo Link

Adrian ARC 38th Annual
Hamfest and Computer Show
September 13, 2015
Hamfest Chair
Mark nu8z@comcast.net

AARC Web Page and E-mail Reflector
Website: www.w8tge.com
Email: adrianarc@mailman.gth.net

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI. It is printed monthly and is distribut-
ed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters.
Articles about activities of members are solicited. Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print source. The club owns and oper-
ates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537 from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl.
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