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The winter hasn’t been too hard on us and I hope it stays that 
way.  Hope you are all doing well this season. 
 
I hope you all had a Happy New Year’s Day and I hope this 
year is starting out good for all of you. 
 
I don’t have a lot to say this month, but I hope we will have a 
great year ahead of us as a club.  I think we are going to have 
a Field Day Event this year as we have some new blood into 
the club with Bill KD8TTM helping with the planning this year. 
 
There is a hamfest in Mansfield, Ohio on February 15th.   
Norm and I won’t be attending this year.  Once again there is 
something else that Norm will be attending on that weekend.  
He is attending his yearly pig shoot near Tecumseh.  However, 
if you have never been to that hamfest you may think about 
going.  It is a little far away, but it is a good sized show usually 
with a lot of vendors.  Coming up soon, in March there will be 
the Marshall Hamfest and the TMRA Hamfest.  These are both 
usually well attended shows. 
 
Norm W8TTH and I were not able to attend the Hazel Park 
Hamfest which was held on January 11th.  I hope some of you 
had a chance to go as it is usually a good show. 
 
Don’t forget to check out the website at www.w8tqe.com and 
get any your information and pictures to Bob K2IBM.  He is our 
web master and we need to support him.  Also, don’t forget to 
send Jeremy KD8VSQ articles for The Tickler.  He also needs 
our support.  Thanks to them both for the great job they are do-
ing for all of us. 
 
I almost missed the paper, but thanks to Jeremy and Dr. Bob I 
still got in the paper even though I was late. 
 
The meeting will be on January 26th.  Hope to see you all 
there. 
 
73s, Ginny W8TTX  
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The Tickler 

 

January K3Y/8 event from Ted’s K8AQM has come and gone! There were lots of contacts being made and lots of story telling. 

There was even a bit of mischief going on with some of the fellow hams! 

 

K3Y/8 operation was held both Saturday the 10th and Sunday the 11th of January. There were 5 stations going; 15m, 17m, 20m, 

30m and 40m all with no intermod from the use of filters and the new stubs that K8AQM and KG8CO had built to go inline with 

the amplifier outputs of each station. Who knew you could introduce a dead short on the output of an amplifier and get rid of in-

termod! The combo of filters and stubs worked quite well and there was only one case of intermod, till we found out it was the 

direction in which the 20m station had pointed the beam! 

 

here was plenty of good food and drinks on hand to keep this group going for the day and night of operating.Ted made two big 

pots of his famous chili (not so hot this time) and we turkey wraps and chicken pot pie for dinner later in the day.There were 

plenty of other snacks, salsa, cheese dip, crackers, cashews, coffee, pop and beer. 

 

There was quite a crew of operators that showed up to make come QSOs for the SKCC birthday anniversary celebration. Here is 

a list of calls and operators: 

 

N3JJT, Scott        KD8BBK, Tony        W8IQ, Kurt        K8TEZ, Larry 

W8CQU, Paul    KD8TTM, Bill           KU8L, Curt        K8KIC, Ken 

N8AMM, Don    KD8VSQ, Jeremy   N8KR, Ken        K8AQM, Ted 

W8TTH, Norm   AD7TN, Noz           AC8W, Stan      K8KS, Kaz 

AD8JF, Wes        K8MU, Larry          KG8CO, Brian    NU8Z, Mark 

N8LJ, Lee 

 

Here is a break down of the 656 contacts that was made during the course of the weekend as far as DX goes: 

 

80m  Canada x2 

40m Canada x8, Italy, Puerto Rico 

30m Canada x5, Hawaii, France 

20m Canada x8, Mexico, France, Hawaii 

17m Canada, Puerto Rico x2 

15m Canada x5, France Puerto Rico, Poland, Slovenia, Portugal, Fed. Rep. of Germany,  South Africa, Netherlands, 

 Czech Republic, Panama 

12m No DX only one contact to the USA 

10m Canada, Panama 
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There was lots of great stories and 

lots of great jokes on hand to go 

around. Nothing beats the hijinks 

that happened on Sunday! Mark 

NU8Z, was making some 40m 

QSOs with Jeremy KD8VSQ log-

ging. Things were going pretty 

good and 40m was decent. Noz 

AD7TN, had been operating most 

the day on 20m and 30m and decid-

ed it was break time. Mark was 

calling CQ and heard a call sign 

way down in the mud. It was a rough copy but he got the A, then he got the D and 

7.Finally he got the TN, and says, "AD7TN!"Jeremy put it in the SKCC logger and Noz’s info showed up. It took a few seconds 

and Mark turned around and starts looking and sees everyone with smiles on their faces and pointing at Noz Mark says, in a loud 

booming voice, "THAT’S YOU!" Noz had brought along his Elecraft KX1 and with a 50 ohm resistor as the antenna he was op-

erating at about four feet from behind Mark. Ted even offered Noz to use his 50 ohm dummy load as yagi and a light bulb used as 

a dummy load to give Noz more gain! 

 

Note from Ted on the K3Y/8 Celebration: 

 

Hi Guys, 
    Just a quick note to say the logs from the K3Y/8 event here 
have been uploaded; 656 Qs!  What a great job everyone did 
and what a great time!  I thank you all for coming and hope we 
can do it again next year, what a great bunch of guys and oper-
ators!  Of course it'll take me a couple of days to put the shack 
back in order and find where I stashed odds and ends for the 
weekend! 
    Thanks to everyone who helped put the station together with-
out much station-to-station interference, the ops who drove 2-3 
hours to get here and those who stopped by for support.  The 

Qs are great but 
the friendships 
and laughs are 
even greater! 
 
73 to all, 
Ted K8AQM 
 

 N3JJT, KD8BBK 
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Amateur Radio, Memorable QSOs  

K4IBZ, the rig de jour, and a Beefeater Cootie 

October 9, 2014 WA4FAT  

  

 Is there any other hobby whose enthusiasts are more passionate than those of us in Amateur Radio? 

I think not … not even close. 

 Just yesterday, a fellow I was chewing the fat with couldn’t wait to let me know that he was using a 

95 year-old bug, while another proudly proclaimed he was sending with his original Novice key from back 

when Kennedy was president. Still another chap recently publicized the fact that he was transmitting with 

aluminum folding lawn chairs as his antenna. And then there’s John who hasn’t missed a daily QRP DX 

contact in several years, and Biz who programmed a robot to call CQ, and on and on it goes.  And examples 

such as these are merely the tip of the proverbial iceberg when it comes to the depth of love and passion I 

hear manifest for our wonderful hobby every single day. 

 Heck, If I didn’t know better, I’d think the conversation I hear swelling from my transceiver was 

made by giddy school children, rather than seasoned veterans. But then that’s the nature of our hobby, isn’t 

it? It transforms us all into wide-eyed evangelists, young at heart, filled with the wonder of radio, and com-

pelled to share our joy. 

 And so it was that a goodly portion of this joy spilled out  one morning on 40 CW when I met Bill, 

K4IBZ. 

 As I’ve written previously, I’m just naturally attracted to a good bug fist, and it was the sweet melo-

dy of K4IBZ’s CQ that drew me to him. I learned that Bill was in Crestview, Florida, just about midway 

between Defuniak Springs and Pensacola, and that he had been originally licensed at around the same time 

as I in the early 60’s. His station that morning was a pair of Kenwood Twins, but I soon discovered that he 

had over 40 working rigs in his shack. “And I use a different rig most every day”, he nonchalantly re-

marked. 

I let the thought percolate for a moment as the gravity of the comment settled on my shoulders. 

More than 40 working rigs in his shack, all ready to use? Who does that, I wondered?  We’re all prone to 

moments of excess and exuberance, and I guess Bill just got a bit carried away with himself, I rationalized. 

He must be awfully gifted with old radio repair too, I imagined, able to recite the resister color code without 

even looking. 

 And before I had completely digested the fact that this fellow had 39 more rigs than I, he proceeded 

to tell me about his key, and it wasn’t a bug after all. 

 “I’m sending with a homebrew Cootie”, Bill told me, “made from a steak knife and a fork.” 

And not just any knife, he continued. “I prefer the Beefeater variety with a plastic handle. Can’t be too care-

ful with the voltage of cathode keying”, he cautioned. “Only plastic handles for me.” 

And somehow I knew Bill was as serious as an exploding transformer. 

If a guy uses a different complete station every day of the week, why should I be surprised he uses a key 

made from cutlery? 

 The K4IBZ Beefeater Cootie 

 I switched from the old Japanese bug I had been using during our QSO  to my own Cootie, and pro-

ceeded to engage in a cootie-to-cootie contact with Bill, although with not quite the same finesse as Bill 

exhibited with his Beefeater. And like a venerable teacher patiently coaching his students, Bill suggested 

“you have too much stiffness with your hacksaw blade cootie, OM”, “The Beefeater will help with your 

spacing”. 
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And for just a moment I wondered what a non-ham might think of the language Bill and I so casually tossed 

about. Cooties? Wasn’t that something the unpopular kids had in grade school? And isn’t Beefeater a type 

of gin? A different rig every day? And homebrew too? 

 And as Bill and I finished what was the first of several contacts to come, he invited me to Google  

K4IBZ for his YouTube video.  And I learned that complete plans for Bill’s Beefeater are available for 

download too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 And so I have a Beefeater on my to-do list now, with plans to visit the local dollar store soon for 

supplies. Believe you me, I know better than to use one of our regular steak knives for the project though. 

My sweet XYL is incredibly tolerant of my Amateur Radio hobby, but I’m not about to rock the boat. You 

see, we have a deal. She doesn’t disturb my keys and I promise not to steal any cutlery. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Qrkyb-ljaA
http://www.w4aaz.org/attachments/BEEF_EATER_SPECIAL_K4IBZ_pdf.pdf
http://www.w4aaz.org/attachments/BEEF_EATER_SPECIAL_K4IBZ_pdf.pdf
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Pressure Sensitive Conductive Sheet (Velostat) 
 

 Surfing around the internet and looking for surplus electronics parts and 

Arduino kits I found a company selling pressure sensitive conductive sheets for 

just a couple bucks.  Further investigating what they call Velostat from the 3M 

corporation shows that when sandwiched between two other conductors that the 

Velostat will reduce its resistance when pressure is applied to it and will allow it 

to conduct electric though it making contact.   

 This is an interesting item which I have yet to play with but will be or-

dering some in the near future.  Not too expensive you can get it from 

“lessemf.com” for $1.95 a linear foot and its 36 inches wide. 

 My idea with Velostat was to make a business card size iambic key that 

would lay flat on the desk and have 2 contact points with a common ground.   

      Jeremy KD8VSQ 

Battle of the Shiny Bugs 
 

Leaning CW and not having any keys Bill KD8TTM and Jeremy KD8VSQ decided to find themselves catch themselves a BUG!  

Searching Ebay and Craigslist they found a few keys and bugs for sale and went to seek them out.  Jeremy got himself a Vibro-

plex Champion and Bill got himself a Vibroplex Original Deluxe Model.  Both had seen better days but with a bit of work both 

turned out quite nice!  Here are the before and after pictures of what they did. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Before              After 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
IS RADIO GUARDING THE MORALS OF OUR BOYS?   "The percentage of juvenile cases among boys 

in the courts in this country has be reduced in the past two years about 41% which is due  very largely to 

the interest in radio." 

 

Mansel M. KeithSeptember POPULAR RADIO MAGAZINE  1924 

Via Rich K8UV 
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2015 State QSO Party Calendar 

By Wes Plouff AC8JF 

 

One of the easiest ways to dip a toe into contesting is to participate in a State QSO Party. These are relaxed affairs lasting any-

where from 12 to 48 hours, where the object is to work amateurs in one state. In 2015, QSO Parties will be held in 48 states, per-

haps all 50, plus two Canadian provinces. 

 

Don’t worry even if you have no contest experience. Most participants will be happy to walk you through the on-air exchange. In 

a QSO Party, the die-hard contesters are few and far between. QSO parties offer opportunities to work rare states, and mobile 

stations often activate rare counties just for these contests. Every State QSO Party is a little different from the next, so it pays to 

read their rules.  

 

The following list includes all state contests in date order. In a listing, * = an estimated date.  

January 
(No contests) 

 

February 
7-8 – Minnesota, Vermont, British Columbia 

14-15 – New Hampshire 

 

March 
1 – North Carolina 

14-15 – Idaho, Louisiana, Wisconsin 

21-22 – Virginia 

28-29 – Oklahoma* 

 

April 
4-5 – Mississippi*, Missouri, Montana* 

11-12 – Georgia, New Mexico* 

18-19 – Michigan, Nebraska, North Dakota*, Ontar-

io 

25-26 – Florida 

 

May 
2-3 – New England (CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT) 

2-3 – 7th Call Area (AZ, ID, MT, NV, OR, UT, WA, 

WY) 

2-3 – Delaware, Indiana 

9-10 – Nevada*  

 

June 
6-7 – Alabama* 

20-21 – West Virginia  

 

July 
(No contests) 

August 
8-9 – Maryland-DC 

22-23 – Kansas, Ohio* 

22-24 – Hawaii 

 

September 
5-6 – Colorado, Tennessee* 

12-13 – Arkansas 

19-20 – South Carolina*, Washington* 

 

October 
3-4 – California*, New Jersey* 

10-11 – Arizona*, Pennsylvania 

17-18 – Iowa*, New York*, North Dakota* 

18-19 – Illinois 

 

November 
7-8 – Kentucky* 

 

December 
(No contests) 

 

Uncertain contests: 
Alabama, looking for new management 

Alaska, date not yet scheduled 

 

Inactive contests: 
Connecticut, last held 2010 

Maritimes (NB, NS, PEI), last held 2013 

 

Popular State QSO Parties to enter in the next few 

months are Virginia, Florida, Michigan and Georgia. 

Be sure to double-check dates on the WA7BNM 

Contest Calendar at http://www.hornucopia.com/

contestcal/, or on the N5NA QSO Party Calendar at 

http://qsoparty.eqth.net/.  

http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/
http://qsoparty.eqth.net/
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AARC Club Gossip! .................................... 

The Tickler 

AARC  Club Minutes 

November 2014 

The Adrian Amateur Radio Club met at the Civil Air Patrol building at the Lenawee 

County Airport on November 24, 2014 with 18 persons present.  A motion was 

made to make a donation to the Civil Air Patrol in the amount of $750.00 (same as 

last year) by Denny WE8Z second by Ken K8KIC and approved by a positive vote by 

the membership present.  An election was held for three board members and the 

following members were elected. Norm W8TTH.  Larry W8LNR,  and Bill KD8TTM. 

A motion was made to destroy the ballots by Alan N8TIB second   ???? N7XYL. 

Cletus K8TLT reported on the Races  program and handed out paperwork on 

testing and stated that that he had contacted most club members. 

A motion was made to adjourn.   Secretary Pro Tem, Mark. 

 

December 2014 

The Adrian Amateur Radio club board met on December 29, 2014 at 7:00 pm at the 

Civil Air Patrol building at the Lenawee County Airport.  Those present were President 

Ginny W8TTX, Bill KD8TTM, Norm W8TTH, Mark NU8Z, Larry W8LNR, and Bill KA8ARK. 

Items discussed were, Hamfest, Recruiting, and Field day. 

The Adrian Amateur Radio Club met at the Civil Air Patrol building. The meeting  was 

called to order by President Ginny W8TTX at 17:30 with 17 persons present.  The 

financial statement presented by Mark NU8Z showed a balance of $5,034.32.  Mark 

NU8Z also reported that he had negotiated with some insurance companies to reduce 

our cost from $500 to $200 per year by reducing our coverage from $2,000,000 to 

$1,000,000 even though at first they said they could not reduce the limit or the cost. 

Mark's report was accepted by a motion by Norm W8TTH second by Don N8AMM and 

vote by the membership.  Cletus warned us of a scam involving door to door salesmen 

casing homes of people in Florida.  Code classes are being conducted on Monday nights 

at the CAP building.  Secretary Bill KA8ARK 
 

Did you know that… 

 
….Bob K2IBM had a great time in Flordia where it was warm and sunny 

….Ted K8AQM got his coxial stubs made with help of Brian KG8CO and Norm W8TTH! What dead shorts? 

….Ruben KD8ZMS got his antenna tuner for his 2m radio and running 5 watts into the repeater. 

….Ken K8KIC thinks the Lions game was fixed? 

….Stan W8ATE and Donna W8DIY had a 33in raccoon in the barn? 

….Jeremy KD8VSQ has an army signal corp j-a-5 flameproof key? 

….Bill KD8TTM will be going QRP on 7.055 soon? 

….Will the CW learning group ever get on the air and make some contacts? 

….Ted K8AQM worked 160m contest from Brian’s KG8CO top secret DX Central location? 

….Is Mark NU8Z still being haunted by QRP signals from a 50 ohm resistor? 

….W8TQE still has a Facebook page and has 45 Likes! Are you one of them? 

….Did Jeremy KD8VSQ make a CW contact with N8W for Winter Field Day on 40m? 
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President 
Virginia Schutte, W8TTX 

w8ttx@yahoo.com 
 

Vice President 
Bob Warwick, K2IBM 

k2ibm@comcast.net 
 

Secretary 
Bill Groover, KA8ARK 

billgro@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
Mark Hinkleman, NU8Z 

nu8z@comcast.net 
 
 

Executive Board 
 

Norman Schutte, W8TTH 
norm@normsfab.com 

 

Larry Lacy, W8LNR 
w8lnr@aol.com 

 

Bill Van Houten, KD8TTM 
z.billv@gmail.com 

 
 

Tickler Editor 
Jeremy Downard, KD8VSQ 

jeremyad@gmail.com 

 

The Tickler is the official paper of the Adrian Amateur Radio Club in Adrian, MI.  It is printed monthly and is distribut-
ed to members of the club, local disaster officials, local electronic outlets and other editors of ham radio newsletters. 
Articles about activities of members are solicited.  Permission is granted to any other publication to reprint items 
appearing here, provided complete source credit is copied including previous print source.  The club owns and oper-
ates repeaters W8TQE on 145.370, - 85.4 PL or 537 from your touch tone pad and 444.675, 123 pl. 

Weekly AARC Nets 
 
Sunday Night 2 Meter AARC ARES Net at 
8 pm on the W8TQE Repeater 145.370 – pl 85.4 
Net Control - Bill KD8TTM 
 
Tuesday and Thursday CW / SSB 10 Meter Nets 
10 Meter CW Chat starts at 8 pm on 28.050 +/- QRM 
10 Meter SSB Char Starts at 9 pm on 28.328 +/- QRM 

  Local Area Repeaters 
 
  W8TQE 145.370 -    85.4 pl  Adrian, Michigan 
 
  W8TQE 444.675 + 123    pl  Adrian, Michigan 
 
  K8ADM 443.375 + 107.2 pl  Adrian, Michigan 
 
  K8ADM has access to Echo Link 

Adrian ARC 38th Annual  
Hamfest and Computer Show 

September 13, 2015 
Hamfest Chair   

Mark nu8z@comcast.net 

AARC Web Page and E-mail  Reflector 
 Website:  www.w8tqe.com 

Email:  adrianarc@mailman.qth.net 

Join us on Facebook!  Follow the URL below and click 

the “Like” button and what ever we post will be shared 

instantly with all club members.   

http://www.facebook.com/w8tqe 

We need your help!    
 

The Tickler is in need of articles to put into publication.   
We want your input to help us produce the Tickler. 

 
If you have submissions for the Tickler please contact 

Jeremy KD8VSQ and it will be included in the next 
months issue of the tickler. 

Adrian Amateur Radio Club 

mailto:w8ttx@yahoo.com
mailto:k2ibm@comcast.net
mailto:billgro@hotmail.com
mailto:nu8z@comcast.net
mailto:norm@normsfab.com
mailto:w8lnr@aol.com
mailto:z.billv@gmail.com
mailto:jeremyad@gmail.com
mailto:nu8z@comcast.net
http://www.w8tqe.com/
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